Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 17th December
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
P. O’Brien
Ministers: M. Lambert, D. Kierce
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
J. Sandeman
Reader:
M. Kearney
Ministers: D. Arnott, K. Howman, A. Loving
Gifts:
D. Goebel, C. Boyadjian
Welcome:: A & M Francis
Next weekend: 24th December
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Kierce
Ministers: A. Burns, A. O’Brien
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: F. Mizzi

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Sunday: Christmas Roster

Planned Giving for Parish Account
$ 1,292.00
World Missions

Target $64,000
Total YTD 2017/18
Total YTD 2016/17

Church Flowers:

Jeanette Sandeman
Christmas - Julie Crimmins

Church Linen: 17/12 M. Francis
Church Cleaning:
17/12 M. Lambert, J. Burns
24/12 C. Legg, P. Laidlaw
Heywood:

17/12 Vicki

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: Vol. please
Flowers: Ann-Marie Harvey
Mowing: Gerald Harvey

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

$ 31,272
$ 26,823

$ 503

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support:

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

17th December
2017
3rd Sunday
Advent
Year B

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

Weekday Services
Tuesday:

19/12 to 22/12

2.00pm

Funeral Prayers
(Merle Grundy)

Wednesday:
Thursday:

10.00am
10.00am
7.00pm

Mass @ BUPA
Mass
Communal Sacrament
of Penance

Friday:

9.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

Adoration
Mass
Evening Prayer

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Our Finance

Given last week :

All Saints’ Parish

$ 721.80

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Recent Deaths:
Merle Grundy
Anniversaries:
Gail Riley, Gordon Nance, Peter Healey, Michael Thomas
Don Stewart, Cecil Bull, Michael & Rosina Neagle,
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke,
Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell, Gavin & Joan Carr,
Michelle Mutch
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm

Lk 1:46-50. 53-54

My soul rejoices in my God.
My soul glorifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her nothingness;
henceforth all ages will call me blessed.
The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy his name!
His mercy is from age to age,
on those who fear him.
He fills the starving with good things,
sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.

My soul rejoices in my God.

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Gospel Acclamation

HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Jn 1:6-8. 19-28

A man came, sent by God.
His name was John.
He came as a witness,
as a witness to speak for the light,
so that everyone might believe through him.
He was not the light,
only a witness to speak for the light.
This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews sent priests
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not only
declared, but he declared quite openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well
then,’ they asked, ‘are you Elijah?’ ‘I am not,’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ So they
said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an answer to those who sent us. What have you to say
about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, as Isaiah prophesied:
a voice that cries in the wilderness:
Make a straight way for the Lord.’
Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put this further question to him, ‘Why are you
baptising if you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with
water; but there stands among you – unknown to you – the one who is coming after me; and I am not fit
to undo his sandal-strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the Jordan, where John was
baptising.

Reflection -

Veronica Lawson RSM

Today’s gospel reading falls into two sections. The first section comprises a statement from the prologue
of John’s gospel and the second revolves around a question that has already been answered in the
prologue. In other words, the reader knows the answer to the question posed by the characters in the
second section. The prologue presents John the baptizer as “a man sent from God”. He is not “the light”;
he is rather a “witness” whose role is to testify to “the light”. The true light [Jesus] was “coming into the
world”. As we proclaim Jesus as “the light”, we might take time to appreciate the wonder and the
properties of the material reality that informs this metaphor.
In the face of less than friendly questioning, John the baptizer responds simply and honestly to
questions about his identity. The questions are relentless and John’s responses are unambiguous. He is
not the Messiah, the Anointed of God. He is not the prophet Elijah that some identified with God’s
messenger of Malachi 3:1-3 who would return and restore the “descendants of Levi” He is not the
prophet-like-Moses of Deuteronomy 15. He states his identity with reference to the words of the prophet
Isaiah: he is the voice crying out in the wilderness, inviting God’s people to prepare the way for God’s
advent, God’s coming.
John knows who he is. He understands the parameters of his mission and he points his questioners in
the direction of the truth. His role is a pivotal one in the story of God’s saving action. His story is also
pivotal in the unfolding of the drama of the fourth gospel. It is worth asking how we might answer the
question that the priests and Levites put to John on behalf of the Jerusalem “Jews”: “Who are you?” If
we can honestly answer that question, if we can admit who we are with all our strengths and
weaknesses, if we can know our place in the scheme of things and own it in all humility, then we are
probably in a good position to recognise and, like John, witness to the “one who is coming”, the light of
the world, the revelation of God.
A caution is in order regarding this gospel reading: we must remember that not only the opponents of
Jesus but most of the actors in the gospel drama, including Jesus, are Jewish. The group of characters
specifically named in the narrative as “the Jews” includes some influential members of the Jewish
religious leadership, but cannot be identified with them because it comprises a more extensive group
who are consistently in conflict with Jesus. It would be a serious disservice to the gospel to condemn the
Jewish people on the basis of this and similar stories of Jewish opposition to Jesus.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Christmas Mass Times
Sunday 24th December - NO MASS 10.30am
Sunday 24th December - 5.00pm Vigil Mass, Dartmoor
Sunday 24th December - 7.30pm Carols, All Saints
Sunday 24th December - 8.00pm Christmas Eve Mass, All Saints
Monday 25th December - 9.30am Christmas Day Mass, All Saints
Columban Calendar 2017
The Columban Calendar 2018 is available to purchase at the All Saints. Outreach Shop for $9.
It would make an ideal Christmas gift.
Christmas Meat Hamper
Through our Parish Outreach we will provide meat vouchers to accompany the Christmas hampers
that are being delivered on the 11th December. If you would like to make a contribution to the cost of
the meat for the hampers, please take a marked envelope located at our Advent Wreath, and return
via the collections.

Christmas Mass Ministry
We are asking for volunteers to assist in the running of both the Christmas Vigil and Christmas Day
masses. If you are able to assist please put your name down on the sheets at the front of the church.
Many thanks for your assistance.
Christmas Message from Bishop Paul
Bishop Paul’s Christmas Message ‘2017 Joys and Sorrows’ is available to view on the diocesan
website www.ballarat.catholic.org.au.
ACYF - view Youth Festival events
All the highlight plenary events from the Youth Festival are available for viewing at xt3. How do we
connect with young people? Have a look at this. View ACYF on demand at xt3.com

We Wonder
Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all
things give thanks to God, because this is what God
expects you to do in Christ Jesus. THESS 5:16
This week we light three candles in the Advent
wreath. We are reminded that the ancient peoples
longed for someone to come to them and give them
hope for a better way to living. We are reminded of
our own hopes and longings as we prepare for
Christmas.

