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Newsletter Abstract

Child Protection Sunday 10th September “See Me, Hear Me” 
As has become the custom each year the Child Protection Sunday and preceding week, provides a focus reminding each of us to play a part in protecting our children. This year our theme is “See Me, Hear Me”. The question is how do we,………..(parish, community, school, etc), play our part in listening to children to ensure they are kept safe? This year the National Committee for Professional Standards have commissioned a video and brochure through the Australian Catholic University reflecting on research around what children think about their safety.   
In the first reading for the 10th September, Child Protection Sunday the Prophet Ezekiel speaks of “being a sentry to the House of Israel’. As already stated within our Catholic Communities there is horror, anger and sorrow over the abuse of children. As Pope Francis outlined before leading the crowds in the Angelus prayer in March last year it is important to “Listen: this is the key word. Do not forget, listen to the hurt, sick and marginalized, or among families” As a sentry, each of us plays a part in listening to what the children have to say, making sure that every child is safe and protected from abuse and harm. 
We can see evidence of the strength of our community providing support, protection and opportunities to help keep our children safe through ……

Pope Francis Day of Prayer and Penance
In 2016, following a proposal from the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors, the Holy Father established a ‘Day of prayer and penance for the victims of sexual abuse and to ask God for a greater awareness of the responsibility of the members of the Church towards the underage people entrusted to them’.  Here in Australia, this second-stated purpose is already a focus of Child Protection Sunday, which is observed each year on the second Sunday in September. Therefore the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has decided to observe the Day of prayer and penance for the victims of sexual abuse on  Sunday or the preceding Friday. 

Here at …..  Parish our ‘ Prayer and Penance for Victims of Sexual abuse’ is organised for …….
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