Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 25th September
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
M. Schultz
Ministers: F. Mizzi, M. Lambert
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
K. Arnott
Ministers: B & M McGennisken, K. Arnott
Gifts:
T. Mizzi
Welcome: A & M Francis
Next weekend: 2nd October
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
C. Leonard
Ministers: A. Burns, A. O’Brien
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: D. Baudinette

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
P. Howman
Reader:
M. Kearney
Ministers: K. Howman, A. Loving, I. Eichler
Gifts:
C. Boyadjian
Welcome: L. Goebel

Church Flowers:

Judy Hall

Church Linen:

30/09 Joanne Fitzgerald
14/10 Anne McIntyre

Church Cleaning:
25/09
M. Antony, I. Eichler
02/10
The Arnott Family
09/10
M. Lambert, J. Burns

Heywood:

25/09 Kaye, 09/10 Vicki

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: volunteer please
Flowers: Ann-Marie Harvey
Mowing: Gerald Harvey
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All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

26th Sunday
Ordinary Time

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Year C

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Weekday Services, 27/09 to 30/09
Tuesday:

No Mass

Wednesday:
Thursday:

No Mass
No Mass

Friday:

No Mass

Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm

Psalm 145

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Praise the Lord, my soul!

Recent Deaths:
Mary Gilbert, Shae Johnson, Ivan Couzens,
Sr Barbara May CSB, Lloyd Zelenc, Kevin Compton
Anniversaries:
Brian Jolley, Brian Belden, Mary Harris, John Lane,
Kenneth Ryan, Edward Shepherd, Bob McIntyre,
John McKinnon, Kevin McKinnon, Mary Debono,
Angela Watt, Marie Stewart, David Armour, Mary
Milledge, Gerry Alexander, Mollie Carey, Les Enscoe,
Eileen Laidlaw,
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser, Sr.
Margaret Keane sjs, Anne Loschiavo (Kempton) Rita
Madden, Maureen McKenzie, Stephen Sherman, John
Smith. Gerard White, Frank Kenny, Lea-anne Bourke,
Joseph Nguyen

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free.

If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down.
It is the Lord who loves the just,
the Lord, who protects the stranger.
He upholds the widow and orphan
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,
Zion’s God, from age to age.
Praise the Lord, my soul!

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.

Collections - Thank You
Planned Giving:

$ 803.00

Presbytery:

$ 524.90

BCSF

$ 1,510.90

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am
HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led
Assembly, 9.00am

Gospel Acclamation
Children’s Liturgy
9th October
Kerry

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
If you would like to receive a weekly copy of
“The Spire” by email, please send us an email and we can
add you to a list of subscribers

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor,
to make you rich out of his poverty.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - Luke 16: 19-31
Jesus said to the Pharisees: ‘There was a rich man who used to dress in purple and fine linen and
feast magnificently every day. And at his gate there lay a poor man called Lazarus, covered with
sores, who longed to fill himself with the scraps that fell from the rich man’s table. Dogs even came
and licked his sores. Now the poor man died and was carried away by angels to the bosom of
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried.
‘In his torment in Hades he looked up and saw Abraham a long way off with Lazarus in his bosom. So
he cried out, “Father Abraham, pity me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool
my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.” “My son,” Abraham replied “remember that during your
life good things come your way, just as bad things came the way of Lazarus. Now he is being
comforted here while you are in agony. But that is not all: between us and you a great gulf has been
fixed, to stop anyone, if he wanted to, crossing from our side to yours, and to stop any crossing from
your side to ours.”
‘The rich man replied, “Father, I beg you then to send Lazarus to my father’s house, since I have five
brothers, to give them warning, so that they do not come to this place of torment too.” “They have
Moses and the prophets,” said Abraham “let them listen to them.” “Ah no, father Abraham,” said the
rich man “but if someone comes to them from the dead, they will repent.” Then Abraham said to him,
“If they will not listen either to Moses or to the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone
should rise from the dead.”’

Gospel Reflection: Fostering solidarity with our ageing population
Social Justice Sunday 2016 invites us to make “a place at the table” for all and, in particular, to
consider what that means in an ageing society. The gospel reading calls us to look at the wealth we
enjoy as a nation, to sharpen our awareness of the needs of those who seek to share the bounty that
we claim for ourselves, and to notice the poor who wait for justice at our gates and who seek a place
at the table of life.
This Sunday’s parable presents a nasty unnamed character who is mega rich and who uses his
wealth to support a totally self-centred life-style. He dresses in the finest clothes and feasts
extravagantly on a daily basis. He has no concern for or interest in the destitute and badly wounded
man, Lazarus, who has been cast at his gate and who longs for a share in whatever falls (‘scraps’ in
our translation) from the rich man’s table. The reference here is probably to the pita bread commonly
used by diners at banquets to wipe their hands. The bread would be discarded after use and snapped
up by the dogs. There is a reasonable chance that, even if the servants fail to offer Lazarus the
leftovers, the dogs might share with him their daily fare. Begging for food was often the sole means of
sustenance for those with disabilities. Lazarus has a serious disability: he is “sorely wounded”; he is
“cast” at the gate and has no capacity to prevent the dogs from licking his sores.
Riches belong, not to the few, but to the whole Earth community. If they are all-consuming, they
destroy our capacity to see or hear what really matters. All the honour and status they might bring are
quite worthless in the final analysis. The rich man came to this realisation a little too late. We must find
a find a place at our tables for most vulnerable of God’s people.
Sr Veronica Lawson

Living the Gospel - Paying Attention

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary.
Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Sick in hospital
Reminder if you are in hospital please say ‘yes’ to the question regarding a clergy visit. This is the only
means for me to know if you are in hospital and able then to come and visit you. Fr Greg.

A Prayer for All Ages
God of all creation, you are timeless and beyond all
ages.
We who are growing old give thanks for the years you
have given us –
for family, friends and all those who have enriched our
lives
We who are not yet old give thanks for the older
people in our lives:
for grandparents, loved ones, friends
and all who generously offer the wise counsel of their
years.

We who are growing old pray that we may be patient
with our ageing limbs
and difficulties in everyday tasks we once did much
more easily.
We who are not yet old pray for patience and
kindness
towards those who do not move as quickly as we
would sometimes like.

Social Justice Statement
We celebrate Social Justice Sunday on 25 September.
This year, the Australian Bishops’ Social Justice
Statement is titled: ‘A Place at the Table: Social justice
in an ageing society’.
The Statement celebrates the value and dignity of
older people in Australian life. It challenges us to
recognise their significant contribution to society and
emphasises that this contribution should not be valued
in mere economic terms. The Statement calls for
justice for those who are most vulnerable and warns
about a view of older people as burdensome or
dispensable.
For further details about the Social Justice Statement,
visit the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council
website www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au or call (02)
8306 3499.

Southern Stars Family Group
The next Southern Stars Family Group activity, ‘Poetry
or other Performance on the Beach’, will be held at
Cape Bridgewater Beach, in the vicinity of the Portland
SLSC rooms, at 1400 hrs on Sunday 2nd October. All
Southern Stars are invited to share an individual or
group performance on the beach. BYO all props,
We who are growing old pray for prudence and sweet
chairs and afternoon tea. The wet weather alternative
timing,
will be the O’Brien’s place at 43 Panoramic Drive, just
in offering our wisdom to the next generation, while
respecting their energy and creativity.
up the hill from the beach, and will be notified by text
We who are not yet old pray for openness and
message or phone call if required. New family group
humility in receiving
members welcome. Prospective new members please
the advice and guidance of our elders.
contact Anne or Pat O’Brien on 0478 221 689.
We who are growing old pray for good health in our
later years,
and forbearance when our health fails us.
We who are not yet old pray for good health for those
we love
and compassion towards those who suffer ill health.

It’s easy to be distracted by ‘having’ and forget to pay attention to ‘being’. There is no suggestion in the
gospel passage that the rich man is in any way wicked or sinful, other than his lack of attention to the
needs of one sitting at his gate.

We who are growing old pray that we may face our
death with serenity and dignity.
We who are not yet old pray that we affirm the
sacredness of each person’s life
and accompany those who are dying
with gentleness and deep respect.

In the eyes of his neighbours, he was probably a very upright and just man, fulfilling all the purity requirements of his faith. But his focus of attention was on himself and not others. He lacked the compassion and mellowness of heart that Jesus reminded people was expected of God.

God of endless love, help us to understand
that we share a common life journey,
a call to live life to the full
and to strive to enable all creation to come to the
fullness of the Cosmic Christ. Amen

Book Club
The next meeting of the Parish Book Club is
on 13th October 2016 at 8.00 p.m.
at Panorama Drive, Bridgewater.
The book is:
“All the night we cannot see”
By Anthony Doerr

