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lives are enhanced by worship that enriches, leadership that is shared and service that cares.
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The blessings upon which we meditate today are undeserved gifts from God.
They were not earned. The graciousness of God transforms us in such a way as
to effect new beginnings. It can be seen in the promises made to Abram. He
leaves the past behind and moves into a new future. It can be seen in the psalm
response. The Lord delivers us from death and inspires us to look to the future. It can be seen in
the reading from 2 Timothy. Through Christ Jesus we are called to a new life of holiness; we
escape the fetters of death and are brought into the freedom of the resurrection. We see it in the
gospel, a glimpse into the future glory of Jesus which, through grace, we will be able to share.
Lent is a time of new beginnings which find their origin in the abundant blessings of God .

The ultimate blessing of God is Jesus himself. As Abram was called to be the source of blessing
for all others, as Peter, James and John were chosen to witness the transfiguration of Jesus, so
today we too are invited to look to Jesus for inspiration during this holy season. Paul speaks of

the salvation that Jesus brings as having come, not because of any works of righteousness that we
might have performed, but because of the grace of God. Once again the Lenten readings focus
on the merciful action of God in our lives, and in the end they point to Jesus.

PROJECT COMPASSION 2017% Week?2
Martina from Timor-Leste, Short Story

For Martina, an East Timorese mother of eight, escaping do-
mestic violence was the first step in her journey to a new
life. But at first, her future seemed very uncertain. Timor-
Leste is one of the least developed countries in the world, with extremely low levels of
basic health, literacy and income. Most East Timorese live in rural areas, with very limited
access to basic services or livelihood training, and many households don’t have enough
food year round.

The shelter where Martina sought refuge, Uma PAS, offered her many ways to transcend
these challenges. Uma PAS is a partner in Caritas Australia’s Protection Program, a
holistic community-wide program in Timor-Leste that offers women like Martina economic
empowerment and a life of safety in a supportive community.

Through the program, she was linked with a network of support services, and this enabled
her to undertake livelihood training and start a small business to support her children. The
program also linked her with a supportive community.

“‘Martina is a person who did not want to give up, but wanted to be able to support her
family,” her counsellor at the shelter says. Through the Protection Program, Martina says,
‘I have learnt how to change my life to support myself, and my children.”




