
 

National Families Week 2019 was held from May 15 – May 21, 2019 (coinciding with the United Nations International 
Day of Families on May 15).  The aim of National Families Week 2019 is to celebrate the vital role that families play in 
Australian society. The theme ‘Stronger Families, Stronger Communities’ has been embraced as an enduring theme for 
National Families Week as it encapsulates the important role families play as the central building block of our 
communities.  Community wellbeing is enhanced by family wellbeing. National Families Week was a time to celebrate 
the meaning of family and to make the most of family life.   It was a time to reflect on the critical role that families play 
in teaching, supporting and nurturing children, especially as they grow.  Each year, over a hundred thousand people 
and hundreds of organisations celebrate National Families Week – Australia’s annual celebration of families. 

As part of National Families Week, people from around the diocese offered a reflection on their own families which can 
be read below:  

JOHN HOCKEY (HAMILTON) 

The technical description of family I suppose is those that are connected to you by blood or by another connection 
such as marriage or by some other event that has bought you together.  In summary, that probably means anyone you 
are connected to in any way, however, that might be a more broad description.  Being the seventh in a family of nine 
children, you might say that family has always been a big part of my life. The shape of family has, however, changed 
throughout our lives and continues to evolve each year.  

My first family not only included Mum and Dad and my siblings but also an 
enormous collection of aunts, uncles and cousins as well as grandparents on 
both sides.  Getting together was always great fun and so much a part of our 
young lives.  

The next stage was when I married my wife, Sherrie and we had our son, 
Josh who is now 20 years old and studying entertainment management in 
Melbourne, while our daughter Sarah, who is 17, is studying Year 12 at 
Monivae College.  Next year, Sarah will head off to university leaving Sherrie 
and I at home on our own for the first time in twenty-two years.  We look 
forward though to getting together with Josh and Sarah for holidays and 
special times at home throughout the year.   

With my own Mum and Dad both passed away now, Sherrie’s Mum and Dad are now a very big part of our family.  We 
share great times together celebrating special occasions and appreciate each other’s company.  We still love getting 
together with my siblings as often as we can although these days we are all spread out across the country.  We keep 
in touch with nieces and nephews and love watching them with their own children now! While social media can keep 
us in touch easier these days, we all get on the phone regularly to keep in touch rather than just doing the Facebook 
thing.   

One thing I note about family is that despite coming from the same parents, we are all different.  Being family means, 
however, that we accept these differences and look out for each other in both good times and bad.  Of course that is 
not always easy to do but I keep in mind that if family don’t do that then who will?  We look forward to the ever 
changing shape of our family in the years to come! 
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SHEELA DAVASIA (MILDURA) 

My name is Sheela Davasia. I was born in Kerala in southern 
India, then my family moved to Chennai where I went to 
school.  After I finished high school, I studied to become a 
nurse. Our family belong to the Syro Malabar rite, but I 
practiced Latin Rite Catholicism.  My own family, with mum 
and dad and the four children was more like an Australian 
nuclear family.  

After I finished my studies, I married my husband Joseph 
Charamkulam in 1998 in Kerala. Our cultures were very 
different, but after our marriage I joined Joseph’s culture. 
Joseph’s mother and father were very strong in their practice 

of the faith and I joined with them, and learned so much. Living with extended family, including Joseph’s older brother, 
his wife and two kids in one house was not really easy. Other grandkids were also there, as their mother was working 
in Saudi Arabia. I learned many things and gained support from all of them. It was easy to bring up our children, Alan, 
now 20, Alfred 18 and Anna 15, because of the extended support from the whole family. My kids have great respect 
for their elders, especially their grandparents. 

We came to Australia in 2009. We went to Robinvale where I was working in the hospital as a nurse and Joseph got a 
job in the almond factory. The children went to St Mary’s School. In 2013 we moved to Mildura because of Joseph’s 
health as he needed to be closer to specialist support.  Soon after that he started a small Indian grocery business with 
another Indian man. I work at the hospital in the rehabilitation department. Our elder son Alan is in second year at 
Monash University and Alfred and Anna are at St Joseph’s College. 

When we first came to Australia I was anxious about bringing up my kids in the Australian culture, but with the support 
of the school and church community I had nothing to fear. We quickly made many friends and were accepted. St 
Vincent de Paul Society and school staff were a great help for us in settling in.  Being in a small country town, everyone 
knew everyone else and I felt like I was still in India with the farming communities and the river.  

In 2013 my father passed away in India. At that time there was no priest in Robinvale, so the school organised for Fr 
Mick to come over and celebrate Eucharist followed by supper. It was an unforgettable experience for our family. 

Coming to Mildura has also been great as we have made many friends in the Indian and wider community. When we 
moved here there were about fifteen Indian families. Now the wider Indian community is flourishing: Syro Malabar, 
Latin Rite, Orthodox, Hindu and Muslim. Our religions don’t divide us: it’s our common cultures that help us celebrate 
together. 

NOELINE HOGAN (BIRCHIP) 

National Families’ Week is a timely reminder to stop and 
acknowledge what our families mean to us. I have a children’s 
book called “The Family Book” by Todd Parr.  It mentions many 
different types of families in society today; big, small, mixed 
coloured, blended, fostered, single parents and so on. Parr points 
out that all families, regardless of subtleties, can have many things 
in common. For example; the love they have for each other, they 
are sad when they lose someone they love, they like to celebrate 
special occasions together and importantly, many families help 
each other to be strong. It’s a simple pre-schooler book that says 
it’s okay if your family is different, you are not alone or unusual. 

I have been married to Leon for twenty-five years. He’s a Mallee cropping and sheep farmer between Birchip and 
Watchem and we have four children, Emma, a nurse; Sean is in his last year of Uni; Ben has an electrical apprenticeship 
and Paddy attends Birchip P-12 School. 



It’s hectic when we come together, we do all the normal things; laugh, argue, annoy each other, can’t wait to see each 
other, can’t wait to leave, we are tolerant and patient and sometimes we’re not….but most importantly we love and 
support each other. 

 “Love is shown by little things, by attention to small daily signs which make us feel at home. Faith grows when it is 
lived and shaped by love. That is why our families, our homes, are true domestic churches. They are the right place for 
faith to become life, and life grows in faith.” (Pope Francis) 

ROBERT JAMES (NULLAWIL)  

My name is Robert James and I have grown up on a farm in the Mallee, near a small town called Nullawil. Growing up 
my parents made sure I understood the importance of family and the role it played in keeping the community of 
Nullawil going. Nullawil has a strong football and netball club which only continues to run with the children of families 
playing sport for the local community. These children also help to fill the primary school. 

I am the youngest child of three, having two older sisters. I have always been around family with my dad’s siblings 
living in the area while I was growing up. Although time moves people away from each other, we are a very close 
family that continue to keep in regular contact and I often enjoy going to the AFL with my uncles. Our extended family 
remains close with a cousin living in my grandmother’s house with her daughter. 

Family has meant so much to me and without their support I would never have been able to move school in Year 11.  
I made the big move to Ballarat to further my studies in an area of interest that wasn’t available to me in a small 
country town. They continue to always be there for me and I get back to see them as often as I can. 

Stronger families really do mean stronger communities as they provide the backbone of support for all the planning 
and events that the community puts on. Without families staying in the Nullawil area, our school would lose its student 
population and sporting teams would struggle.   


