
CHURCH  APPEAL  2018 - MYANMAR  

‘How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news’                                                                                                              Isaiah 52:7

In 2018 Catholic Mission will be profiling the Church’s work with communities in Myanmar – rebuilding 

this fragile nation by empowering teachers and healing through the gift of education - positively 

impacting children, parents and whole communities. Years of conflict have decimated the country’s 

infrastructure and caused harm to generations of its people, sadly now ranking Myanmar lower 

than Cambodia and many sub-Saharan African countries in the Human Development Index¹. This 

conflict has also had a significant impact on the nation’s education system. With public investment 

in Myanmar among the lowest in the world, the Church is 

aiming to train teachers, develop infrastructure, and establish a nationwide alternative school system. 

This year’s Church Appeal will focus on the Church’s work in Myanmar, building a strong education 

system through skilled teachers and improving education outcomes for students. A key aspect is the 

training of teachers in holistic teaching practices within the local context. Teachers are selected from 

dioceses across the country with initial training undertaken in the capital of Yangon. Upon graduation, 

teachers are placed in some of the most remote and underserviced communities. Thousands of poor 

and vulnerable children are being supported through their education by the Church - providing the 

framework for young people to become future leaders for their community and country. 

In-service and mentoring for teachers takes place across the regional areas with teachers visiting other 

remote schools in Myanmar. The opportunity also exists for international collaboration with teachers 

learning from the experiences of their fellow teachers at schools in neighbouring Cambodia. In addition, 

Australia has taken a key role in partnering with the Church in Myanmar in mentoring teachers and 

students. Teachers from St John’s school in the remote city of Hakha in Myanmar speak of how the 

child-centric methodology positively affects their teaching and engagement with students. Parents 

have expressed praise for the work of the teachers, and the positive changes they have seen in their 

children after just a few months at St John’s school.

Healing a nation through education 

¹  www.hdr.undp.org

Freecall:  1800 257 296
catholicmission.org.au

We look forward to sharing more with your parish during 2018 on the wonderful work taking place 
in Myanmar.  In the meantime, if you have any questions about the upcoming appeal, or you wish 
to learn more about the work of Catholic Mission, please contact your local Diocesan Director,                                                        

on or at 
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Knowing that God’s love extends to all of humanity and in a special way to the weak 
and the vulnerable, and that Christ offers life to the full to all his children, we pray 
with confidence to our loving Father. 
 
For the Holy Father, Pope Francis, our Bishop and Priests. May they be examples of 
compassionate love, mercy and tenderness. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For all those who accept the responsibility of a teaching vocation, especially those 
working in the most remote and underserviced communities of Myanmar. We pray 
that all teachers are strengthened in their work by the model of Jesus and are able 
to see each student as a child of God. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For all missionaries working in communities around the world to heal and provide 
hope through education. We pray that missionaries in Myanmar are able to continue 
Jesus’ life-giving work training teachers to place children at the centre of everything 
they do. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For our Missionary Church. May she continue to be guided by the Spirit and be a 
source of love and life, purpose and renewal, a place where our broken hearted, our 
weary, our hungry, our sick and our poor can call home. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Merciful Father, you call us to come out of ourselves in loving service of 
others. We pray that we can be instruments of your love here in our parish 
and wherever we go. We ask that you cover your communities scattered 
around the world with your love. We offer our prayers through Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
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