Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 26th March
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Couttie
Ministers: F. Mizzi, D. Kierce
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Loftus
Reader:
K. Arnott
Ministers: P. Howman, J. Sandeman,
A. McIntyre
Gifts:
B & M McGennisken
Welcome:: M. King
Next weekend: 2nd April
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
D. Kierce
Ministers: A. Burns, M. Lambert
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: F. Mizzi

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Arnott
Reader:
M. Kearney
Ministers: V. Bailey
B & M McGennisken
Gifts:
L & D Goebel
Welcome:: A & M Francis

Church Flowers:

Judy Hall

Church Linen:

17/03 B. Teal
31/03 L. Goebel

Church Cleaning:
26/03
02/04
Heywood:

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
26th March
2017

All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

4th Sunday
Lent
Year A

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Weekday Services, 28/03 to 31/03
Masses at Heywood and Dartmoor will not recommence
until April (due to Fr Greg’s illness).

Tuesday:
Wednesday:

No Mass
2.00pm

Thursday:

No Mass

Friday:

10.00am
1.30pm

Funeral Uniting Church
(Joy Jennings)
Mass (in Presbytery)
Harbourside Service

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Fr. Paul Gardiner SJ (brother of Sr. Claire IBVM)
Joy Jennings
Anniversaries:
Ted Pound, Annie (Nancy) Walsh, John Arundell,
Michael Couttie,
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, Rita Madden, Maureen
McKenzie, John Smith. Gerard White, Lea-anne Bourke,
Rudy Legray
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.

A. McIntyre, M. Finnegan
L. Elford
The Arnott Family

19/03 volunteer pls
02/04 Vicki

Collections - Thank You

Cleaning: volunteer pls
Flowers: A. Harvey
Mowing: G. Harvey

Children’s Liturgy
26th March

203.30
562.30

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass

$ 1,421.00 (inc. EFT)

Project Comp:

$
$

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

HEYWOOD
Julie/Gabrielle
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am

Planned Giving:
Presbytery:

Dartmoor:

All Saints’ Parish

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of
“The Spire” by email, please send us an email and we can
add you to a list of subscribers

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.

Psalm 22
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit.
He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would I fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort.
You have prepared a banquet for me
In the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing.
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
for ever and ever.
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Gospel Acclamation
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel Connections - Jn 9:1. 6-9. 13-17. 34-38
As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. He spat on the ground, made a paste with
the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name
that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed himself, and came away with his sight restored.
His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’
Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am the
man.’
They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when Jesus made the
paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he said, ‘He put
a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from
God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was
disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself,
now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.
‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And they
drove him away.
Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of
Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him;
he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him.

Gospel Reflection - The Blind Come to See
There are none so blind as those who will not see.” Last week, we journeyed with a woman of Samaria from
bewilderment to deep insight into Jesus’ identity and mission and to a strong personal faith commitment. This
week, we are invited on a faith journey with a man born blind and with the different groups of participants in the
drama. All have the opportunity of coming to faith. Not all accept the invitation. Ironically, the blind come to see,
both physically and spiritually, while those who are gifted with physical sight remain in spiritual darkness.
In healing the man born blind, Jesus performs the sixth of eight powerful actions or “signs” in John’s gospel that
reveal God’s power at work in Jesus and in the lives of those who seek life. The “signs” invite the reader/hearer
viewer
to
accept
Jesus
and
his
revelation
of
God
and
God’s
purposes.
Time features significantly in the story. Jesus heals the blind beggar on the Sabbath. The Jerusalem authorities
have already raised objections about Jesus’ Sabbath healing activity (John 5). Once again they object that he is
failing to observe the Sabbath. They label him a sinner. Ironically, in the final authoritative analysis, it is they
who “remain in their sins”.
This story reminds us of the need to check out our assumptions. It also reminds us to accept the fact that we
can be wrong about things we have always believed. It invites us to be open to see differently or from a new
perspective. Jesus’ disciples, the parents of a man born blind, his neighbours, the religious authorities all
operate out of unchecked assumptions. They mostly come to the wrong conclusions. Only those willing to admit
that they have it wrong have any chance of coming to faith.
In the common estimation, the man was blind, so he or his parents must have sinned. Not so, according to
Jesus. From the perspective of the authorities, Jesus heals on the Sabbath and is therefore a sinner. Not so,
from Jesus’ point of view. The man was born blind and so needs others to speak for him. Not so, say his
parents, he can speak for himself. He does speak for himself and quite eloquently, to the chagrin of the
religious authorities. He presents them with the truth about Jesus but they refuse to accept the word of an
outcast. Their reaction is violent: they drive him out. But Jesus goes in search of him and leads him to yet
deeper levels of faith and understanding. You may like to read the story once more and put yourself in the place
of the different characters. There is a little bit of each character in every one of us.. - Sr Veronica Lawson rsm
My Parish
My Parish is comprised of people like me.
I help make it what it is.
It will be friendly if I am.
Its pews will be filled, if I fill them.
It will do great work, if I work.
It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver.
It will bring people into worship and fellowship, if I invite and bring them.
It will be a Parish of loyalty, and love, of fearfulness and faith, and a Parish with noble spirit.
If I, who make it what it is am filled with these things.
Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all these
things that I want my Parish to be.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Dates to Remember
Anointing Mass - Tuesday April 18th April 11am All Saints Church
Bishop’s Parish Visitation April 21st – 24th Portland. Dartmoor and Heywood
Parish Looking Forward Forum - 4th May Thursday 5.00pm - 6.30pm, All Saints Church

Briny Bunch
Briny Bunch outdoor games night at John & Colleen Legg’s home - 90 Oakpark Road
Friday 31st March - 6pm.
BYO drinks and a plate of finger food to share.
Ph: 5523 3436
Book Club
Next meeting of the Parish book club will be held on Thursday 30th March 2017 at 8.00 p.m. at Roy’s
Lane.
Subject book by Ion Idriess.
Fundraiser All Saints Church - Baroque By the Bay
Sunday 2nd April, 1.30pm All Saints Church
Baroque By the Bay is a complete performance of Pergolesi’s ‘Stabat Mater’ with chamber orchestra
featuring Madlaina Meister (soprano) Melissa Francis (alto) and Hamilton & Alexandra College
students with Benjamin Hiscock (organ), Ben Singh (cello), Kate Wear (violin), Rahel Bunge (violin).
$28 Premium tickets (booklet and tea included)
$15 General admission (seat only)
Tickets online at www.baroque-by-the-bay2017.eventbrite.com.au
All profits donated to All Saints Church
Disability Program: Carers, families and the system
Are you a parent of a child with a disability, or carer for a person with a disability? Do you want to know more about the
National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)? This program explores changes in the disability support system and
discusses future planning with a family-centred approach. The program consists of four sessions of three hours each in
duration. Participants must attend the first session to continue in the program and cannot bring the person they care for.

Session 1: Preparing for change
Wednesday 10 May 2017
Carers will explore the differences between the current and emerging new service system (NDIS). It explores
future planning based on a family-centred approach.
Session 2: Adapting to change
Wednesday 24 May 2017
This session explores the challenges and concerns carers may have in relation to change and planning for the
future. It enables the carer to take steps towards developing a plan that works for them and for the person
they care for.
Session 3: Managing the change
Wednesday 31 May 2017
Carers will learn about the NDIS plan management options on offer, identify the necessary skills, and build on
their existing capacity and knowledge to self-manage the plan.
Session 4: Making your voice heard
Wednesday 7 June 2017
This session will provide carers with an overview of their prevailing rights and the rights of the person you care
for, ways to advocate, and strategies to communicate effectively with professionals in the service sector.
Time: 10am to 1pm Where: Portland Business Hub, 33 Percy Street, Portland Cost: FREE RSVP: Tuesday 2 May
2017 to Mpower Inc 5561 8111.

