Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 17th September
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Couttie
Ministers: F. Mizzi, M. Lambert
Gifts:
Ciara Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Arnott
Reader:
P. Couttie
Ministers: K. Loftus, D. Arnott, K. Howman
Gifts:
L & D Goebel
Welcome:: A & M Francis
Next weekend: 24th September
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
D. Kierce
Ministers: A. Burns, Volunteer please
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
I. Eichler
Ministers: A. Loving, P. Howman, F. Arnott
Gifts:
T. Mizzi, C. Boyadjian
Welcome:: L. Goebel

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finances
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week :

$ 1,538

Target $64,000

Total YTD 2017/18 $ 16,113
Church Flowers:

Marie McGennisken

Church Linen:

10/9 Lyn Goebel
24/9 Pat Bailey

Church Cleaning:
17/09 M. Lambert, J. Burns
24/09 M. Schultz, J. Sandeman
Heywood:

10/09 vol. pls
24/09 Kaye

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: volunteer pls
Flowers: Ann-Marie Harvey
Mowing: Gerald Harvey

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Total YTD 2016/17 $ 14,427
Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name:
Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support

$ 593.50

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can be
made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name:
All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

“The Spire“
All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

17th September
2017
24th Sunday
Ordinary Time
Year A
Weekday Services
Monday
Tuesday:

19/09 to 22/09

11.00am Funeral Prayers Mr. W Crow
5.00pm Mass

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

10.00am *BUPA* Mass
10.00am Mass

2.00pm Funeral Mass Mr. Tony Clynes

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Recent Deaths:
Murray Penrose, Wattie Crow, Tony Clynes,
Jim McCarthy
Anniversaries:
Mary Gilbert, Lloyd Zelenc, Kevin Compton,
Marie Stewart, David Armour, Mary Milledge,
Les Enscoe, Angela Watt, Kevin McKinnon,
John McKinnon, Bob McIntyre, Muriel Mugavin,
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, Maureen McKenzie, John Smith,
Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell,
Gavin & Joan Carr, Ted Murphy
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy
September 24th

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 102
The Lord is kind and merciful;
slow to anger and rich in compassion.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings.
It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion.
His wrath will come to an end;
he will not be angry for ever.
He does not treat us according to our sins
nor repay us according to our faults.
For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west
so far does he remove our sins.

HEYWOOD
Julie/Gabrielle
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am

The Lord is kind and merciful;
slow to anger and rich in compassion.

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
I give you a new commandment:
love one another as I have loved you.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Gospel Acclamation

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Matthew: 18: 21 - 35

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I forgive my brother
if he wrongs me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I
tell you, but seventy-seven times.
‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who decided to
settle his accounts with his servants. When the reckoning began, they
brought him a man who owed ten thousand talents; but he had no means
of paying, so his master gave orders that he should be sold, together with
his wife and children and all his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the
servant threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me time,” he said
“and I will pay the whole sum.” And the servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he let him go and
cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow servant who owed him
one hundred denarii; and he seized him by the throat and began to throttle him. “Pay what you owe me”,
he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet and implored him, saying, “Give me time and I will pay you.”
But the other would not agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into prison till he should pay the debt.
His fellow servants were deeply distressed when they saw what had happened, and they went to their
master and reported the whole affair to him. Then the master sent for him. “You wicked servant,” he
said. “I cancelled all that debt of yours when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, to have
pity on your fellow servant just as I had pity on you?” And in his anger the master handed him over to
the torturers till he should pay all his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will deal with you unless
you each forgive your brother from your heart.’

Gospel Reflection - On being merciful and forgiving
While the opening verses of this Sunday’s gospel reading have Jesus advocating endless forgiveness
(not seven but seventy-seven times), the parable that follows is anything but consistent with this
teaching and the teaching of Jesus in the gospel as a whole. We are all familiar with the beatitude,
“Blessed are the merciful for they shall be mercied” and with the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples,
“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors”.
How then do we read today’s story of a king who is prepared initially to forgive the debt that his slave
has incurred, only to resort to torture when that slave fails to forgive his fellow slave? This story raises
more problems than we can address in this short reflection: the unquestioning acceptance of slavery
and the plight of slaves; the absolute power of the king over his subjects; the institution of debt slavery;
the treatment of women and children; the collection of crippling taxes to finance the power of the king;
an unjust and cruel ruler as an image of the God of Israel; imaging God as a loving father who
nonetheless acts in tyrannical ways.
In other words, the parable encodes institutions and practices of the time that Jesus and/or the Matthean
community seem to accept without question. Does this parable come from the lips of Jesus or from the
Matthean community? It would be anachronistic to expect a critique of slavery from Jesus or from
Matthew’s community since the institution of slavery was simply taken for granted. It persisted without
critique for some 1800 years. It is totally out of character, however, for Jesus to image his “heavenly
Father” as a merciless torturer. It may be that Jesus did in fact tell such a story in another context and
that the Matthean author has rather arbitrarily linked the sayings on forgiveness (forgiving 77 times and
forgiving brothers and sisters from one’s heart) with this story. It is conceivable that Jesus insisted on
the consequences of refusing to forgive. While God is merciful and forgiving, disciples must not exploit
God’s capacity to forgive. Bad behaviour is not to be tolerated. It has its consequences and those who
continually fail to forgive can expect to suffer the consequences of their actions.
Whatever we make of the story of the less than forgiving king and the unforgiving slave, we might take
on board Jesus’ response to Peter’s question. “How often should I forgive?” We might also note the
reminder at the end of the gospel that true forgiveness is “from the heart”. In the biblical world, the heart
was the core of the person’s being, the seat of cognition as well as of emotion. To forgive from the heart
is to forgive with the whole of one’s being. - Sr Veronica Lawson rsm

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Heywood Lay Led Service
There will be no lay led service at St Gregory’s Heywood on Sunday 24th September.
Book Club
Next book: “Emma” by Jane Austin
Thursday 28th September 2017, 8.00pm 9 Whaler’s Court Portland
School Concert - Thursday September 21 Civic Hall
This year All Saints Primary School will hold a Matinee Performance at 12:30pm as well as the usual
night concert starting at 6:30pm. The performance usually takes about an hour and a half.
Parishioners, grandparents and shift workers are especially invited to the matinee performance who
may not be able to get to the evening performance.
Cost: $5.00 per adult at the door to help with the cost of the civic hall and sound equipment.
Pastoral Letter: Marriage according to Pope Francis
Copies of a pastoral letter from Bishop Paul which offers some reflections about marriage, drawing on
the writings of Pope Francis are available at the front of the church otherwise you are able to view on
the diocese’s website www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/news/
Social Justice Statement 2017-2018
We celebrate Social Justice Sunday on 24 September. This year, the
Australian Bishops’ Social Justice Statement is titled: ‘Everyone’s Business:
Developing an inclusive and sustainable economy’.
The Statement calls for an economy that is founded on justice and offers
dignity and inclusion to every person.
In this year’s Statement, the Catholic Bishops of Australia consider the
economic priorities of Australia. They draw from the teachings of Pope Francis
and his predecessors to highlight how the exclusion of poor and vulnerable
citizens from the benefits of economic growth, reveal a lack of justice in the
economic system itself. They draw on new understandings of development in
the spheres of social and economic policy to highlight how the wellbeing of
humans and all of creation must be an economy’s central purpose. The
Statement calls for a new approach that prevents exclusion from the outset and engages all people as
dignified contributors to sustainable and economic growth.
For further details about the Social Justice Statement, visit the Australian Catholic Social Justice
Council website www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au or call (02) 8306 3499.
Year of Youth 2018
A Year of Youth for Australia has been declared for 2018 by the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference. The Year of Youth commences at the start of the new liturgical year on 3 December
2017 (the first Sunday of Advent) and concludes at the end of Ordinary Time in 2018 (25 November,
Christ the King). The theme of the Year of Youth is Open New Horizons for Spreading Joy.

