
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 23, 2020 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As you would be aware, last night the Prime Minister announced some further measures to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus. This included a reference to “places of worship”.  
 
The implementation of these measures is the responsibility of each state, through their own 
directives. 
 
The Victorian directive has been issued by the Deputy Chief Health Officer (Communicable 
Disease), entitled “Non-essential Business Closure Direction”. I’ll attach a copy. 
 
As you will see, the direction is given in paragraph 3: “A person who owns, controls or 
operates a non-essential business or undertaking in the State of Victoria must not operate 
that business or undertaking between noon on 23 March 2020 and midnight on 13 April 
2020.” In paragraph 4 we find a definition of non-essential business or undertaking. “A non-
essential business or undertaking means . . . . h. a place of worship, other than for the 
purposes of a wedding or funeral.” 
 
We are still seeking clarification from the Government around the exact nature of ‘closure’, 
including the implications for private prayer.  
 
Until we receive further advice, I believe it would be prudent to close the doors of our 
churches for today.  
 
I hope the requirements will be clarified as soon as possible.  
 
This is a very difficult time and an ever-changing landscape.  
 
Thank you for all that you are doing in these very unusual circumstances. 
 
God bless you all. 
 
 
+ Paul Bird CSsR 
Bishop of Ballarat 
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