Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 24th September
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
D. Kierce
Ministers: A. Burns, Volunteer please
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
I. Eichler
Ministers: A. Loving, P. Howman, F. Arnott
Gifts:
T. Mizzi, C. Boyadjian
Welcome:: L. Goebel
Next weekend: 1st October
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
Vol. please
Ministers: F. Mizzi, M. Lambert
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Arnott
Reader:
K. Loftus
Ministers: I. Eichler, P. Howman, C. Brevet
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome:: M. King

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finances
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week :

$ 1,508.00

Target $64,000

Total YTD 2017/18 $ 17,621
Church Flowers:

Marie McGennisken

Church Linen:

24/9 Pat Bailey

Church Cleaning:
24/09 M. Schultz, J. Sandeman
01/10 B & M McGennisken

Total YTD 2016/17 $ 15,232
Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name:
Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Heywood:

24/09 Kaye, 08/10 vol.pls

Presbytery Account

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: volunteer pls
Flowers: Ann-Marie Harvey
Mowing: Gerald Harvey

Priest support

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

$ 500.75

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can be
made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name:
All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

“The Spire“
All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

24th September
2017
25th Sunday
Ordinary Time
Year A
Weekday Services

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
26/09 to 29/09

Tuesday:

No Mass

Wednesday:
Thursday:

No Mass
No Mass

Friday:

10.00am Rosary and Adoration

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Sr Imelda Gallagher rsm, Gerda Domburg,
Valerie Howlett
Anniversaries:
David Armour, Des Boland, Harriet Stuchbery, Sam
Mizzi, Gerry Alexander, Mollie Carey, Eileen Laidlaw,
Mary Debono Howlett, Pat Stretch, John O’Brien,
Jim Whitehead, Sylvia Beasley, Leon Murphy
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, Maureen McKenzie, John Smith,
Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell,
Gavin & Joan Carr, Ted Murphy
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 144
The Lord is near to all who call him.
I will bless you day after day
and praise your name for ever.
the Lord is great, highly to be praised,
his greatness cannot be measured.
The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures.
The Lord is just in all his ways
and loving in all his deeds.
He is close to all who call him,
who call on him from their hearts.
The Lord is near to all who call him.

Children’s Liturgy

HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led
Assembly, 9.00am

September 24th
Julie/Gabrielle

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
Open our hearts, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your Son.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Matthew: 20: 1 - 16

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner going
out at daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He made an agreement
with the workers for one denarius a day, and sent them to his vineyard.
Going out at about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the market
place and said to them, “You go to my vineyard too and I will give you a fair
wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour and again at about the ninth
hour, he went out and did the same. Then at about the eleventh hour he
went out and found more men standing round, and he said to them, “Why
have you been standing here idle all day?” “Because no one has hired us”
they answered. He said to them, “You go into my vineyard too.” In the
evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the workers and pay them their wages,
starting with the last arrivals and ending with the first.” So those who were hired at about the eleventh
hour came forward and received one denarius each. When the first came, they expected to get more,
but they too received one denarius each. They took it, but grumbled at the landowner. “The men who
came last” they said “have done only one hour, and you have treated them the same as us, though we
have done a heavy day’s work in all the heat.” He answered one of them and said, “My friend, I am not
being unjust to you; did we not agree on one denarius? Take your earnings and go. I choose to pay the
last-comer as much as I pay you. Have I no right to do what I like with my own? Why be envious
because I am generous?” Thus the last will be first, and the first, last.’

Gospel Reflection - Human dignity and equality
From 1973 to 1975, I was a student in East Jerusalem. Early each morning, I crossed the road from my
home at the Chaldean Patriarchate to the grounds of the Ecole Biblique. I would see the Palestinian day
labourers lined up beside their vehicles, waiting for employment. In the wake of the Yom Kippur War,
they were living through hard times. In the morning, they were chatty and cheerful. Those who found
work no doubt remained cheerful: they had the means to support their families and could find some
meaning in their lives. Those still waiting for work at midday or later were dejected and shamed, not
least by the prospect of returning home without their daily bread. Those who were hired found honour in
the society and the means to sustain themselves and their families. Those who missed out on work
suffered hunger, indignity and a sense of powerlessness. Confronted by this spectacle day after day, I
began to understand the parable of the labourers in the vineyard.
In Matthew’s parable, those who have worked all day grumble because the underemployed are made
“equal” to them. They are in fact equal as persons. Jesus makes it clear that people’s worth is not to be
measured in terms of their capacity for economic production. Pope Leo XIII, writing about the condition
of the working class back in 1891, echoes this aspect of the parable. It is worth revisiting Pope Leo’s
encyclical and recent commentaries on its relevance for the shaping of social policy in our times.
Those who cannot find work and those who cannot work because of sickness or disability or visa
restrictions know something of the experience of the Palestinian workers. Their needs are no less urgent
than the needs of those who have productive and well paid employment. Even minimal social security
benefits might address their basic material needs but are less than effective in addressing the underlying
issues of human dignity.
Parables yield meaning differently in different contexts. Some of us may want to consider the corrosive
effects of “envy”. Faced with the growing disparity between rich and poor in our world, some may want
to raise questions about the concentration of wealth and power in the hands of the landowner. Others,
conscious of the plight of asylum seekers and refugees, may come with questions about “generosity”
offered from a base of power over against equal access to the world’s resources. In the face of climate
change, many of those who used to be “first” in economic terms now find themselves with huge debts.
They may not be quite as desperate as the Palestinian day labourers. They nonetheless find themselves
waiting in line as never before. There’s an invitation in today’s story for us all to live in ways that promote
quality of life for every one of Earth’s inhabitants. - Sr Veronica Lawson rsm

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Heywood Lay Led Service
There will be no lay led service at St Gregory’s Heywood on Sunday 1st October.
Book Club
Next book: “Emma” by Jane Austin
Thursday 28th September 2017, 8.00pm 9 Whaler’s Court Portland
Social Justice Statement 2017-2018
We celebrate Social Justice Sunday on 24 September. This year, the Australian
Bishops’ Social Justice Statement is titled: ‘Everyone’s Business: Developing an
inclusive and sustainable economy’.
The Statement calls for an economy that is founded on justice and offers dignity
and inclusion to every person.
Some copies are available at the front of the church for you to take otherwise
you may download and/or view from the Australian Catholic Social Justice
Council website www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/publications/social-justicestatements or call (02) 8306 3499 for more information.
Refugees and Asylum Seekers - A Baptist Pastors View
Tuesday 10 Oct. 7:30 at New Street Corner Learmonth St.
Come meet a Baptist Pastor who was given the opportunity to visit one of Australia’s immigration
detention centres and found that many of the refugees had left their homeland in search of
Christ. You will be amazed at what you will learn of many boat people turning to Christ. If the issues of
refugees and asylum seekers interests you come and hear these heart warming stories from a Pastor
who had the privilege of supporting and encouraging. Over a 4 year period he did 160 visits to one of
our most remote detention centres.
My Parish
My Parish is comprised of people like me.
I help make it what it is.
It will be friendly if I am.
Its pews will be filled, if I fill them.
It will do great work, if I work.
It will make generous gifts to many
causes, if I am a generous giver.
It will bring people into worship and
fellowship, if I invite and bring them.
It will be a Parish of loyalty, and love, of fearfulness and faith, and a Parish with noble spirit.
If I, who make it what it is am filled with these things.
Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all these
things that I want my Parish to be.

