
In 2017 Making a Scene at Christmas visited Canberra. This year Making a 
Scene at Christmas has been on the road again travelling to new venues and 
meeting new people. 

In November we visited the very cosmopolitan suburb of Flemington in the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne and more recently we celebrated the First 
Sunday of Advent in Colac.  Fr Michael invited the people of Colac with the 
words: “In an era when we are aware of multiculturalism growing in Colac, 
it is great to see how a story can be presented and shared in different 
cultures and ways of life.” 

Making a Scene at Christmas is a display of three collections of nativities 
owned by Fr Andrew Hayes, Kay Paton and Fiona Tonkin.  The collections 
come from all continents (and one nativity has visited Antarctica).  There are 
nativities from South America that are made from recycled chip packets and 
another that is made from machine gun bullet casings that have been 
hammered flat and made into a nativity.  There is a magnifying glass to help 
people see the smallest details. 

We find that people that have come from other countries are excited seeing 
nativities from their part of the world.  One man from Ghana was delighted to 
see two nativities from his home country but thought the nativity from Kenya 
was nicer. 

When people see the way that the Christmas story is told in different parts of 
the world, they can wonder what the nativity would look like if it was set in 
Colac/Hamilton/Flemington.  If it was set in Colac it might have dairy farmers 
not shepherds! 

One group of three ladies called in for ten minutes and stayed for two hours!  The 
school children were taken through the story, and around the world, some looking 
at third world countries which use recycled materials and environmentally friendly 
construction materials.   

We met with the school children and visitors in Hamilton from Thursday, 13 
December to Sunday, 16 December who were enchanted to see the collection.  

We are taking expressions of interest for visitation in 2019.  

Fiona Tonkin 
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