Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 3rd December
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
P. Couttie
Ministers: D. Kierce, A. Burns
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
A. McIntyre
Reader:
B. Healy
Ministers: B & M McGennisken, K. Arnott
Gifts:
L & D Goebel
Welcome:: M. King
Next weekend: 10th December
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
M. Schultz
Ministers: A. O’Brien, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
Ciara Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
P. Howman
Reader:
K. Arnott
Ministers: J. Fitzgerald, K. Loftus, L. Goebel
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome:: L. Goebel

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Planned Giving for Parish Account
$ 821.00
World Missions
Target $64,000
Total YTD 2017/18
Total YTD 2016/17

Church Flowers:

Maureen Schultz
Kath McNamara

Church Linen: 3/12 J. Fitzgerald
Church Cleaning:
03/12 M. Schultz, J. Sandeman
10/12 The Arnott Family
Heywood:

3/12 Vol. please

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: Vol. please
Flowers: Ann-Marie Harvey
Mowing: Gerald Harvey

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

$ 28,143
$ 24,547

$ 503

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support:

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

3rd December
2017
1st Sunday
Advent
Year B

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

Weekday Services
Tuesday:

05/12 to 08/12

5.00pm

Mass

Wednesday:
Thursday:

11.30am
10.00am

Anointing Mass
Mass

Friday:

9.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

Adoration
Mass
Evening Prayer

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Sarah Olive Stuchbery, Bob Stuchbery

Our Finance

Given last week :

All Saints’ Parish

$ 641.65

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Anniversaries:
Terry McMeel, George Cumbo, Stella Young, Bill Maling,
Ada McNeilly, Kath Dent, Danny Clifford,
Kathleen McIndoe
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke,
Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell, Gavin & Joan Carr,
Michelle Mutch
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy
December 10th

HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 79
Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face and we
shall be saved.
O shepherd of Israel, hear us,
shine forth from your cherubim throne.
O Lord, rouse up your might,
O Lord, come to our help.
God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted.

May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
the man you have given your strength.
And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name
Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face and we
shall be saved.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Matthew: 13: 33-37

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you
never know when the time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad:
he has gone from home, and left his servants in charge, each with his
own task; and he has told the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay
awake, because you do not know when the master of the house is
coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly,
he must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay
awake!’

Reflection by Artist - Jenny Close
Advent is a waiting time and a time of change in our world. In Southern lands trees are budding and
fruiting, the air is fresh and warm and the sky is blue. In the North the leaves are showing autumn
colour, the nights are getting colder and winter is edging in. Things are changing, but the changes can
take us by surprise if we are not alert and looking for them. The natural cycle echoes the Advent
mystery: we wait in hope for the coming of the Kingdom, for the end time, for the completion of creation.
That is the grand plan and the long view, but there is something a little more pedestrian here. After all,
the Kingdom is among us now and it can be observed at work in our world. It shows in the ebb and flow
of our lives and we need to pay attention to these changes, just as we watch and respond to the
changes in nature. Jesus urges us to 'stay awake' so that when the changes come we will be prepared.
So keep a candle burning, the door ajar, and be on the alert 'because you never know when the time will
come'.

Reflection -

Dianne Bergant CSS

Today’s readings contain several images: the faithfulness of those who suffer, even as they lament their
predicament; the admonition to watch and wait; the expectation of the coming of the Day of the Lord. As
trustees of the one who is coming, we live in the ‘in between’ time of ambiguity and hope. The
placement of these readings at the beginning of Advent shapes the context for understanding the entire
season. They fix our gaze on the world of human pain and then moves beyond it to the hope of a
brighter future. Lamentation and expectation find fulfilment in the Day of the Lord.
Waiting is a prominent image this Sunday. Some people wait to be released from suffering, others await
the second coming of Christ. Waiting saps our energies and stifles our enthusiasm. Yet wait we must,
and as we wait, we wonder: ‘What should I be doing?’ The readings suggest that we should wait with
patient expectation for the day of reconciliation and peace; we should wait in joyful hope that what is to
come will come soon. While we wait, we should faithfully fulfil our responsibilities. We believe that we
have a future worth waiting for, that there are promises that God will keep. And so we look expectantly
to the Day of the Lord, that future day of ultimate fulfilment.

We Watch
Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know
when the time will come. MARK 13:33
We watch and wait.
To this waiting time we bring the experiences of
the year past.
This circle of green reminds us of the love of God
endless, but ever new.
As we focus on the candle, what memories of the
year rise up for us?

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Dates to remember
Parish Picnic - Sunday 3rd December 12pm
Anointing Mass - Wed 6th December 11.30am
Portland Community Carols - Sunday 10th December 5.30pm

Christmas Mass times
24th Dec 5.00pm Vigil Mass - Dartmoor.
24th Dec 7.30pm Carols - All Saints Portland.

24th Dec 8.00pm Christmas Eve Mass - All Saints Portland.
Columban Calendar 2017
The Columban Calendar 2018 is available to purchase at the 25th Dec 9.30am Christmas Day Mass - All Saints Portland.
All Saints. Outreach Shop for $9.
It would make an ideal Christmas gift.
Anointing Mass
Wednesday 6th December - Anointing Mass will be held 11.30am - Light lunch and cuppa after
mass. Please indicate on the sheet in the church foyer if you will be attending for catering purposes.
Sandwiches will be provided, can you please bring a sweet or slice to share.

Class attending Friday Mass
Children from 3/4 RG (Ms Rebecca’s) class will be attending mass on Friday 1st December. All
parents and grandparents welcome.

Book Club
The next meeting of the Parish Book Club is at the Kiosk, Bridgewater Bay 6.00 pm
Friday 15 December 2017.
The book is: ‘The Dry’ by Jane Harper
Xt3 Advent Calendar 2017
Advent is a time of preparation and waiting for the birth of Jesus, a time when we ask ourselves is
there room for the baby Jesus in the Inn of our hearts?
The first Advent calendar door will open on the 3rd of December with a new door opening each day
until the 7th of January.
Prepare your heart for Christ and go deeper in your faith.
Journey with Xt3 this Advent 2017 go to www.xt3.com/advent to download the app.
Year of Youth 2018 - Open New Horizons for Spreading Joy
The Australian Bishops have identified the liturgical year
of 2018, beginning on the first Sunday of Advent
(December 3, 2017) as a national Year of Youth.
Anointed and Sent is a common vision of the Australian
Catholic Bishops for animating and nurturing the spiritual
life of young people.
It addresses young people themselves as the future – but
also as the part of the present – of our Church. It
addresses all those who seek to minister to young people
by drawing them into the life of the Catholic community
and engaging them in the Church’s mission. And it
addresses the whole Church as it seeks to connect better
with young people and to ensure they encounter Jesus
Christ in and through them.

