Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 26th February
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
D. Kierce
Ministers: A. Burns, A. O’Brien
Gifts:
C. Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
L. Cooper
Ministers: V. Bailey, B & M McGennisken
Gifts:
L. & D. Goebel
Welcome:: M. King
Next weekend: 5th March
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
D. Baudinette
Ministers: D. Kierce, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome:

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
A. McIntyre
Reader:
K. Loftus
Ministers: K. Arnott, J. Fitzpatrick
L. Goebel
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome:: A & M Francis

Church Flowers:

Judy Hill

Church Linen:

17/02 A. McIntyre
03/03 J. Hall

Church Cleaning:
26/02
05/03
Heywood:

P & G Priestley,
K. Howman
G. Lewis, M. Francis

05/03 Vicki
Cleaning: T. Bull
Flowers:
Mowing: N. Bull

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
26th February
2017

All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

8th Sunday
Ordinary Time
Year A

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Weekday Services, 28/02 to 03/03
Tuesday:
5.00pm
Ash Wednesday: 10.00am

Thursday:
Friday:

7.00pm
10.00am
10.00am
10.30am

Mass (in Presbytery)
Mass at All Saints
Parish Primary School
Mass (in Church)
Mass (in Presbytery)
Mass (in Presbytery)
World Day of Prayer
Bayview College

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Ian Berry, Owen Williams, Peter Crowe, Sr Rosalie SJG
Anniversaries:
Peter Lewis (10th anniversary), Anna Ackerley, Ron
O’Brien, William Crowe, George Kennett, Jack Manley,
Maureen O’Brien,
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser, Sr.
Margaret Keane sjs, Rita Madden, Maureen McKenzie,
John Smith. Gerard White, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy
Legray
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.

Collections - Thank You
Planned Giving:

$ 1,182.00

(inc. EFT)

Dartmoor:

All Saints’ Parish

New pledges:

$

Presbytery:

$

634.70

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of
“The Spire” by email, please send us an email and we can
add you to a list of subscribers

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am
HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.

Psalm 61

Rest in God alone, my soul.
In God alone is my soul at rest;
my help comes from him.
He alone is my rock, my stronghold,
my fortress: I stand firm.
In God alone be at rest, my soul;
for my hope comes from him.
He alone is my rock, my stronghold,
my fortress: I stand firm.

In God is my safety and glory,
the rock of my strength.
Take refuge in God all you people.
Trust him at all times.
Pour our your hearts before him.
Rest in God alone, my soul.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
The word of God is living and active;
it probes the thoughts and motives of our heart.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - Matthew 6: 24-34
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘No one can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the first and love the
second, or treat the first with respect and the second with scorn. You cannot be the slave both of God and of
money.
‘That is why I am telling you not to worry about your life and what you are to eat, nor about your body and how
you are to clothe it. Surely life means more than food, and the body more than clothing! Look at the birds in the
sky. They do not sow or reap or gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth
much more than they are? Can any of you, for all his worrying, add one single cubit to his span of life? And why
worry about clothing? Think of the flowers growing in the fields; they never have to work or spin; yet I assure
you that not even Solomon in all his regalia was robed like one of these. Now if that is how God clothes the
grass in the field which is there today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, will he not much more look after
you, you men of little faith? So do not worry, do not say, “What are we to eat? What are we to drink? How are
we to be clothed?” It is the pagans who set their hearts on all these things. Your heavenly Father knows you
need them all. Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on his righteousness, and all these other things will be
given you as well. So do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own.’

Gospel Reflection - Understanding the righteousness of Jesus
“Today’s trouble is enough for today!” These are the concluding words of the gospel for this Sunday. We are
“not to be anxious”. Rather, we are invited to be single-minded in our commitment. The challenge of this gospel
is to live in the present, in right relationship and connection with the whole Earth community and to trust in the
goodness and providence of God. That is not always easy, especially for certain personalities and under certain
difficult circumstances. In What Makes us Tick? The Ten Desires That Drive Us, Hugh Mackay claims that there
is an epidemic of anxiety in the Western world. He reflects on our need to embrace our connectedness with
ourselves, with each other, and with nature. If our innate desire to connect is frustrated or neglected, Mackay
believes that the desire to control and the desire to be taken seriously will “expand unhealthily”. It is all a
question of balance and of daily attention to the right ordering of our relationships with the material world, with
one another and with God. Anxiety inhibits healthy living and impacts negatively on ourselves as well as on our
community environments.
The challenge not to be anxious appears six times in various forms in this one gospel reading. Three times in
this passage Jesus tells the assembled crowd, including his disciples, not to worry. They are not to be anxious
about food or drink or clothing. Neither are they to worry about what tomorrow might bring. It is clear that Jesus
does not discount the human need for food and drink and clothing, for he states explicitly that God knows that
they need all these things (6:32). Jesus’ concern is with their “little faith” or their lack of trust in God’s capacity
to provide for the needs of all living beings. He challenges his listeners to be attentive to the processes among
all living things, such as the way the birds of the air are fed and the lilies of the field are clothed. He also invites
attentiveness to the life-sustaining processes at work in our own bodies. The hairs of our head, for instance,
grow without any effort or anxiety on our part.
Jesus places all this in the context of the right ordering of our relationships with the whole Earth community,
expressed in terms of seeking God’s kin-dom and God’s “righteousness”. There is an echo here of Matthew 5:6
where those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are said to be blessed and told that they will “be filled”. In
other words, God will care for them in the same way as God cares for the birds of the air and the lilies of the
fields. - Sr Veronica Lawson rsm

My Parish
My Parish is comprised of people like me.
I help make it what it is.
It will be friendly if I am.
Its pews will be filled, if I fill them.
It will do great work, if I work.

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver.
It will bring people into worship and fellowship, if I invite and bring them.
It will be a Parish of loyalty, and love, of fearfulness and faith, and a Parish with noble spirit.
If I, who make it what it is am filled with these things.
Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all these
things that I want my Parish to be.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Project Compassion 2017
Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal is an extraordinary,
ongoing demonstration of the faith, love and generosity of the Catholic congregation and caring
supporters throughout Australia to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.
Project Compassion demonstrates how love for our neighbours can transform lives this year.
Starting on Ash Wednesday, 1st March, we are sharing stories from people in Philippines, Timor
Leste, Indigenous Australia, Vietnam, and Fiji. Their stories humble and inspire us, and show how your
contributions to Project Compassion help people build better lives for themselves, their families and
their communities.
Please collect your envelopes at the front of the church.
Dates to Remember
World Day of Prayer - Fri 3rd March, Bayview Gymnasium
10.30am
Parish Looking Forward Forum - March 9th 5.00pm - 6.30pm All
Saints Church
Bishop’s Parish Visitation April 21st – 24th Portland. Dartmoor
and Heywood
Pledge cards
Thank you to the parishioners who have already returned their
pledge cards. Can those yet to do so please ensure that they are
returned in the next 2 weeks.
Also we have had some enquiries in regard to bank account
details, they are as follows:
Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB:

083 532

Acct #: 51598 1661

Southern Stars Family Group
Southern Stars Family Group will meet next on Sunday 5th March at 43 Panoramic Drive, Cape
Bridgewater, at 1400 hrs for a brief (45 minute return approx) taste of the Great South West Walk
followed by Afternoon Tea at the meeting point. Please BYO suitable walking gear and a plate to
share. Tea and coffee and chairs provided.
Pancake Tuesday
All are invited to a pancake lunch on Tuesday February 28th at 12 noon $10 savoury & sweet
pancakes St John's Anglican Church Heywood.
Catholic Social Services Victoria - responding to domestic violence
“Our goal must be a society where all people are safe in their home, families and close relationships;
where violence and abuse are not acceptable; and where all relationships respect the equality and
dignity of each person. This is part of the Gospel vision of love and respect. - Victorian Bishops 2016
Domestic and family violence is a crisis in Australia. On average each week in Australia a woman dies
as a result of family violence. 1 in 4 children experience the fear and distress of witnessing their
mother being abused. Overwhelmingly the victims of domestic and family violence are women and
children.
What can we as a Catholic Community, do about domestic and family violence?
For advice or support in relation to family violence call 1800 RESPECT (24 hours)

