Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 27th August
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
P. O’Brien
Ministers: A. O’Brien, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
Ciara Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Loftus
Reader:
B. Healy
Ministers: J. Fitzgerald, L. Goebel, D. Arnott
Gifts:
T. Mizzi, C. Boyadjian
Welcome:: M. King
Next weekend: 3rd September
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
D. Baudinette
Ministers: M. Lambert, D. Kierce
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Arnott
Reader:
K. Arnott
Ministers: I. Eichler, A. Loving, F. Arnott
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome:: L. Goebel

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finances
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week :

$ 1,018.00

Target $65,000

Total YTD 2017/18 $ 11,734
Church Flowers:
Church Linen:

Kath McNamara
27/8 Betty Teal

Church Cleaning: 27/08 G. Lewis, Vol. pls
03/09 M. Kempton &
M. Antony
Heywood:

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

27th August
2017
21st Sunday
Ordinary Time
Year A

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

Weekday Services
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

28/08 to 01/09

5.00pm Mass
5.00pm Mass
10.00am Mass
9.30am Adoration
10.00am Mass

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Recent Deaths:
Rita Madden, Paul Murphy, Gerald O’Brien
Anniversaries:
Annette Cherry, Madison Arnold,, Tom Hill, Ivan
Sanderson, Mavis O’Meara, Mollie Oliver, Dot Berry,
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, Maureen McKenzie, John Smith,
Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name:
Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

27/08 Vicki
Cleaning: volunteer pls
Flowers: Ann-Marie Harvey
Mowing: Gerald Harvey

All Saints’ Parish

Total YTD 2016/17 $ 9,104

Presbytery Account
Dartmoor:

“The Spire“

Priest support

$ 673.50

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can be
made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name:
All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy
September 10th

HEYWOOD
Mel
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 137
Lord, your love is eternal;
do not forsake the work of your hands.
I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,
you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple.
I thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul.
The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly
and the haughty he knows from afar.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands !
Lord, your love is eternal;
do not forsake the work of your hands.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my
Church;
the gates of hell will not hold out against it.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Matthew: 16: 13 - 20

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put
this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of
Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist,
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But
you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke
up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living God.’
Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man!
Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you
but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter
and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the
underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven;
whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ Then he gave the disciples strict
orders not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.
.

Gospel Reflection - Understanding our identity and our mission
“Be yourself. Everybody else is taken”, sings Melinda Schneider. The lyrics of this lovely song,
composed for Melinda’s dying father, affirm some fairly obvious truths. Even though we know that
“everybody else is taken”, most of us spend much of our lives trying to measure up to other peoples’
expectations and fail to be truly ourselves. In our self-absorption, we can also misread others and fail to
know them as they are. Being accepted as we are is among the most precious of gifts.
Jesus knew this. He was utterly true to himself and he allowed others time to discover for themselves his
real identity and the nature of his mission. If the mission was to succeed, then “people” needed to look
beyond their preconceptions about him and accept him as God’s anointed one, as the revelation of the
living God. Jesus’ true identity is a key issue for Matthew’s community as it is for us.
In the first verse of the gospel, he is presented as the anointed one of God, the Messiah or Christ.
Before his birth, the reader knows him as “Emmanuel”, God with us. What the narrator asserts at the
outset, certain characters in the story come to understand as the narrative unfolds. Jesus’ fearless
teaching and his healing ministry bring the crowd to recognise him as a prophet in the tradition of Elijah
or Jeremiah or John the Baptist, and as the incarnate Wisdom of God. The power of God at work in
Peter leads him to a deeper understanding of Jesus’ identity. No matter that Peter has faltered in the
past and will falter again, even to the point of denying any knowledge of or association with Jesus. He
finally arrives at deep insight and proclaims his faith in Jesus as both Christ or Messiah and son of the
living God. Insight is a gift, and God can work wherever there is openness and goodwill. Peter has both
in abundance. He is declared “blessed” on account of this gift of insight, and entrusted with the “keys” of
God’s kin-dom.
The specific power of binding and loosing that is given to Peter is subsequently given to the community
of disciples (18:18) where the saying is framed on the one hand by instructions about dealing with
transgressors and on the other by the assertion that where two or three are gathered in the name of
Jesus, he is there in their midst. “Binding and loosing” belongs to Peter and to all who gather in the
name of Jesus whom Matthew presents as God-with-us, as prophet and Wisdom, as the Christ or
Messiah, and as the revelation of the living God. The exercise of the power “to bind and to loose”
demands the same wisdom and insight as does the capacity to recognise and affirm the true identity of
Jesus.
- Sr

Veronica Lawson rsm

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.

Congratulations to Father Greg on 25 years since his ordination to the priesthood. We would
like to thank him for his pastoral care to our parish and the Diocese.
Class attending Friday Mass
Children from 5/6 KO will be attending mass on Friday 1st September. All parents and grandparents
welcome.
Fathers Day Breakfast
To celebrate our wonderful Dads or Special Father Figure we are inviting them to join us for breakfast
on September 1st in the undercover area for a bacon, sausage and egg breakfast. Breakfast will be
served from 8:00am to 8:40am. There will be no charge for breakfast but……. Wear your favourite
footy gear and donate a gold coin to help fight cancer.
Book Club
Next book: “The Attachment” By Ailsa Piper and Tony Doherty
Thursday 31st August 2017, 8.00pm Panorama Drive, Bridgewater
Clergy Support Fund Annual Appeal 2017
Collection for Sick and Retired Priests – next weekend
Creating a secure retirement future for the priests of the diocese is a duty and care in
which we can all participate. Eighteen retired priests are currently supported by this
Fund. Some live privately, some are retired in units in Ballarat or elsewhere, others live
in supported accommodation.
The funding required for these commitments is ongoing. Thanks to your generosity, this
collection has raised nearly 1.8 million dollars since it began in 1991, including nearly $60,000 last
year. Along with the priests’ own contribution of approximately $37,000 per year, this annual collection
has allowed the Fund to continue to support our sick and retired clergy.
CARING FOR THOSE WHO CARED FOR US – THE CHURCH COMMUNITY’S RESPONSIBILITY
Australian Catholic Social Justice Commission Subscription
The ACSJC is the official Social Justice Agency of the Catholic Church in Australia. For a yearly
subscription of ONLY $30,you will receive the following:
- Justice Trends ( quarterly newsletter)
- Catholic Social Justice Series books
- Background Papers and Discussion guides
- Social Justice Statement – ( 2017/18 Statement soon to be released!!!)
- Prayer card and Ten Steps leaflet
- Social Justice Diary
Representing excellent value. More information at www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/publications

