Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 19th March
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
C. Leonard
Ministers: A. Burns, A. O’Brien
Gifts:
C. Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
J. Sandeman
Reader:
B. Healy
Ministers: J. Burns, A. Loving, I. Eichler
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome:: B & M McGennisken
Next weekend: 26th March
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Couttie
Ministers: F. Mizzi, D. Kierce
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Kierce

Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Loftus
Reader:
K. Arnott
Ministers: P. Howman, J. Sandeman,
A. McIntyre
Gifts:
B & M McGennisken
Welcome:: M. King

Church Flowers:

Judy Hall

Church Linen:

17/03 B. Teal
31/03 L. Goebel

Church Cleaning:
19/03
26/03

M. Schultz, J. Sandeman
A. McIntyre, M. Finnegan
L. Elford

Heywood:

19/03 volunteer pls

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: volunteer pls
Flowers: A. Harvey
Mowing: G. Harvey

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

“The Spire“
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Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
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All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

3rd Sunday
Lent
Year A

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Weekday Services, 21/03 to 24/03
Masses at Heywood and Dartmoor will not recommence
until April (due to Fr Greg’s illness).

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

5.00pm
5.00pm
10.00am

No Mass
Mass (in Presbytery)
No Mass

Friday:

10.00am

Mass (in Presbytery)

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Anniversaries:
Bon Edgcumbe, Raphael Mizzi, Dan McCabe,
Stanley Toleman, Elizabeth Moroney, Michael Mugavin,
Neil Walsh
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, Rita Madden, Maureen
McKenzie, John Smith. Gerard White, Lea-anne Bourke,
Rudy Legray
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.

Planned Giving:

$ 656.00

(inc. EFT)

Presbytery:

$ 502.60

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of
“The Spire” by email, please send us an email and we can
add you to a list of subscribers

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am
HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led
Assembly, 9.00am

Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.

Psalm 94
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Recent Deaths:
Jeffrey Page

Collections - Thank You

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Children’s Liturgy
26th March
Julie/Gabrielle

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord.
Come in; let us bow and bend low;
let us kneel before the God who made us
for he is our God and we
the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Gospel Acclamation
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world;
give me living water, that I may never thirst again.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - Jn 4:5-15. 19-26. 39-42
Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well
is there and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a
Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His disciples had gone into the
town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘What? You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a
drink?’ – Jews, in fact, do not associate with Samaritans. Jesus replied:
‘If you only knew what God is offering and who it is that is saying to you:
Give me a drink, you would have been the one to ask, and he would have given you living water.’
‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is deep: how could you get this living water? Are you a
greater man than our father Jacob who gave us this well and drank from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’
Jesus replied:
‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again:
but anyone who drinks the water that I shall give will never be thirsty again:
the water that I shall give will turn into a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.’
‘Sir,’ said the woman, ‘give me some of that water, so that I may never get thirsty and never have to come here
again to draw water. I see you are a prophet, sir. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, while you say that
Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said:
‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
You worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know; for salvation comes from the Jews.
But the hour will come – in fact it is here already –
when true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth:
that is the kind of worshipper the Father wants.
God is spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.’
The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, Christ – is coming; and when he comes he will tell us
everything.’ ‘I who am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’
Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the strength of the woman’s testimony, so, when the
Samaritans came up to him, they begged him to stay with them. He stayed for two days, and when he spoke to
them many more came to believe; and they said to the woman, ‘Now we no longer believe because of what you
told us; we have heard him ourselves and we know that he really is the saviour of the world.’

Gospel Reflection - Listening to the lives of others
Those privileged to act as catechists in the RCIA program over the Lenten period will be introducing the
candidates to some of our most treasured gospel stories. In 1963, Vatican II’s Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy called for the restoration of certain early Church practices. The two main features of Lent, baptism and
penance, were to be given greater emphasis in the liturgy and in liturgical catechesis. More use was to be
made of the baptismal elements proper to the Lenten liturgy. Some features that were part of an earlier tradition
were to be restored. In response to this call, John’s stories of the Samaritan woman, the man born blind and the
raising of Lazarus were moved from the weekday to the Sunday liturgy. Thus, three weeks into Lent, the liturgy
invites us to take a faith journey in the company of a courageous outsider, an unnamed woman from a despised
religious group.
A woman of Samaria comes to draw water from the well of Jacob, Israel’s great ancestor in faith. She belongs
in a long line of women whose lot as women is to undertake the burdensome, often dangerous, daily toil of
carrying water so that their families might simply survive. Jesus asks the woman for a drink and elicits a
bewildered response. Her response, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”,
provides the opportunity for Jesus to move into an extended and constantly deepening exchange in which the
woman proves herself a knowledgeable and worthy dialogue partner.
The pursuit of water, a key baptismal symbol in the gospel tradition, provides the catalyst for her journey to faith
in Jesus as the Messiah or Christ and her engagement in the mission of proclaiming the good news to her
people.
Commentators tend to focus on the woman’s marital status, usually in negative terms. Because she has had
five husbands, many presume that she is a sinner although there is nothing in the text to support this position.
Successive husbands may have died. Financial, religious or societal constraints may have functioned in her
decision to remarry. The “husbands” may refer to the strange gods that claimed the allegiance of the
Samaritans. There is no consensus among scholars.
At the outset, the woman views Jesus simply as a Jew who breaks with established custom by asking her for
water. She comes to accept him as the provider of living water. Jesus understands her life story and opens up
the way for her to accept him as a prophet. She risks sharing her own convictions about the locus of worship
and is gifted with new understanding and Jesus’ further self-disclosure. She leaves her water jar behind and
brings others to faith in Jesus as Messiah and saviour of the world.. - Sr Veronica Lawson rsm

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Dates to Remember
Anointing Mass - Tuesday April 18th April 11am All Saints Church
Bishop’s Parish Visitation April 21st – 24th Portland. Dartmoor and Heywood
Parish Looking Forward Forum - 4th May Thursday 5.00pm - 6.30pm, All Saints Church

Pledge cards
Thank you to the parishioners who have already returned their pledge cards. Can those yet to do so
please ensure that they are returned in the next week.
Also we have had some enquiries in regard to bank account details, they are as follows:
Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB:

083 532

Acct #: 51598 1661
Book Club
Next meeting of the Parish book club will be held on Thursday 30th March 2017 at 8.00 p.m. at Roy’s
Lane.
Subject book by Ion Idriess.
Fundraiser All Saints Church - Baroque By the Bay
Sunday 2nd April, 1.30pm All Saints Church
Baroque By the Bay is a complete performance of Pergolesi’s ‘Stabat Mater’ with chamber orchestra
featuring Madlaina Meister (soprano) Melissa Francis (alto) and Hamilton & Alexandra College
students with Benjamin Hiscock (organ), Ben Singh (cello), Kate Wear (violin), Rahel Bunge (violin).
$28 Premium tickets (booklet and tea included)
$15 General admission (seat only)
Tickets online at www.baroque-by-the-bay2017.eventbrite.com.au
All profits donated to All Saints Church
“We will Remember Them” ANZAC Centenary Tribute Show
A unique opportunity to connect and commemorate the WW1 legacy - as reflected in songs, scenes,
costumes and décor of the era - woven together to create entertaining and memorable experience.
Developed by Sunbury Choral Association, this musical theatre production has moved and delighted
audiences in Melbourne.
Crossley St. Brigid’s Hall - Koroit, Port Fairy Road
Sat 29th April 2017
-

2.00pm Matinee



7.30 pm Evening

Admission $25/ $20 / $15
Bookings: www.sunburychoral.asn.au
T: 0431 323 734
E: sunburychoral@gmail.com

