Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 10th December
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
M. Schultz
Ministers: A. O’Brien, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
Ciara Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
P. Howman
Reader:
K. Arnott
Ministers: J. Fitzgerald, K. Loftus, L. Goebel
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome:: L. Goebel
Next weekend: 17th December
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
P. O’Brien
Ministers: M. Lambert, D. Kierce
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
J. Sandeman
Reader:
M. Kearney
Ministers: D. Arnott, K. Howman, A. Loving
Gifts:
D. Goebel, C. Boyadjian
Welcome:: A & M Francis

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week :

$ 1,762.00
World Missions

Total YTD 2017/18
Total YTD 2016/17

Jeanette Sandeman
Christmas - Julie Crimmins

Church Linen: 03/12 J. Fitzgerald,
17/12 M. Francis
Church Cleaning:
10/12 The Arnott Family
17/12 M. Lambert, J. Burns
Heywood:
Dartmoor:

3/12 Vol. please
Cleaning: Vol. please
Flowers: Ann-Marie Harvey
Mowing: Gerald Harvey

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

$ 29,980
$ 25,956

$ 503

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support:

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

10th December
2017
2nd Sunday
Advent
Year B

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

Weekday Services
Tuesday:

12/12 to 15/12

5.00pm

Mass

Wednesday:
Thursday:

5.00pm
10.00am

Mass
Mass

Friday:

9.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

Adoration
Mass
Evening Prayer

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Jim Collins, Heather Breceley

Our Finance

Target $64,000

Church Flowers:

“The Spire“

$ 644.95

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Anniversaries:
Michael Twomey, Anne Pye, Denise Shepherd,
Jessie Ward, Sr Mary Muirhead, Vic Wright, Lorna Arnold,
Willy Paget, Joan Lumsden, Margaret Cassie, Win Martin,
Margaret McMahon, Lil Cables
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke,
Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell, Gavin & Joan Carr,
Michelle Mutch
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy
December 10th

HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 84
Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your
salvation.
I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace,
peace for his people.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land.
Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven.
The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps.
Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your
salvation.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his
paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Mark: 1: 1-8

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in the book of the
prophet Isaiah:
Look, I am going to send my messenger before you;
he will prepare your way.
A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight,
and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All
Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to him,
and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they
confessed their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he
lived on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his preaching he
said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful
than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised you with
water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’

Reflection -

Veronica Lawson RSM

The first verse of Mark’s gospel evokes the opening words of Genesis and thus situates the saving
presence of Jesus in relation to the creation of earth and of all earth beings. The whole of Mark’s story of
Jesus is presented as a beginning. It is the beginning of a faith journey into which the listener/reader is
invited. In some manuscripts of the Greek text, there are only five words in this verse, seven in other
manuscripts, and twelve in our English translation. The term gospel (euangelion) means good news. It
referred originally to the news of victory delivered by a messenger, usually in time of war. The good
news in this context is about Jesus, a name meaning “Yahweh saves”. The reader learns that this Jesus
is the Christ, the Anointed One of God, Israel’s longed for Messiah. The actors within the story have to
discover this truth as the drama unfolds. The two additional words present Jesus as “son of God”, or as
one having the characteristics of God.
John the Baptizer is identified as the messenger who proclaims the need to prepare the way for the
arrival of a new Presence in our world. Mark creates the impression that something big is happening
here. John draws massive crowds from city and country alike. They come to him in the wilderness, the
home of the other-than-human, of diverse forms of life. At a metaphorical level, wilderness recalls
Israel’s experience in the Sinai desert. It is the place of testing and of new beginnings for God’s people,
the place of God’s coming or God’s “advent” to Israel. Jesus will be impelled by the Spirit into the
wilderness where he will pass the tests that Israel failed.
This reading invites us to prepare for God’s advent by ritualising metanoia (usually translated as
“repentance”), and thus being ready for the one who comes. The translation “repentance” does not
convey the nuances of the Greek term metanoia which literally means a “change of mind” and suggests
an “expansion of horizons”. God’s advent demands a new mindset that will predispose us to receive the
gift of God’s forgiveness and be open to feel the pain of earth as well as the pain of those rendered
poor.
Mark’s depiction of John evokes the image of the prophet Elijah in 2 Kings 8 and the “hairy mantle” of
the prophet in Zechariah 13:4. John is a prophet who, like the prophets of old, calls God’s people to
reconsider where they stand in relation to God. He is also the one who heralds the advent of the
“stronger” one who will baptize “with the Holy Spirit”. And yet there is nothing in the subsequent narrative
about Jesus baptizing. As we reflect attentively on Mark’s gospel this liturgical year, we might discover
for ourselves the meaning of that reference.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Dates to remember

Portland Community Carols - Sunday 10th December
5.30pm

All Saints Parish School - Christmas Family Tea and
Carols - Tuesday 12 December 6.30pm (please bring
chairs to sit on)

Sunday 24th December - NO MASS 10.30am

Christmas Mass times
24th Dec 5.00pm Vigil Mass - Dartmoor.
24th Dec 7.30pm Carols - All Saints Portland.
24th Dec 8.00pm Christmas Eve Mass - All Saints Portland.
25th Dec 9.30am Christmas Day Mass - All Saints Portland.

Columban Calendar 2017
The Columban Calendar 2018 is available to purchase at the All Saints. Outreach Shop for $9.
It would make an ideal Christmas gift.
Christmas Meat Hamper
Through our Parish Outreach we will provide meat vouchers to accompany the Christmas hampers
that are being delivered on the 11th December. If you would like to make a contribution to the cost of
the meat for the hampers, please take a marked envelope located at our Advent Wreath, and return
via the collections.
Book Club
The next meeting of the Parish Book Club is at the Kiosk, Bridgewater Bay 6.00 pm
Friday 15 December 2017.
The book is: ‘The Dry’ by Jane Harper
Royal Commission Final Report
The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse will sit on 14 December to
publicly mark the conclusion of the five-year long inquiry.
Bishop Paul Bird's statement in response to the release of report can be read here:
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/services-and-agencies/dsp-default.cfm?loadref=193

We Wait
‘There is one thing, my friends, that you must never

forget: that with the Lord,
a ‘day’ can mean a thousand years, and a thousand
years is like a day.’ PETER 3:8
This week we light the second of the Advent candles.
We are reminded of the way John the Baptist called
people to prepare the way for Jesus and we light
these candles as a sign that we, too, are praying and
preparing our hearts to welcome Jesus anew this
Christmas.

