Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 8th October
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
M. Schultz
Ministers: D. Kierce, A. Burns
Gifts:
Ciara Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
B. Healy
Ministers: J. Sandeman, F. Arnott, K. Arnott
Gifts:
L. Goebel, D. Goebel
Welcome:: B & M McGennisken
Next weekend: 15th October
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
D. Baudinette
Ministers: vol. please, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
P. Howman
Reader:
K. Arnott
Ministers: J. Fitzgerald, K. Loftus, L. Goebel
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome:: L. Goebel

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finances
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week :

$ 1,149.00

Target $64,000

Total YTD 2017/18 $ 19,646
Church Flowers:

Maureen Schultz
Kath McNamara

Church Linen:

08/10 J. Hall

Total YTD 2016/17 $ 18,800
Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:

Church Cleaning:
08/10 C. Legg, P. Laidlaw
15/10 J. Simpson, T. Gracias

Account Name:
Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Heywood:

08/10 vol.pls

Presbytery Account

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: volunteer pls
Flowers: Ann-Marie Harvey
Mowing: Gerald Harvey

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Priest support

$ 713.90

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can be
made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name:
All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

“The Spire“
All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

8th October
2017
27th Sunday
Ordinary Time
Year A
Weekday Services

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
10/10 to 13/10

Tuesday:

5.00pm

Mass

Wednesday:
Thursday:

5.00pm
10.00am

Mass
Mass

Friday:

9.30am

Rosary and Adoration

**No Mass**
*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Recent Deaths:
Ted McKenzie
Anniversaries:
Leon McNamara, Shirley Panozzo, Ruby Potter, Myrtle
Ruge, Cornelius Melis, Jack Condon, Noorgaya Mifsud,
Marie Milward, Win Hallam, Rosalie Farley, Barry (Joe)
Herbertson, Dorothy Andre
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, Maureen McKenzie, John Smith,
Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell,
Gavin & Joan Carr, Ted Murphy
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy

HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led
Assembly, 9.00am

October 8th
Anne

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 79
The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel.
You brought a vine out of Egypt;
to plant it you drove out the nations.
It stretched out its branches to the sea,
to the Great River it stretched out its shoots.
Then why have you broken down its walls?
It is plucked by all who pass by.
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest,
devoured by the beasts of the field.
God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted.
And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name.
God of hosts, bring us back;
let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.
The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
I call you friends, says the Lord,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Matthew: 21: 33 - 43

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, ‘Listen to another
parable. There was a man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard; he fenced it
round, dug a winepress in it and built a tower; then he leased it to tenants and went
abroad. When vintage time drew near he sent his servants to the tenants to collect
his produce. But the tenants seized his servants, thrashed one, killed another and
stoned a third. Next he sent some more servants, this time a larger number, and
they dealt with them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them. “They will
respect my son,” he said. But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each
other, “This is the heir. Come on, let us kill him and take over his inheritance.” So
they seized him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ They answered,
‘He will bring those wretches to a wretched end and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will deliver the produce to him when the season arrives.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in
the scriptures:
It was the stone rejected by the builders
that became the keystone.
This was the Lord’s doing
and it is wonderful to see?
‘I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. ’

Gospel Reflection - The vineyard entrusted to our care
While the international community has long-since outlawed slavery, we have become increasingly aware
of the persistence of a lucrative global industry structured around the sexual and labour enslavement of
vulnerable people. Groups such as MGA (Mercy Global Action) and ACRATH (Australian Catholic
Religious Against Trafficking of Humans) are taking action on behalf of those enslaved. Today’s gospel
features a parable about an absentee landowner with slaves to do his bidding. Commentators focus on
almost every aspect of this parable: the landowner, the tenants, the fate of the “servants” and of the
landowner’s son, the interpretive comments that Jesus offers the chief priests and elders to whom the
parable is addressed, the prophetic inter-texts and the allegorical elements in the text. Few consider the
role or the fate of the slaves as slaves in the parable. Our contemporary sensibilities in relation to
slavery invite a new reading of such texts, a reading that at the very least critiques the power that some
in the Earth community exercise over others.
The frequent translation of the Greek doulos as “servant” rather than as “slave” masks the underlying
reality that some members of the community, even within the circle of believers gathered at the
Eucharistic table, were actually the property of others in the community. The fact is that nobody in the
ancient world, not even Jesus of Nazareth, questioned this situation. It is not surprising, therefore, that
the slaves in today’s parable are considered by the “tenants” to be dispensable. Their role is to collect
the produce from the harvest on behalf of the absentee landowner.
We can surmise that the “tenants” have legitimate grievances against the landowner. They clearly have
no intention of parting with any portion of the produce, presumably the tax imposed on them as a
condition of their tenancy. They react violently when confronted by the three slaves who are the
landowner’s emissaries. They beat one slave, kill another and stone yet another. Their treatment of the
slaves is an implicit acknowledgement that the slaves represent the landowner whose demands they
refuse to meet. The landowner risks the lives of other slaves by sending yet another and bigger
delegation. This second group of emissaries meets the same fate as their predecessors. Finally, the
landowner sends his own son in the expectation that the tenants will show him the respect they have
denied the slaves, his property. In fact, the son receives the same treatment as the slaves. He too is
dispensable from the perspective of those wanting to seize “the inheritance”, those wishing to take
control of the vineyard for their own purposes. As we reflect on gospel stories that take slavery for
granted, we might commit ourselves to eliminating all exercise of power over others or over any
“vineyard” entrusted to our care. - Sr Veronica Lawson rsm

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Dates to Remember
Parish Pastoral Team meeting - Thursday 12th October 6.30pm

Refugees and Asylum Seekers - A Baptist Pastors View
Tuesday 10 Oct. 7:30 at New Street Corner Learmonth St.
Come meet a Baptist Pastor who was given the opportunity to visit one of Australia’s immigration
detention centres and found that many of the refugees had left their homeland in search of
Christ. You will be amazed at what you will learn of many boat people turning to Christ. If the issues of
refugees and asylum seekers interests you come and hear these heart warming stories from a Pastor
who had the privilege of supporting and encouraging. Over a 4 year period he did 160 visits to one of
our most remote detention centres
Uniting Church - Social Afternoon
Monday 16th October, 1.30pm UCAF members are hosting a ‘Social Afternoon’ at the Uniting Church
Portland. The theme of the day is ‘Rain’, and there will be a guest speaker.
We would be delighted if you could come and join us, and look forward to seeing you.
Val Golding (Hon. Sec. Portland UCAF) 5523 2636.“Building a healthier Church: Where to from
here?”
Book Club
The next meeting of the Parish Book Club is at
5 Poland Street, Portland
8.00 pm Thursday 26 October 2017.
The book is: ‘Underground Railroad’ by Colson Whitehead
Tell us how you get your Catholic News
If you regularly or semi-regularly consume Catholic media, whether that be traditional newspapers,
magazines or web-based publications and social media platforms, then the Australian Catholic Media
Council wants to hear from you! The Council has developed a short survey to find out what you value
in Catholic media. Do you find that it helps to educate, form, challenge and deepen your faith, connect
you to the local Church or to the universal Church? What is the particular character and role of
Catholic media in Australia in 2017 and what might you hope it will be in the future? How can we
strengthen Catholic media Australia?
Just click straight through to the survey at this
link: www.surveymonkey.com/r/CathMediaUsers2017. It will only take a few minutes (5-8 minutes).

Have you thought? - The Benevolent Landowner
One of the images from the gospel that would have been puzzling to the audience , and may have tipped
them off that Jesus was telling a parable with a particular message, is the image of the landowner being
incredibly benevolent and tolerant of his rebellious tenants. Jesus’ audience would have known that the law
was always on the side of a landowner over his tenants. Any misdeed by a tenant farmer would have been
dealt with swiftly and severely and yet the landowner in Jesus’ story (God) is almost unbelievably patient and
prepared to give the tenants every opportunity to do the right thing.

