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Gospel Connections - Matthew: 22: 15 - 21

The Pharisees went away to work out between them how to trap
Jesus in what he said. And they sent their disciples to him, together
with the Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know that you are an
honest man and teach the way of God in an honest way, and that
you are not afraid of anyone, because a man’s rank means nothing
to you. Tell us your opinion, then. Is it permissible to pay taxes to
Caesar or not?’ But Jesus was aware of their malice and replied,
‘You hypocrites! Why do you set this trap for me? Let me see the
money you pay the tax with.” They handed him a denarius, and he
said, ‘Whose head is this? Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ they replied.
He then said to them, ‘Very well, give back to Caesar what belongs
to Caesar — and to God what belongs to God.’

Reflection by Artist - Jenny Close

In the parables of the last few weeks Jesus has been critical of the established order, but the
establishment tries to get its own back in this week's gospel: some Pharisees try to entrap Jesus in
dangerous word play about money and power. Jesus turns the tables on them by taking the argument
from the hypothetical to the practical. He uses a real coin to make a concrete and sensible point about
relative values. He is both wise and street-smart in his rebuttal, which serves to unmask the hypocrisy of
a corrupt hierarchy.

Gospel Reflection - Sincerity and truth in our relationships

.The emergence of a common enemy is often the catalyst for sworn enemies to unite. In first century
Palestine, Pharisees who were the respected religious teachers of the law and Herodians who
represented secular Jewish power and wealth despised each other on both religious and political
grounds. When both were faced with a perceived threat to their authority, however, they united in
opposition. Their “opponent” in that context was Jesus of Nazareth. No good was to come of their
alliance. They come together and try to set a trap for him. In attempting to set him up, they ironically pay
him the greatest of tributes: addressing him as “teacher”, they acknowledge his sincerity and admit that
he teaches the way of God in accordance with the truth. They witness to his lack of concern with status
and hierarchical division.

The question of these traditional enemies is intended to put Jesus in a “no win” position: “Is it lawful to
pay tribute to the emperor or not?” Jesus turns the question back upon them. He lets them know that he
is aware of their malicious intentions and asks them to produce the coin used for the tax. He thus makes
the issue one of images, a sensitive issue for all Jews, rather than of tribute. The Roman denarius that
they produce bears the bust of the Roman emperor and the Latin inscription, “Tiberius Caesar, son of
the divine Augustus, High Priest”.

Jesus’ response, “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God”, can be
interpreted in several ways. Is Jesus simply exposing their hypocrisy as bearers of images? From a
Jewish perspective, everything belongs to God, the earth and all its riches. The disciples of the
Pharisees and the Herodians are Jews, even if the sympathies of the latter lean towards the Roman
occupiers. Is he telling them to pay the tax while still recognising God’s prior claim? Is he telling them not
to pay the tax precisely because the emperor has no claim on what belongs to God? Is he critiquing the
Roman occupation or legitimizing it? Or is he saying something else? They are left to interpret his
response as they wish. One thing is clear: Jesus’ words have nothing to do with the modern distinction
between Church and secular state. There are good reasons for paying taxes in a secular state and for
contributing financially to the life of the Church. It is quite anachronistic to invoke this text in support of
paying state taxes or of supporting the Church financially. The story is more about sincerity and truth in
our relationships with each other and with the God of all truth. That must be the main criterion for any
personal or global alliance, military or otherwise. .Sr Veronica Lawson rsm

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587

The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.

Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.

As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.

Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.

Dates to remember
Sunday 5th November - Remembrance Mass

Combined Church Service
A combined church service will be held on Sunday 29th October 6pm, All Saints Church. All welcome.

Class attending Friday Mass
Children from 3/4 CA (Ms Anderson’s) class will be attending mass on Friday 27th October. All parents
and grandparents welcome.

Book Club

The next meeting of the Parish Book Club is at

5 Poland Street, Portland

8.00 pm Thursday 26 October 2017.

The book is: ‘Underground Railroad’ by Colson Whitehead

Advent & Christmas Daily Reflections 2017- Chosen

Chosen is a 72 page pocket-size book containing short daily reflections from
the beginning of Advent (3 December 2017) through to the Baptism of the
Lord (8 January 2018) primarily for personal use, but also appropriate for
group use.

Chosen also features beautiful religious artworks from the Masters such as
Fasolo, Veronese, De Favanne, Bloch, Lotto and Perugino, with enlightening
“Artwork Spotlight” reflections written by Fr Graham Schmitzer PP (Parish
Priest, Immaculate Conception Parish Unanderra).

The cost of the booklet is $4.

If you would like to order a copy please place your name on the form at
the front of the church.
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World Mission Sunday
WHOEVER DRINKS OF THE WATER THAT | SHALL GIVE, WILL NEVER THIST AGAIN®John 4:14

Catholic Mission supports missionaries like Sister Mary Hoaian in Nha
Trang, Vietnam to provide critical community resources such as clean
drinking water and medical care to the country’s 12 million forgotten
farming families, living in the coastal mountain regions. By supporting the
Catholic Mission World Mission Appeal today, or by partnering with us
through your monthly gift, to support isolated families in coastal Vietnam,
and all around the world, to receive the vital resources they require such
as clean drinking water and medical care. Please give generously to
support impoverished families in Vietham, and around the world today.
Freecall: 1800 257 296 catholicmission.org.au/Vietnam




