Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 22nd January
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Kierce
Ministers: M. Lambert, D. Kierce
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
I. Eichler
Ministers: J. Sandeman, P. Howman, V. Bailey
Gifts:
D. Goebel
Welcome:: A & M Francis
Next weekend: 29th January
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
M. Schultz
Ministers: A. Burns, A. O’Brien
Gifts:
C. Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: D. Baudinette

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Church Linen:

Heywood:

Cleaning: K. Bull
Flowers: K. O’Dea
Mowing: L. Bull

3rd Sunday
Ordinary Time
Year A

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Weekday Services, 24/01 to 27/01

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

5.00pm
5.00pm
10.00am

Mass
Mass
Mass

Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm

Friday:

9.30am
10.00am

Adoration
Mass

If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Collections - Thank You
Planned Giving:

$

608.60

$

636.60

(inc. EFT)

Presbytery:
Dartmoor:

All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

Recent Deaths:
Cliff Humphries
Anniversaries:
Vera Hall, Norma O’Connor, Steve Holmes, Owen
Appleby, Faye Herbertson, Jim Ketelaard, Peter Healey,
Richard Berry, Samantha Kelly
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser, Sr.
Margaret Keane sjs, Anne Loschiavo (Kempton) Rita
Madden, Maureen McKenzie, Stephen Sherman, John
Smith. Gerard White, Frank Kenny, Lea-anne Bourke,

20/01 L. Goebel

15/01 Kaye

22nd January
2017

All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.

Psalm 26

22/01 J. Crimmins
29/01 J. Sandeman

Church Cleaning:
22/01
J. Simpson, T. Gracias
29/01
B & M McGennisken

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
A. McIntyre
Reader:
A. Francis
Ministers: B & M McGennisken, K. Arnott
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome:: L. Goebel

Church Flowers:

All Saints’ Parish

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of
“The Spire” by email, please send us an email and we can
add you to a list of subscribers

HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
The Lord is my light and my help;
whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
Before whom shall I shrink?
There is one thing I ask of the Lord,
for this I long,
to live in the house of the Lord,
all the days of my life,
to savour the sweetness of the Lord,
to behold his temple.
I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness
in the land of the living.
Hope in him, hold firm and take heart.
Hope in the Lord!
The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - Matthew 4: 12-17
Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and
settled in Capernaum, a lakeside town on the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the
prophecy of Isaiah was to be fulfilled:
Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali!
Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan,
Galilee of the nations!
The people that lived in darkness
has seen a great light;
on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death
a light has dawned.
From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is close at hand.’

Gospel Reflection - Shine your light
Most of the gospel readings this year will be from the gospel of Matthew. As with any story, it is
probably best to read it from beginning to end over a few days, attending to all the elements in the
story. Elaine Wainwright’s new eco-rhetorical commentary on Matthew’s gospel invites us to read with
attention to habitat as well as to the human and the holy. The invitation to us as readers is to enter into
the drama with all its elements. We need to realise that what we bring to the text will inform our
reading of the text. What we notice will depend on our own social and cultural contexts and on our
capacity to bring our particular interpretive stance into dialogue with the worlds that inhabit the text.
While the main character in the story is Jesus, there are other characters and character groups,
including other-than-human characters.
In the passage selected for today, the Matthean Jesus makes his appearance as a great light that has
arisen in Galilee of the Gentiles. He is light for a people who have lived in darkness and the shadow of
death and oppression. In the context of Roman imperial rule, Jesus offers hope of an alternative reign.
We might focus on the gift of light. Without an appreciation of light itself we cannot really understand
this image.
Prayer
Jesus invites his hearers to expand their horizons, to
We believe that God is present in the
“repent” for the empire or kin-dom “of the heavens” has
come near. He then calls four fishermen to follow him, to
darkness before the dawn
join him on his mission of proclaiming the empire or reign
In the waiting and uncertainty where
“of the heavens”. The verb “to follow” is an invitation to live
fear and courage join hands
out in their lives/our lives the pattern of Jesus’ life. They
conflict and caring link arms
“immediately” leave their boat and their father and follow and the sun rises over barred windows.
him. Later in the story we find they still have their boat, an
We believe in a with-us-God who sits
indication that, at some levels, the story is to be read
down in our midst
symbolically. At times we need to distance ourselves from
to share our humanity
family expectations for the sake of the gospel. At times we
We affirm a faith
have to decentre our material possessions even while we
that takes us beyond the safe place:
affirm the goodness of their materiality and their
into action, into vulnerability.
significance for the work of the mission.
One might get the impression that the alternative We commit ourselves to work for change
and put ourselves on the line;
community that Jesus forms around him is all male. This
to bear responsibility, take risks,
impression is dispelled a few verses later when we learn
live powerfully and face humiliation;
that “great crowds followed him” (4:25). In Matthew 18,
there is specific mention of children and, towards the end
to stand with those on the edge;
of the gospel, we find that women have “followed Jesus
to choose life
from Galilee, ministering to him’” (27:55). There is a far
and be used by the Spirit
more extended group around Jesus than today’s reading
for God's new community of hope.
might suggest. Women, men, and children, we are all
Amen.
invited to turn our lives around and to live out in our lives 5The Iona Community, Iona Abbey Worship Book (Wild Goose Publications, 2001), 109
the pattern of Jesus’ life.
- Sr Veronica Lawson rsm

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
If you are ill or in Portland District Hospital
If you are ill and at home and would like me to visit please let me know. If you are in hospital please
say ‘yes’ to the question regarding a clergy visit. This is the only means for me to know if you are in
hospital and able then to come and visit you. Fr Greg.

Requests for Spire
If you have any requests or information you would like to be put on the Spire, could you please let me
know by the Wednesday prior. Many thanks Antonella
Dates to Remember
Parish Looking Forward Forum - March 9th 5.00pm - 6.30pm All Saints Church
Bishop’s Parish Visitation April 21st – 24th Portland. Dartmoor and Heywood
Photos of Parish activities required
If any of you “budding photographers” have taken photos over the last 18mths of parishioners involved
in parish activities (MacKillop 150th celebrations, Family Groups, etc) can you please email them to
allsaintsportlandvic@gmail.com. We are looking for as many as possible to include in brochures about
the parish. Your assistance is greatly appreciated.
The Loreto History
Upon their arrival in 1884 the Portland Guardian reported:
“It is not at all unlikely that this new an important addition to the
educational resources of our town may grow into considerable dimensions
and prove permanent benefit to the town and the Western District.” And
so it was – the Loreto presence in Portland was to be important both for
the town and the Institute. Gonzaga Barry's founding intent was "Leave
after you something on which others may build."
Mother Gonzaga Barry, was the leader of the first group of Loreto sisters
to the Australian colonies in 1875. On investigation it has been revealed
that Mother Gonzaga was small, plump, profoundly deaf and increasingly
dependent on the use of an ear trumpet. Yet during her 40 years in the
colonies she became one of the most significant figures in Australian
Catholic education, particularly for women. Ireland was in her soul and yet
she identified with her adopted country.
A woman of extraordinary energy and faith, she embraced educational
initiatives from kindergarten to tertiary level and founded teacher training
colleges in Ballarat and Melbourne. In the last 20 years of her life she took
a leading role among Mary Ward women worldwide in the cause of union.
By the time of her death in 1915, Loreto convents and schools had been
founded not only in Ballarat and Portland, but also in Hamilton, Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide and
Perth. Loreto Sisters had also staffed and run Parish schools such as All Saints, established
kindergartens and training colleges for teachers.
This is as true today, 130 years later, as was in 1884. There is so much upon which others have built
and will continue to build in the future. There is such a rich Loreto tradition here that not only looks
back today in gratitude, with some sadness as well, but looks with prophetic openness to the future.
This was characterised back in 1977 at the official opening of what was then the Christian Community
College, prior to it becoming Bayview, with the image of the breaking wave that features on the
College crest which was identified with the creative energy of the Holy Spirit breaking into the future.
- From the 130th Anniversary celebrations Fr Justin Driscoll homily

