
On Saturday, April 14, the Galilee Centre and Amelie Ozanam 
Vincentian Support Hub Ballarat was opened by Fr Justin Driscoll, 
St Vincent de Paul Society State President, Kevin McMahon and 
the North West Central Council President, Marie O’Brien. The Hub 
is a visible example of our Society and Church working together, 
to provide support to our hard working North West Central 
Council members and volunteers in their invaluable service to the 
poor. 
 
The day commenced with 10am Mass in St Patrick’s Cathedral 
celebrated by Fr Justin Driscoll. Prior to the official opening he 
presented a fascinating history of the Catholic Church in Ballarat 
and the building of St Patrick’s Hall in which the Amelie Ozanam 
Vincentian Support Hub within the Galilee Centre is situated.  
Allen Moloney, a member of the Ballarat Cathedral Conference 
read the welcome to country. Marie O’Brien, President of the 
North West Central Council, explained the rationale for the Hub 
and why it is named after Amelie Ozanam, wife of Frederic.  
 
The Hub consists of a meeting room for the members and an 
Administration Centre for staff and members. Following the 
opening, guests toured the new facility and Graham Trethowan 
conducted an informative tour of the adjacent Ballarat Assistance 
Centre. 
 
Guests included State President, Kevin McMahon, Deputy State President Michael Quinn, NWCC President Marie 
O’Brien, Margaret Gearon, State Youth Representative Rebecca Cassar, CEO Sue Cattermole, NWCC Regional 
Presidents and many St Vincent de Paul members.  
 
This new facility is a tribute to those who support our Vincentians to do their work.  
 

Helen Meade - NWCC Secretary 
 

 

Fr Justin Driscoll’s history of the hub can be read below: 
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St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish welcomes you to the opening  
of the Galilee Centre and the Amelie Ozanam Vincentian Hub. 

Saturday, April 14, 2018. 

Acknowledgement of Country 

Mark 1:16-20 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they 
were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.”   And immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. 

It was only two months after the discovery of gold in Ballarat in October 1851 when Fr Patrick Dunne of Coburg 
celebrated the first Mass, held in John O’Sullivan’s tent ‘for a congregation of about three hundred raw-boned diggers. 
Their faith was like themselves, stalwart and steadfast, and it is to their eternal credit that they established in Ballarat 
a tradition of lively practical religion that has lasted to this present day.’ 

In November 1852, Fr Dunne was replaced by Fr. Matthew Downing who became Ballarat’s first resident Priest. He 
apparently claimed the first Mass site at Brown Hill, ‘on a piece of rising ground near the spot where the road to the 
Gong-Gong crosses the creek.’ A large Catholic population camped in the vicinity, ‘the Brown Hill and Little Bendigo 
diggings being then in their prime.’ Downing’s first church was described by M.C. Carey in the St. Patrick’s Magazine 
(1908) as follows: 

‘… a little church was built of slabs and canvas and roofed with bark stripped for him by the blacks. The altar and its 
surroundings were of the most primitive character, little stakes fixed in the ground being freely used. A small tent stood 
near which served as his abode. Here also he used to hear confessions.’  

Importantly, it was also in 1852 when the Ballarat district was made a Parish. 

In 1853, Father Downing selected the two acre site comprising 
allotments 1‐6 and 19‐20 of Section 18 in the Town of Ballaarat for 
Roman Catholic Church purposes. It was temporarily reserved in 
1855. Bound on the east side by Dawson Street and by Lyons Street 
to the west, a meeting of Roman Catholics was held at Bakery Hill ‘for 
the purpose of appointing a committee to carry out the purpose of 
providing for the erection of a Church on the reserve at the corner of 
Sturt and Dawson‐streets, Ballarat West.’ 

Soon after, an ambitious Decorated Gothic design was prepared by the eminent English Gothic Revival architect, 
Charles Hansom and altered by Shaw and Dowden, architects of Geelong. They decreased the length of the nave by 
one bay.  

 



On February 7th 1858, the foundation stone for the new Catholic Church was laid, with 
construction having commenced by the contractor, Alexander Kerr. The Star newspaper 
gave an explanation of the proposed building: 

The projected church will be by far the finest building yet projected on Ballarat. The plans 
are remarkable for their simple beauty of outline and excellence of detail. They were 
originally designed by Mr Hansom, of Clifton, England, and being placed in the hands of 
Messrs Shaw & Dowden, of Geelong, have been reduced to colonial means and 
appliances. The style is that of the decorated periods of Gothic architecture, and the 
cruciform style has been adhered to. The first stage of the building comprising the nave 
and aisles was subsequently completed in 1863 after several delays. 

In June 1891, the Bishop of Ballarat, the Rev Dr James Moore, purchased the property of John Whelan which adjoined 
the southern boundary of the Cathedral site for the purposes of erecting a presbytery and hall. The architectural firm 
of Reed, Smart and Tappin had been engaged to prepare the design of the new hall. They were completed by July 
1891, The Advocate giving an outline of the proposed building: 

Plans have also been submitted by the same firm of architects [Reed Smart and Tappin] for a Catholic Hall to be erected 
on the same allotment as the new presbytery, next the Cathedral. The design is suitable; the front elevation being a 
handsome one. Provision is made for a large hall to hold from 1000 to 1500 people, and there will, in addition, be a 
number of rooms for various purposes for the use of the Catholic societies that may require them. 

Financial constraints rather than enthusiasm halted the progress of the hall beyond the planning stage. 

In 1898, the Catholic Young Men’s Society lobbied the Bishop to ‘commence the erection of a Catholic Hall, a work that 
would be a distinct advantage, not only to the Ballarat Young Men’s Society, but to all the branches throughout the 
diocese.’ 

On August 19, 1900, the foundation stone for St Patrick’s Hall was laid by the Archbishop of Melbourne. Ballarat 
architects Clegg, Kell and Miller designed St Patrick's Hall which was built by Peter Bodger in 1901. The Federation 
Elizabethan Revival styled brick building featured an elevated, principal hipped roof form (comprising the hall) at the 
rear (west) with a stage and dressing rooms and a double gabled front (east) bay to accommodate meeting and reading 
rooms, stair hall and lavatories on the ground floor, and billiard, card and smoking rooms on the first floor. Access was 
from a side entrance on the front façade. Externally, the elevations were to be composed of bays surmounted by 
gabled parapets and punctuated by pointed‐arched window and door openings accentuated by cement dressings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Opening of St Patrick’s Hall (August 19th 1901) 

A brilliant gathering (Ballarat Star, Tuesday August 20th 1901 

There was an immense gathering in the new hall last night, when the opening ceremony was performed, in the presence 
of a host of notabilities, both ecclesiastical and lay, amongst those present being the representatives of nearly every 
public institution in Ballarat. 

There were present on the platform the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth (the Right Hon Edmund Barton),  The 
Hon. A. Deakin (Federal Attorney-General), His Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne (Dr Carr), His Lordship, the Bishop 
of Ballarat (Dr Moore), His Lordship the Coadjutor Bishop of Sandhurst (Dr Reville), the Hon. N. Fitzgerald, M.L.C., K.P., 
the Hon. Agar Wynne, M.L.C., Hon. J. Meagher, M.L.C. (N-S.W.), Sir Henry Cuthbart, M.L.C., Messers J. B. Pearson, E. 
Shew, Dr Affleck Scott and Dean M’Kenna (Vicar-General). 

Apologies were received from the State Premier (the Hon. A. J. Peacock), Senator Sir Frederick Sargood, Senator R. E. 
O’Connor (N.S.W.), all of whom conveyed their heartiest wishes for the success of the hall and the opening ceremony. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Club to Hub 

Of the future use of the building... to be a kind of gigantic Catholic club, where all may meet to discuss topics of common 
interest for their mutual improvement; where they may engage in friendly contests at games and debates; where they 
may assemble to record their common opinion on questions of national and religious importance. 

Some images from Wikipedia 

Bishop James Moore 
From this hall will, no doubt, emanate a power-for good; 

through it will be wrought an influence - moral, intellectual 
and social - that must have far reaching effects on the lives 

of our people. 

Edmund Barton ‐ First Prime Minister of Australia 
Look at Ballarat now; not only a golden city, but one 

endowed with, all the comfort and luxuries that the civilised 
world can provide. And while the city had advanced, so too, 
had the Catholics, with all their institutions, completed by 

this one, they had done something which ought to lead to a 
rivalry in good doing. 

 

Alfred Deakin ‐ Attorney General 
This hall had been built not so much for the present 

generation, but for the coming generation. It was a great 
noble gift to posterity, to those who would come after, and 

when they took up the work he trusted they would never 
forget the inexpiable debt they owed to the generation 

who gave them this hall. 


