Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 23rd April
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
P. O’Brien
Ministers: F. Mizzi, M. Lambert
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
A. McIntyre
Reader:
I. Eichler
Ministers: L. Goebel, J. Burns, D. Arnott
Gifts:
T. Mizzi, C. Boyadjian
Welcome:: B & M McGennisken
Next weekend: 30th April
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
volunteer please
Ministers: A. Burns, A. O’Brien
Gifts:
C. Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: D. Kierce

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Church Linen:

Heywood:

Dartmoor:

16/04 Kaye
30/04 Volunteer pls
Cleaning: Karen Bull
Flowers: Kizzie O’Dea
Mowing: Leo Bull

All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

2nd Sunday
Easter
Year A

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Weekday Services

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au

25/04 to 28/04

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

9.00am ANZAC Day Mass
5.00pm Mass
No Mass

Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm

Friday:

No Mass
6.00pm Night Prayer

All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

23/04 J. Hall
07/05 B. Teal

J. Simpson, T. Gracias
B & M McGennisken

23rd April
2017

Anniversaries:
Greg Pound, Christopher Powell, Peter West,
Stan Gliszczynski, Carmen del Fierro, Myra Proudfoot
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, Rita Madden, Maureen
McKenzie, John Smith. Gerard White, Lea-anne Bourke,
Rudy Legray

M. Schultz, J. Sandeman
Easter: J. Crimmins

Church Cleaning:
23/04
30/04

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor

Recent Deaths:
Fr Francis Madden, Sr Mary Roarty IBVM (Mother
Edmund), Brendan Hoy, Sr Margaret Houlihan RSM

Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
P. Howman
Reader:
A. Francis
Ministers: K. Howman, A. Loving, I. Eichler
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome:: M. King

Church Flowers:

All Saints’ Parish

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.

Collections - Thank You
Planned Giving:

$

Project Comp:
$
Good Friday Appeal: $
Presbytery:

767.50 (inc. EFT)
952.50
425.30

$ 1,150.00

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of
“The Spire” by email, please send us an email and we can
add you to a list of subscribers

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am
HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led
Assembly, 9.00am

Children’s Liturgy
23rd April
Kate

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Psalm 117
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting
Let the sons of Israel say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let those who fear the Lord say:
'His love has no end.'
I was thrust, thrust down and falling
but the Lord was my helper.
The Lord is my strength and my song;
he was my saviour.
There are shouts of joy and victory
in the tents of the just.
The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord;
we rejoice and are glad.
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen
me;
happy those who have not seen me, but still believe!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

John: 20: 19-31

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace
be with you,’ and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they
saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.
‘As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them and said:
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.
For those whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain,
they are retained.’
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the
disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in
his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side,
I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them.
The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then
he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my
side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him:
‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in
this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing this you may have life through his name.

Gospel Reflection - Belief and trust takes time
Not so long ago we used to speak of the Sundays ‘after’ Easter. The terminology has changed and we now
speak of the Sundays ‘of’ Easter. In other words, we now recognise that the liturgical readings and prayers for
each Sunday between Easter and Pentecost invite us into different movements of the one great symphony of
resurrection faith.
The first scene in today’s gospel has the disciples hiding behind closed doors “for fear” of those who had
handed Jesus over to be executed by the Roman authorities. As supporters of someone executed on a political
charge, they had reason to be fearful. Jesus appears among them, offers a greeting of peace, and tells them
that he has been sent by God, his ‘Father’. They receive from him the gift of the Holy Spirit. He sends them in
turn to bring peace and to mediate the forgiveness of God through the power of the Spirit. The story invites us
as believers to place ourselves in the shoes of the earliest disciples. It invites us to receive the gift of the Spirit,
to emerge from behind the doors that close us in on ourselves and that prevent us from rising above the fear of
reprisals in the pursuit of justice and peace.
The second and third scenes in today’s gospel focus on Thomas who was not with the other disciples when
Jesus first appeared in their midst. Thomas seems to trust only his own first hand experience. We all know
people like Thomas. They test our patience because they seem to lack imagination. Then they make big
statements when they come around to understanding what everyone else has known for a while. If we think,
however, that those who hear in the first place are any better than Thomas, we need to note that the doors are
still closed eight days later! The simple fact of knowing has not dispelled the fears. Even those who do believe
and trust often need time to take the gospel message on board.
While Christians continue to celebrate Easter, our Jewish sisters and brothers have been marking Yom
HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day (April 27-28). We might join our prayers with theirs for the many who
died at the hands of those who allowed their racial fears and prejudices to take unimaginable directions. We
might also pray for the courage to challenge all forms of discrimination and shameful brutality in our own times
and the strength to open our hearts and our homland, without fear, to those who seek refuge among us.
- Sr Veronica Lawson rsm

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Dates to Remember
Bishop’s Parish Visitation April 21st – 24th Portland. Dartmoor and Heywood
Parish Looking Forward Forum - 4th May Thursday 5.00pm - 6.30pm, All Saints Church
Morning Tea with the Bishop
Morning tea in church after mass on Sunday 23rd after 10.30am mass. All are welcome to stay for a
cuppa, please bring a plate to share.
Looking Forward Parish Meeting
Bishop Paul Bird will visit Portland Parish on Friday 21 April to Monday 24 April. Also as part of the
ongoing Looking Forward pastoral planning process, all parishioners are invited to a meeting with the
Vicar-General, Fr Justin Driscoll, and Amanda Smith, Pastoral Services Consultant, at All
Saints, 5pm Thursday 4 May. Should you have any matters you wish to raise ahead of the Bishop’s
Visitation or the Looking Forward meeting, you are most welcome to contact Amanda on 5337 7125
or amanda.smith@ballarat.catholic.org.au Thank you.
Pastoral Letter to the Catholics of Victoria
“Euthanasia and assisted suicide are the opposite of care and represent the abandonment of the sick
and the suffering, of older and dying persons. Instead, we encourage all people of goodwill, to respond
to this new challenge with truth and compassion. We wish to affirm that our task is to protect, nurture
and sustain life to the best of our ability.”
A copy of the Pastoral Letter to the Catholics of Victoria is available for all to take at the front of the
church.
Book Club
The next Book Club meeting will be Thursday 27th April 2017 at 8.00 p.m. at Panorama Drive,
Bridgewater. The book is “Working Class Boy”, Jimmy Barnes
Sisters of the Good Samaritan - The Good Oil 2017
Young Writers’ Award
The Good Oil 2017 Young Writers’ Award seeks to encourage and
support the development of younger writers interested in exploring
ideas, contemporary issues and stories about people and
happenings from a contemporary Christian perspective. The
award is open to ALL secondary school students and post-school
young adults in Australia, Japan, the Philippines and
Kiribati. Entrants are invited to submit a piece of writing, between
750 and 1000 words adopting one of the following writing
styles: journalistic feature writing (e.g. profiles of people or issuesbased articles based on interviews); opinion writing; creative
writing or first person reflective writing. In their chosen writing
style, entrants are asked to explore the theme “Who is my
neighbour?”. Entries for the award close on Tuesday, July 11,
2017. More than $3,000 in prize money is on offer. More details
can be downloaded from the Good Samaritan Sisters’
website www.goodsams.org.au

My Parish
My Parish is comprised of people like me.
I help make it what it is.
It will be friendly if I am.
Its pews will be filled, if I fill them.
It will do great work, if I work.
It will make generous gifts to many
causes, if I am a generous giver.
It will bring people into worship and
fellowship, if I invite and bring them.
It will be a Parish of loyalty, and love, of
fearfulness and faith, and a Parish with
noble spirit.
If I, who make it what it is am filled with
these things.
Therefore, with the help of God, I shall
dedicate myself to the task of being all
these
things that I want my Parish to be.

