Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 23rd July
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
volunteer pls
Ministers: F. Mizzi, M. Lambert
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Loftus
Reader:
P. Couttie
Ministers: P. Howman, V. Bailey, K. Arnott
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome:: L. Goebel
Next weekend: 30th July
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
Ciara Leonard
Ministers: D. Kierce, A. Burns
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
P. Howman
Reader:
I. Eichler
Ministers: D. Arnott, K. Arnott, J. Fitzgerald
Gifts:
T. Mizzi, C. Boyadjian
Welcome:: M. King

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finances
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week :

$ 1,084.00

Target $65,000

Total YTD 30 June 2018 $ 3,580.00
Church Flowers:

Kath McNamara

Church Linen:

16/07 P. Bailey

Church Cleaning: 23/07 J. Simpson, T. Gracias
30/07 The Crespan Family
Heywood:

Dartmoor:

16/07
30/07

volunteer please
Kaye

Cleaning: Karen Bull
Flowers: Kizzie O’Dea
Mowing: Leo Bull

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Total YTD 30 June 2017 $ 2,767.00
Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name:
Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support

$ 572.80

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can be
made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name:
All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

“The Spire“
All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

23rd July
2017
16th Sunday
Ordinary Time
Year A

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

Weekday Services
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

25/07 to 28/07

2.00pm Funeral Prayers
Bert Van Heugten
5.00pm Mass
5.00pm Mass
10.00am Mass
1.00pm Heywood Hostel Service
9.30am Adoration
10.00am Mass

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Bert Van Heugten, Dennis Lonsdale, Aileen McGarvie,
John Matuschka
Anniversaries:
Ernie Saunders, Teresa Debono, Lola Smith, Herbert
Ernest, Margaret Badman,
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, Rita Madden, Maureen
McKenzie, John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray,
Graeme Sewell
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy
July 23rd

HEYWOOD
Mel
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 85
Lord, you are good and forgiving.
O Lord, you are good and forgiving,
full of love to all who call.
Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer
and attend to the sound of my voice.
All the nations shall come to adore you
and glorify your name, O Lord:
for you are great and do marvellous deeds,
you who alone are God.

But you, God of mercy and compassion,
slow to anger, O Lord,
abounding in love and truth,
turn and take pity on me.
Lord, you are good and forgiving.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of
the kingdom.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Matthew: 13: 24-33

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. While
everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed darnel all among the
wheat, and made off. When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the
darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants went to him and said,
“Sir, was it not good seed that you sowed in your field? If so, where
does the darnel come from?” “Some enemy has done this” he
answered. And the servants said, “Do you want us to go and weed it
out?” But he said, “No, because when you weed out the darnel you
might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and
at harvest time I shall say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie
it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my barn.”’

Gospel Commentary - God is in the mess
Some time back, my great-nephew met with an unwelcome refusal from his father. His response: “Dad, I
am not impressed with what I’m hearing!” Like young Izaak, I suspect that most experienced gardeners
and farmers and bakers would have something similar to say at Jesus’ choice of images for God’s
empire of the heavens. They would be particularly unimpressed, I expect, by the methods of the farmergardener God presented in today’s gospel reading. Leaving weeds to endanger the wheat crop seems
none too smart. Mustard, known for its propensity to grow wild and threaten the life of every other plant
in the garden, makes for an equally strange image. God’s empire imaged as a baker woman taking
yeast, a substance considered a corrupting influence in the first century Jewish world, and mixing it into
twenty kilos of wheat flour, stretches the imagination in other directions.
These images cut across expectations quite dramatically. What do they tell us about God’s kin-dom of
the skies? In the parables of the mustard seed and the leaven, there is a movement from small to great
that communicates something about the power of God to bring abundance of life from the most
insignificant beginnings. They don’t seem to fit with the parable of the wheat and the weeds until we look
a little more closely. The element of danger to the life of the whole is common to all three parables.
Maybe Matthew’s Jesus is telling us that God is a God of risk, prepared to allow the weeds and
endangering herbs and other dubious substances to “infect” God’s field. Harvest-time will be time
enough to divide the wheat from the weeds. In the meantime, the good seed must take hold.
In the parables of the mustard seed and the leaven, Jesus may be telling his hearers that their idea of
infection or danger is different from his. At one level, he engages the more-than-human and talks about
respect for the complexity of eco-systems. At another, he is talking about societal inclusion: the very
people that many consider unclean or sinful or demon-possessed are not to be displaced from God’s
field or God’s table. On the contrary, they may be the very ones who season the life of the whole. Life is
messy after all and God is in the mess. It is worth noting that the leaven parable offers one of the few
occasions in the gospel where God is imaged as female. While we are all aware that God is neither
male nor female, most of us have been conditioned to use only male images for God. The parable of the
woman kneading dough validates the potential of female experience to reflect the life and activity of God
in our world. - by Sr Veronica Lawson rsm

Living the Gospel - Agents of Change
We often hear that to fully live out the kingdom message of Jesus is to be counter cultural. Today’s parables
are a perfect example of that call. Jesus himself acted in contrast to his cultural context and often used
examples in his teachings that flew in the face of cultural expectation. What does it mean to be counter
cultural today? Our world is driven by an emphasis on the individual; an emphasis on acquisition; an
emphasis on consuming. The kingdom parables of today’s gospel call us to be the agents of change that
‘irritate’ in our own small way to make a difference in the world.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Urgent Request
Winter is upon us and the Op Shop is in urgent need of winter coats for men, women and children.
Please drop off at Outreach. Thank you.
Dates to remember
Cuppa after mass - Sunday 30th July. We will be having a cuppa after mass, all welcome to stay.
Please bring a small plate to share.
Shared Table Project - Fr Michael McKinnon - Lima Peru
The $52 annual gift to the Project will take place in the month of July. Please put the $52 in an
envelope marked Shared Table and your name and address and put on Collection Plate. If you are a
new parishioner and would like to donate $52 to feed the children in Peru, you are most welcome to
join our generous band of helpers. This is our 12th year. Any further information Marg Herbertson - the
Parish Co-ordinator of Shared Table Project. Mobile 044761467. Giving to date $953.40
Parish Book Club
The next meeting of the Parish book club will be held on the 27th of July 2017 at 8.00 p.m. at Roy’s
Lane. Any book by ‘Dorothy Sayers
BBI-ACBC eConference, “Gospel Leadership in Times of Chaos: the Hope of Pope Francis”
The 13th Annual National eConference will be held on Thursday, August 10, 2017 from 10.30am2.45pm (AEST). For the program to go http://www.bbi.catholic.edu.au/short-courses/eConference2017. To register online go to https://kvgo.com/creomedia/bbi13nationaleconference.
Youth Synod Questionnaire:
The second part of the Youth Synod 2018 preparatory consultation with our Diocese is a
Questionnaire. Groups and individuals of all ages are invited to respond. Pope Francis wants to hear
from Dioceses around the world and responses to the Questionnaire will form part of the preparations
for the world-wide Ordinary Synod on Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment in Rome in
October 2018. The Questionnaire is available on the Diocesan website (Latest News on home page).
Please email responses by 15 August 2017. For more info contact youth@ballarat.catholic.org.au or
5337 7125.
ACYF 2017
Registrations for the Australian Catholic Youth Festival are already over 80% capacity and Early Bird
Registrations close on 18 August. The Festival is 7-9 December 2017, for Year 9-30 yo. Ballarat
Diocese Youth and Young Adult Ministry has secured accommodation in Sydney and bus transport
there and back. Please contact Amanda soon to ‘book in’ your group. If you are not yet part of a
group, we can help – contact Amandayouth@ballarat.catholic.org.au or 0427 748 867. More
information on www.ballarat.catholic.org.au / Youth and Young Adult pages.

