Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 28th May
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
M. Schultz
Ministers: A. Burns, A. O’Brien
Gifts:
Ciara Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
P. Howman
Reader:
A. Francis
Ministers: K. Howman, A. Loving, I. Eichler
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome:: M. King
Next weekend: 4th June
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
P. Couttie
Ministers: D. Kierce, M. Lambert
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: F. Mizzi

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Kath McNamara

Church Linen:

21/05 P. Bailey
04/06 J. Hall

Church Cleaning:

28/05 P & G Priestley
04/06 K. Howman &
G. Lewis

Heywood:

21/05 volunteer please
04/06 Kaye

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: volunteer please
Flowers: Ann-Marie Harvey
Mowing: Gerald Harvey

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

28th May
2017
Ascension of
the Lord
Year A

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

Weekday Services

30/05 to 02/06

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

No Mass
No Mass
10.00am Mass

Friday:

11.00am Catholic Education Mass
All Saints Primary School
5.30pm Prayer for Christian Unity

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Loftus
Reader:
G. Lewis
Ministers: P. Howman, V. Bailey, K. Arnott
Gifts:
B & M McGennisken
Welcome:: A & M Francis

Church Flowers:

All Saints’ Parish

Presbytery:

$
$

1,100.00

(inc. EFT)

632.30

Anniversaries:
Sheila Young, Maryanne Gore, Pat Pluckhahn, Margaret
Belden, Frank Sileni, Dwayne Alexander, Kathleen
Wilson, Marg Van Heughten

All peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
great king over all the earth.

Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, Rita Madden, Maureen
McKenzie, John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray,
Graeme Sewell

God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
Sing praise for God, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praise.

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy

HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led
Assembly, 9.00am

June 11th
Mel

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
If you would like to receive a weekly copy of
“The Spire” by email, please send us an email and we can
add you to a list of subscribers

Psalm 42
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.

Planned Giving:

All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Recent Deaths:
Gerard White, Neave Young, Rosalie Andre, Nancy
Colasante (Fr Marcello’s mother)

If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Collections - Thank You

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil

God is king of all the earth.
Sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations;
God reigns on his holy throne.
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
Go and teach all people my gospel.
I am with you always, until the end of the world.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Matthew: 28: 16-20

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When
they saw him they fell down before him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He
said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the
nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to
observe all the commandments I gave to you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to the end of
time.’

Gospel Reflection - Transformed by Loss
Loss is an integral part of the human experience, and death is generally the most painful experience of
loss. Today’s Feast of the Ascension invites us to face the experience of loss in a transformative way. In
Ordinary Time, we celebrate the life and ministry of Jesus. Over the period of Lent and Easter, we have
been remembering his death and resurrection. As we come towards the end of the Easter season, the
liturgy draws us into another aspect of the Mystery, that of the presence of the Risen One even in his
absence.
While today’s gospel recounts Matthew’s story of Jesus’ final encounter with his disciples, it does not
provide an account of Jesus’ “ascension” or return to God. For that, we must turn to the first reading,
from the Acts of the Apostles. The story presupposes a pre-scientific, three-tiered understanding of the
structure of the world. In this ancient view, God is in the heavens above and the prophet Jesus, like the
prophet Elijah of old, is caught up into God’s presence. The Holy Spirit will “descend” upon God’s people
and “clothe” them with power to bring the gospel to the ends of the earth. The vertical (up and down)
movement is balanced by a horizontal movement: Jesus’ family and followers who grieve the loss of
their loved one are told not to keep looking up to the heavens. They have work to do: strengthened by
his blessing, they are to stay in the city for the present and be empowered by the Holy Spirit to continue
the prophetic ministry of Jesus, to be witnesses to his death and resurrection. They have to face the fact
that the physical loss of Jesus means a new and different sort of presence and that they have a role to
play in making him present in their world.
The gospel reading for today has Jesus on a mountain top where he commissions his male disciples to
make disciples of all nations. He has already commissioned the women on the open road to announce
the good news of the resurrection (Matthew 28:10). They are to be fearless in their mission. In
Matthew’s final chapter, then, both men and women are commissioned to proclaim the gospel. There
are other dimensions to their mission, namely to baptise in the name of the Triune God and to teach
what Jesus has taught or “commanded” them. The confidence that they need and that we all need to
engage in this mission is the assurance that the risen Jesus is with us to the end of time. The gospel has
come full circle. In the first chapter of Matthew, an angel announces that the child to be born will be
called Emmanuel, God-with-us. The last verse of the gospel invites us once more to ponder the wonder
of that truth. - Sr Veronica Lawson rsm
Prayer to the Holy Family
Jesus, Mary and Joseph
In you we contemplate the splendour of true love; to you we turn with trust.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
Grant that our families too may be places of communion and prayer, authentic schools of the
Gospel and small domestic churches.
Holy Family of Nazareth
May families never again experience violence, rejection and division: may all that have been hurt or
Scandalised find ready comfort and healing.
Holy Family of Nazareth
Make us once more mindful of the sacredness and inviolability of the family, and its beauty in God’s plan.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, graciously hear our prayer.
Amen

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
The Sacrament of Confirmation 2017
Registration for Sacraments of Confirmation & 1st Eucharist from the 24th of April to the 23rd of June
2017 with Fr Gregory Tait via the Parish Office. If you have any questions, they can be directed to Fr
Gregory Tait at the Parish Office on 55231046 or 0475512530 or emailed to
greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au Brochure for Sacraments of Initiation is available on the parish
website www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes. All registrations must be completed by Saturday 24th
June 2017.
Class attending Friday Mass
Mass on Friday 2nd June will be held at All Saints Primary School at 11.00am to celebrate Catholic
Education Week. All parishioners, parents and grandparents are welcome to attend.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
A service to celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will be held at All Saints Church on Friday
2nd June, 5.30pm. All are welcome and invited and please bring a plate to share after the service.
Church Pews for sale
Church pews for sale- 3 wooden church pews with gothic pointed ends, approximately 2m long.
$600 each. Available at the Outreach Op shop.
Community Meal Initiative Forum
Community Meal Initiative - facilitated forum. Thursday June 1st, 5 -6pm. Uniting Church Hall, Percy
St., Portland. Light refreshments provided. The forum is to discuss provision of a regular free
Community Meal, in response to a need identified by some local organisations, agencies and
churches.
Shannon’s Bridge
Shannon's Bridge is a new not for profit volunteer organisation to help connect
patients and existing palliative care services and supports. We are here to support
you with issues about illness, dying and loss. The aim is to remove the taboo and
change attitudes about death and dying. The focus is on not just a “good death” but
“better living”. Shannon’s Bridge is based on the “Compassionate Communities”
international movement to help people to live well within our communities to the very
end of our lives. A Compassionate Community is one that acknowledges that care for
one another at times of crisis and loss is not simply a task solely for health and social
services but is everyone’s responsibility. Shannon’s Bridge welcomes interest and questions from
members of the public, other volunteer groups, faith or spiritual groups, community organisations,
service providers, local government, health services and educational institutions. Contact Jeremy
McKnight, ph. 0448 827956 or www.shannsonbridge.com.
ACBC online Youth Survey
ACBC online Youth Survey released (for the Youth Synod 2018)
www.catholic.org.au/youthsurvey. Pope Francis has called young people to
join this inclusive journey saying that the Church ‘wishes to listen to your voice,
your sensitivities and your faith; even your doubts and your criticism. Make your
voice heard, let it resonate in communities’ The survey will close on Sunday
July 2nd 2017.

