Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 20th August
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Kierce
Ministers: D. Kierce, A. Burns
Gifts:
D. Baudinette
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Loftus
Reader:
K. Loftus
Ministers: C. Brevet, F. Arnott, K. Arnott
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome:: L. Goebel
Next weekend: 27th August
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
P. O’Brien
Ministers: A. O’Brien, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
Ciara Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Loftus
Reader:
B. Healy
Ministers: J. Fitzgerald, L. Goebel, D. Arnott
Gifts:
T. Mizzi, C. Boyadjian
Welcome:: M. King

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finances
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week :

$ 3,720

Total YTD 2017/18 $ 10,681
Kath McNamara

Church Linen:

13/08 J. Hall

Church Cleaning: 20/08 P & G Priestley
27/08 G. Lewis, Vol. pls
Heywood:
Dartmoor:

13/08 vol. pls, 27/08 Vicki
Cleaning: Tracy Bull
Flowers: volunteer pls
Mowing: Noel Bull

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

20th August
2017
20th Sunday
Ordinary Time
Year A

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

Weekday Services
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

21/08 to 25/08

10.00am Mass
5.00pm Mass
10.00am Mass
1.00pm Heywood Hostel Service
9.30am Adoration
10.00am Mass

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Total YTD 2016/17 $ 7,705
Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name:
Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support

$ 438.45

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can be
made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name:
All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Anniversaries:
Gerald Hall, Mary Kathleen Sullivan, Nicholas Carr,
Peter Priestley (Snr), Lindsay Dart, Joyce Rickard, Lorna
Stoneman, Michael Nevins, Mary Smith, Alice Ough,
Chris Buchanan
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, Rita Madden, Maureen
McKenzie, John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray,
Graeme Sewell
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 66
O God, let all the nations praise you!

Recent Deaths:
Patrick Burns

Target $65,000

Church Flowers:

“The Spire“

O God, be gracious and bless us
and let your face shed its light upon us.
So will your ways be known upon earth
and all nations learn your saving help.
Let the nations be glad and exult
for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples,
you guide the nations on earth.

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
May God still give us his blessing
till the ends of the earth revere him.
O God, let all the nations praise you!

Children’s Liturgy
August 27th

HEYWOOD
Kate
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Matthew: 15: 21 - 28

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and
Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman from that district and
started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. My daughter is
tormented by a devil.’ But he answered her not a word. And his
disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she wants,’
they said ‘because she is shouting after us.’ He said in reply, ‘I was
sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.’ But the woman
had come up and was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help
me.’ He replied, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it
to the house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs
can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s table.’ Then Jesus
answered her, ‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be
granted.’ And from that moment her daughter was well again.

Gospel Reflection - To restore all to all well-being
The gospels are written in Greek and much of the language of the gospels has to be understood against
a Greek philosophical background. Today’s gospel story culminates in the healing of a “daughter” who
may be a little girl or even a young woman. Her mother, the main character in the story, is known to
Matthew’s community simply as a Canaanite woman, or in other words an indigenous woman. To some
early Christian communities, she is Justa, so we might reasonably call her daughter Justina.

Justa comes to Jesus as he moves from Jewish territory into or close to non-Jewish territory. In the
language of liturgy, she laments loudly and persistently for her daughter, for Justina is “severely
tormented by a demon”. For the ancient Greeks, the antithesis of demonic possession or torment is
human flourishing or well-being (eudaimonia). Eudaimonia means having a good guardian spirit as
opposed to a malevolent spirit that impairs a person’s well-being and sense of self.
Justina’s well-being is in jeopardy. Her distraught mother is an outsider to the “house of Israel” who is
nonetheless familiar with Israel’s prayer of lament. She is a woman alone in public space, risking ridicule
and rejection to find healing for her daughter.
The immediate response to her plea is silence: Jesus “does not answer her a word”. Is he ignoring her
cry for help? Is he simply stunned, taken aback at the vehemence of her request? Is he rendered
speechless by the simple fact that she would cross the boundaries of gender and ethnicity in this way?
Is he in awe at her courage and faith from the outset? All we know is that he says nothing and that the
disciples tell him to send her away. He responds by defining the limits of his mission rather narrowly: he
was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Justa is not deterred from her mission. She begs
Jesus to help her and receives an explicit refusal in a confronting image that names his people as “the
children” and hers as “the dogs”. She accepts his statement as a challenge and bests him in the
exchange: “even the dogs eat the crumbs….”
Jesus’ horizons are expanded by the persistence and insight of this woman. Justa’s great faith is
affirmed and her daughter is healed. Justa is vindicated and Justina restored to a state of well-being or
eudaimonia. Justina has her counterparts across the globe. The challenge for us is to be Justa in our
times for the sake of all in the Earth community, human and other-than-human, whose well-being or
eudaimonia is impaired by violence or war or lack of access to the means to flourish.
- Sr

Veronica Lawson rsm

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Heywood Lay Led Service
There will be no mass or lay led service at St Gregory’s Heywood on Sunday 27th August.
Book Club
Next book: “The Attachment” By Ailsa Piper and Tony Doherty
Thursday 31st August 2017, 8.00pm Panorama Drive, Bridgewater
Palms Australia Ballarat Information Sessions
Communities in Asia, the Pacific and Africa are looking to provide mentoring opportunities for local
personnel and improve processes and procedures for organisations vital to reducing poverty. To
ensure sustainable development they prefer those willing to come for two years, but accept that some
are only available for 12 months. If you are an experienced professional, business or trades person, in
any area, but especially education, please consider volunteering with Palms Australia. An information
session will be held on Thursday, September 14, 2017 from 5.30pm-7.00pm at the Australian Catholic
University, Building 100 Torney Room, 1200 Mair St, Ballarat. RSVP joey@palms.org.au or call 02
9560 5333. Can’t make it? Call now about applying for positions currently available or look first via
Palms’two-week Encounter (palms.org.au/encounters/)
Deësis: Prayer and Image” Exhibition
This exhibition, which presents two major gifts to the
Gallery of Orthodox Christian icons, is dedicated to the
role of icons as agents of intercession. Art Gallery of
Ballarat until Sunday, September 10, 2017.

