6th Sunday of Ordinary Time.  
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Year A. 
12th February, 2017. 
First Reading Eccl 15:15-20 A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus . He never commanded anyone to be godless. If you wish, you can keep the commandments, to behave faithfully is within your power. He has set fire and water before you; put out your hand to whichever you prefer. Man has life and death before him; whichever a men likes better will be given him. For vast is the wisdom of the Lord; he is almighty and all-seeing. His eyes are on those who fear him, he notes every action of man. He never commanded anyone to be godless, he has given no one permission to sin. The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 118:1-2. 4-5. 17-18. 33-34. R. v.1 
(R.) Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord! 

1. They are happy whose life is blameless, who follow God’s law! They are happy those who do his will, seeking him with all their hearts. (R.) 

2. You have laid down your precepts to be obeyed with care. May my footsteps be firm to obey your statutes. (R.) 

3. Bless your servant and I shall live and obey your word. Open my eyes that I may consider the wonders of your law. (R.) 

4. Teach me the demands of your statutes and I will keep them to the end. Train me to observe your law, to keep it with my heart. (R.) 

Second Reading 1 Cor 2:6-10 A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians. God in his wisdom predestined our glory before the ages began. We have a wisdom to offer those who have reached maturity: not a philosophy of our age, it is true, still less of the masters of our age, which are coming to their end. The hidden wisdom of God which we teach in our mysteries is the wisdom that God predestined to be for our glory before the ages began. It is a wisdom that none of the masters of this age have ever known, or they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory; we teach what scripture calls: the things that no eye has seen and no ear has heard, things beyond the mind of man, all that God has prepared for those who love him. These are the very things that God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit reaches the depths of everything, even the depths of God. The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation See Mt 11:25 Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia! 

Gospel Mt 5:20-22. 27-28. 33-34. 37 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. Such was said to your ancestors; but I am speaking to you. Jesus said to his disciples: I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never get into the kingdom of heaven. ‘You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not kill; and if anyone does kill he must answer for it before the court. But I say this to you: anyone who is angry with his brother will answer for it before the court. ’You have learnt how it was said: You must not commit adultery. But I say this to you: if a man looks at a woman lustfully, he has already committed adultery with her in his heart. ‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the Lord. But I say this to you: do not swear at all. All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes, “No” if you mean no; anything more than this comes from the evil one.’ The Gospel of the Lord.
RECENT DEATHS:
ANNIVERSARIES:
Paul Ferguson, Barbara and Kevin Meehan, Cliff Olney, Michelle Gooden, Kevin Hickey.
SICK:  Loretta Kervin,  Nathan DeLorenzo,
Peter Stewart,  Helen Hunt,  Courtney McLennan,  Amber Bayne, Mitchell Johnstone,  Maddi Allardyce,  Steve Molloy (Hickman’s cousin).

WELCOME.
Parish of Cororooke.
P O Box 27, Cororooke 3254.

Phone: 5233 1282.
Moderator: Lucy Darcy 52331228.

Visiting Priest: Fr. Peter Murnane who has Sacramental responsibility including Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 0478761231

School Principal:   Anne Ruddell.  52331464.

St Brendan’s:  9.00am Sunday. 

 St Joseph’s:     10.30am Sunday.

ST.BRENDAN’S        Sunday   19th   9.00am

Communion Minister.     L. Darcy
Commentator                   C. Finlay
Reader                              A. McCarthy
Organist                            
Procession of gifts            
Lay Leaders

       J. Miller/M.Allan.
ST. JOSEPH’S    Sunday 10.30 am 
Communion Minister:  H. Gibson
Family:                           Mulheron

Lay Leaders:

    J & H McCormick.
 

ALTAR & SACRISTY DUTIES: 
St Joseph’s:   

            
Feb.            Hickman
March         Whytcross / Carmody.
ST BRENDAN’S: 
19th /25th Feb          B,Newcombe/ J. Robb
5th/12th March:       C. Ryan/K.O’Donnell.
COUNTERS:    
19th Feb :         J. Finlay

5th March:   L. Darcy.

Money is to be counted every 2nd weekend.
Dates to remember:
23rd Feb, 7pm            Finance Committee.

23rd Feb, 7.30pm      Parish Leadership.
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25th Feb, Market  @ Cororooke Hall.   

9am -1pm. Local produce, hand made items, Devonshire tea, sausage sizzle for the children. Please support your Hall Committee in their endeavours to update the kitchen!
WIDER COMMUNITY SUPPORT CENTACARE.
Wendy Garner, Counsellor,
from Warrnambool
visits Colac every fortnight.

Enquiries phone Wendy 55593000.
New Parish Leadership Members 2017:
Parishioners are asked to start the discerning process. Flyers and recommendation forms are at back of each church.     PLEASE give YOUR consideration for YOUR Parish Community.

Thank you to Keith Lenehan for the cutting down and removal of the dead trees around the church. It was extremely generous and we are very grateful for your generosity!
Reflection by Michael Tate 

We have just heard the least observed command of Our Lord in the Sermon on the Mount. Referring to oaths he taught, ‘Do not swear at all … instead let your “yes” mean yes and your “no” mean no. Whatever goes beyond these simple words is from the Evil One.’ The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the Lectionary for the Mass ©1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL). All rights reserved. The psalm texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, ©1963 by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. The sriptual quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. © Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd All use must be in accordance with your user licensing agreement. This is strong language. Why does Our Lord say this? In the same Sermon on the Mount, he teaches us the proper use of God’s name: ‘Our Father’. It is our privilege as adopted children of God to use God’s name in that way. The use of God’s name for oath-swearing is an abuse. Our Lord was trying to establish a new sort of society (The Kingdom) within which truth-telling was of paramount importance, where there is no two-tiered way of speaking the truth. Truth telling should issue simply from the character of the person – the truthful person truths. We know this at the very private level of intimate relationships. As a Church, we need to heed this passage and listen to the epistle of St James recalling this passage almost verbatim. (James 5:12-13) We could pause for a moment to pray that the Church herself heeds the Great Commission: ‘Teach them to keep all that I have commanded you. (Matthew 28.20).












