Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 19th November
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
D. Baudinette
Ministers: D. Kierce, A. O’Brien
Gifts:
Ciara Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Arnott
Reader:
K. Howman
Ministers: L. Goebel, D. Arnott, A. Loving
Gifts:
T. Mizzi, C. Boyadjian
Welcome:: A & M Francis
Next weekend: 24th November
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
D. Kierce
Ministers: F. Mizzi, M. Lambert
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
K. Loftus
Ministers: J. Sandeman, A. McIntyre, F. Arnott
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome:: B & M McGennisken

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finance
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week :

$ 1,364
World Missions

Target $64,000
Total YTD 2017/18
Total YTD 2016/17

Church Flowers:

Maureen Schultz
Kath McNamara

Church Linen: 19/11 A. McIntyre
Church Cleaning:
19/11 A. McIntyre, G. Lewis
26/11 M. Kempton, M. Antony
Heywood:

19/11 Kaye

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: Tracey Bull
Flowers: Vol. please
Mowing: Noel Bull

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

$ 26,009
$ 23,156

$ 503

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support:

$ 804.55

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

19th November
2017
33rd Sunday
Ordinary Time
Year A

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

Weekday Services
Tuesday:

21/11 to 24/11

5.00pm

Mass

Wednesday:
Thursday:

5.00pm
10.00am
1.00pm

Mass
Mass
Heywood Hostel service

Friday:

9.30am
10.00am

Adoration
Mass

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Lorraine Riordan (Lynda Cooper’s mother),
Anniversaries:
Anna Goosens, Jim Maloney, Betty Edwards,
Henry Sumner, Matthew O’Halloran, Una Gladman,
John Prince Smith,
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke,
Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell, Gavin & Joan Carr,
Ted Murphy
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy
November 26th

HEYWOOD
Anne & Jamin
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass

Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 127
Happy are those who fear the Lord.
O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper.
Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table.
Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
in a happy Jerusalem
all the days of your life
Happy are those who fear the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord;
my branches bear much fruit
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Matthew: 25: 14-15. 19-21

’Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man on his way abroad who
summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents, to another two,
to a third one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set out. Now a long time after, the master of
those servants came back and went through his accounts with them. The man who had received the five
talents came forward bringing five more. “Sir”, he said “you entrusted me with five talents; here are five
more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown
you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s
happiness.”’

Reflection by Artist - Jenny Close
The parable of the talents brings to mind the importance of personal
growth and the enhancement of life. In this context 'trustworthiness'
refers to our ability to use what we are given in life to best advantage.
No doubt this will mean something different for each of us. 'Live long
and prosper' is an appropriate sentiment in this context.

Gospel Reflection - by Veronica Lawson

rsm

In answer to my usual greeting, “G’day Muff, what are you up to?” my polymath brother-in-law, David
(nicknamed Muff), would invariably reply, “Just contemplating the eternal verities!” The conversation that
followed, usually over a glass of wine, would confirm the truth of his response. Contemplating the eternal
verities was a way of life for Muff over the six decades of his life, until his all too early death 12 years
ago.
As the end of the church year approaches, the liturgy presents us with texts that invite us all to consider
the big questions of life and death, including the day of reckoning that will inevitably confront each one of
us. Matthew’s parable of the talents is part of a discourse about the final realities. It is sandwiched
between the parable of the ten bridesmaids, five of whom are unprepared for the bridegroom, and the
end time judgement of the nations (next week’s gospel).
The previous story has concluded with the warning: “Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the
day nor the hour.” This is usually interpreted as a reference to the second coming of Christ. Today’s
story continues this motif. It opens: “For it is as if a man going abroad summons his slaves and entrusts
his property to them….” The slaves are entrusted with phenomenal wealth: ten talents, five talents, and
one talent respectively. A talent was a measure of weight rather than a coin and one silver talent was
the equivalent of 1000 days wages for an ordinary labourer.
The slaves receive no instructions, but later events indicate that the man expects a good return on his
wealth. The first two slaves deliver and are invited into the joy of the master, another possible reference
to the end time when God will embrace those who are faithful to their mission. The third slave buries his
talent and provides a reasonable rationale: the master is a hard man who inspires a fear-ridden
response in the slave. The master does not resile from this description. The seemingly unproductive
slave loses even what he has and is banished to a place “where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.”
Is the master an image of God? There are some elements in the story that may point in this direction.
There are other features, however, such as the concentration of wealth in one person and the treatment
of the fearful slave, that suggest this may be too simplistic an answer. In face of the present global
unrest, we may find ourselves in sympathy with the third slave insofar as he challenges the violence and
exploitative ways of the master. Parables are susceptible of multiple interpretations and the eternal
verities cannot be encapsulated in one story or one image. They bear enduring contemplation and call
us to responsible action.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Dates to remember
Parish Picnic - Sunday 3rd December 12pm
Anointing Mass - Wed 6th December 12.00pm
Portland Community Carols - Sunday 10th December 5.30pm

Class attending Friday Mass
Children from the Foundation class will be attending mass on Friday 24th November. All parents and
grandparents welcome.
Pastoral Care Education
An exciting opportunity for education and formation in Pastoral Care recognised and accredited
towards theological studies through the University of Divinity is now available in regional Victoria. A
newly created South West Victoria Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) Centre has been registered
through the Association for Supervised and Clinical Pastoral Education Victoria (ASACPEV Inc.)
thanks to Frs Gerry Prunty, John Fitzgerald and Paddy Mugavin as the advisory group and Bernadette
Wurlod as the appointed CPE Centre Director. An extended part-time program will commence in
February and conclude in November 2018. For more information and an application form, go to the
diocesan website www.ballarat.catholic.org.au.
World day of the Poor “Love not in word, but in deed”
At the end of the Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis announced a new ‘World Day
of the Poor’, which is to be celebrated on Sunday, November 19th, 2017. He
describes the genesis and the idea behind this day: “During the “Jubilee for Socially
Excluded People”, as the Holy Doors of Mercy were being closed in all the
cathedrals and shrines of the world, I had the idea that, as yet another tangible sign
of this Extraordinary Holy Year, the entire Church might celebrate, on the Thirty-Third
Sunday of Ordinary Time, the World Day of the Poor. This would be the worthiest
way to prepare for the celebration of the Solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ, King of
the Universe, who identified with the little ones and the poor and who will judge us on
our works of mercy (cf. Mt 25:31-46).
It would be a day to help communities and each of the baptised to reflect on how poverty is at the very
heart of the Gospel and that, as long as Lazarus lies at the door of our homes (cf. Lk 16:19-21), there
can be no justice or social peace. This Day will also represent a genuine form of new evangelisation
(cf. Mt 11:5) which can renew the face of the Church as She perseveres in her perennial activity of
pastoral conversion and witness to mercy.”

Parish Picnic
All parishioners and families are invited to a parish picnic on Sunday 3rd December
12pm at the Foreshore Park (adjacent to the skate park and children’s playground). A
BBQ will be secured and some picnic tables. BYO all your own requirements. All are
welcome.

