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3rd  Sunday of Advent. 
Year A. 
11th December, 216
First Reading Is 35:1-6, 10 A reading from the prophet Isaiah God himself will come and save us. Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for joy. The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; they shall see the glory of the Lord, the splendour of our God. Strengthen all weary hands, steady all trembling knees and say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. ‘Look, your God is coming, vengeance is coming, the retribution of God; he is coming to save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall leap like a deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy, for those the Lord has ransomed shall return. They will come to Zion shouting for joy, everlasting joy on their faces; joy and gladness will go with them and sorrow and lament be ended. The word of the Lord. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:6-10. R. see Is 35:4 (R.) Lord, come and save us. 

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, who is just to those who are oppressed. It is he who gives bread to the hungry, the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.) 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who raises up those who are bowed down, the Lord, who protects the stranger and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.) 

3. It is the Lord who loves the just but thwarts the path of the wicked. The Lord will reign for ever, Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 

Second Reading Jas 5:7-10 A reading from the letter of St James. You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the Lord’s coming will be soon. Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the ground until it has had the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not make complaints against one another, brothers, so as not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is already to be seen waiting at the gates. For your example, brothers, in submitting with patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation Is 61:1 (Lk 4:18) Alleluia, alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. Alleluia! 

Gospel Mt 11:2-11 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for someone else? John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will prepare your way before you. I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’ 
This is Gospel of the Lord.
RESPONSE TO PRAYERS OF FAITHFUL:

     COME LORD JESUS.
RECENT DEATHS:  Lorraine Russell
ANNIVERSARIES:   Nell Matthews, Frank Finnigan, Jan Finlay, Agnes Quirk, Chris Fay, Mary Cole, Kate Mahoney, Fred Newcombe.
SICK:  Loretta Kervin, Nathan DeLorenzo, Peter Stewart, Helen Hunt, Margaret Sinclair, 
Courtney McLennan, Amber Bayne, Mitchell Johnstone, Maddi Allardyce, Steve Molloy (Hickman’s cousin)
Anointing of the sick will take place after Mass today at both Churches. 
WELCOME.
Parish of Cororooke.
P O Box 27, Cororooke 3254.

Phone: 5233 1282.
Moderator: Lucy Darcy 52331228.

Visiting Priest: Fr. Peter Murnane who has Sacramental responsibility including Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 0478761231

School Principal:   Anne Ruddell.  52331464.

St Brendan’s:  9.00am Sunday. 

 St Joseph’s:     10.30am Sunday.

ST BRENDAN’S:  18th Dec, 2016  9.00am.
Communion Minister:  A. Ruddell.
Commentator:                E. McGuane
Reader: 
                 R. O’Dowd.
 
Organist:
       
      
Procession Gifts    
      
Lay Leaders:     
    M. & A.McCarthy.
ST. JOSEPH’S:  10:30 am 

Communion Minister:   R. Manson
Family: 
 
    Manson/Everitt
Lay Leaders                  G & M Carmody.
ALTAR & SACRISTY DUTIES: 
St Joseph’s:   

            
Dec:           D Melville

Jan: 
       Slater

Feb:
       Hickman

ST BRENDAN’S: 

11th /18th Dec              J. O’Dowd / H. Holland
25th Dec/ 1 Jan            S. Russell / H. Baggott
COUNTERS:    
25th Dec    L. Darcy.
Money is to be counted every 2nd weekend.
IMPORTANT DATE:

Sunday, 18th Dec: Community Celebration of Reconciliation, immediately after 9.00am Lay Led Assembly of the Word with Communion. 
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Sunday, 18th Dec: Christmas Carols in St. Brendan’s  Church @ 7.00pm.
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES;

24th Dec.  7.30pm   St. Brendan’s.
25th Dec.  10.30am   St. Joseph’s.

Overseas Aid  Wanted.   Used stamps, with 1.5cm of envelope around stamp! Acrylic yarns for women’s craft groups in Peru. Please place in box at back of church.
CLOTH FOR THE CRADLE.  Joy. Joy comes upon us unexpectedly.  It jumps out at us from behind sunsets, peeks out in the smile of a stranger and takes hold in a child’s laughter. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a Jesuit Biologist and Philosopher, once wrote, “joy is the infallible sign of the presence of God. If this is true, every moment of joy is like a little Christmas in our lives. Advent is not only a time when we hope for the coming of Christ in great history-changing events.  It is also a time where we hope for little moment of joy and invite God to use us as instruments of joy for the world.
ADVENT GIVING; Donations of non perishable items may be placed in baskets at back of churches. St. Vincent de Paul will make hampers.

New Parish Leadership Members 2017:
Parishioners are asked to start the discerning process. Flyers and recommendation forms are at back of each church.     PLEASE give YOUR consideration for YOUR Parish Community.
Congratulations to staff, students and their families on a productive school year.
 Happy and safe holidays.
PRAYER FOR THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE.
All:   Loving God, You sent John the Baptist to proclaim a a baptism of repentance, let these candles prepare the way of the Lord  within us. Forgive our sins and fill us with your Holy Spirit. Make us ready to celebrate the birth of  our Saviour. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen













