Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 21st January
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
D. Kierce
Ministers: F. Mizzi, M. Lambert
Gifts:
Ciara Leonard, K. Carr
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
P. Howman
Reader:
K. Howman
Ministers: A. Loving, I. Eichler, J. Sandeman
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome:: B & M McGennisken
Next weekend: 28th January
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
P. Kierce
Ministers: D. Kierce, A. Burns
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
J. Sandeman
Reader:
K. Loftus
Ministers: A. McIntyre, F. Arnott,
B. McGennisken
Gifts:
L & D Goebel
Welcome:: M. King

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finance
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week :

$ 1,258.50
World Missions

Target $64,000
Total YTD 2017/18
Total YTD 2016/17

Church Flowers:

“The Spire“

$ 36,611
$ 31,350

$ 503

Marie McGennisken

Church Linen: 14/1 B. Teal, 28/1
Church Cleaning:
21/01 M & Y Crooks
28/01 K. McNamara, M. King
Heywood:

14/1 Kaye, 28/1 Vol. please

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: Karen Bull
Flowers: Vol. please
Mowing: Leo Bull

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support:

$ 591.85

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

21st January
2018
3rd Sunday
Ordinary Time
Year B
Weekday Services

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
23/01 to 26/01

Tuesday:

5.00pm

Mass

Wednesday:
Thursday:

5.00pm
10.00am
1.00pm

Mass
Mass
Heywood Hostel Service

Friday:

11.00am

Australia Day Mass

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Psalm 24

Recent Deaths:

Teach me your ways, O Lord.

Anniversaries:
Ida Leslie, Richard Berry, Faye Herbertson, Ted Walsh
Jim Ketelaars, Maurie Sykes, Owen Appleby,
Steve Holmes, Norma O’Connor, Margaret Warke
Prayer Requests:
Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Claire Jesser,
Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke,
Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell, Michelle Mutch

Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour.

If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord.

The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor.

HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am

Teach me your ways, O Lord.

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!
The kingdom of God is near:
believe the Good News!.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia!

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Gospel Acclamation

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Mark 1: 14 - 20

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the
Good News from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is
close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’
As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother
Andrew casting a net in the lake – for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to
them, ‘Follow me and I will make you into fishers of men.’ And at once they left
their nets and followed him.
Going on a little further, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John;
they too were in their boat, mending their nets. He called them at once and,
leaving their father Zebedee in the boat with the men he employed, they went
after him.

Reflection - Veronica Lawson RSM
Most of the gospel readings for this year are from Mark's story of Jesus. As with any story, it is best to
read it from beginning to end, attending to the story line, to indications of place and time, to all the actors
or characters in the story, human and other-than-human. While the main character or actor is Jesus,
there are other characters and character groups that claim our attention. The “worlds” we encounter
include the celestial world, the world of spirits and demons, the human, the animal and the plant worlds.
In many ways, we can resonate with the worlds that Mark creates. In other ways, they are alien to 21st
century scientific sensibilities. We bring our consciousness of these differences to our reading of the
text.
As we embark on this reading we might also become aware of what we bring to the text, “the joys and
the hopes, the grief's and the anxieties” (GS 1) of our world today. What we bring to the text informs our
understanding of the text. As we read, we might think of this gospel as a two-act drama. The first act in
the drama (Mark 1:1-8:26) raises the question, “Who is this?” The central scene (Mark 8:27-30) provides
a partial answer: Jesus is the Messiah or God's Anointed One, the Christos. The second act of the
drama (Mark 8:31-16:8) is full of surprises for its earliest audiences: Jesus is not a militaristic messiah,
but one who is prepared to suffer death for the sake of God's empire; God finally triumphs over suffering
and death.
The invitation to us as readers is to enter into the drama, to identify with the characters and character
groups, and to hear the teachings of Jesus. In the passage selected for today, Jesus announces his
program and invites others to reorient their lives, to expand their horizons and to join him on a mission of
proclaiming God’s kingdom, God's way of being in the world. Jesus proclaims the advent of God’s “time”
or kairos, as opposed to ordinary clock time (chronos). It is crisis time, time to attend to the cries of the
earth and the cries of those rendered poor in every age.
One might get the impression that the disciples are all men. We have to go to the end of the gospel to
find that there are also women “who came up with him to Jerusalem” from Galilee. The central section of
the gospel (Mark 9-10) makes it clear that there are children on the journey as well. So let us imagine a
much more extended group around Jesus than today's little gospel reading suggests. Women, men, and
children, all are invited to leave behind whatever gets in the way of bringing God's empire into our world.

Living the Gospel - The Good News is here
This week’s gospel marks the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry in the Gospel of Mark. The gospel writer
has Jesus clearly announcing his message in plain, simple language: ‘The kingdom of God is close at hand.
Repent, and believe the Good News.” The message is as true for us today as it was when those words were
first spoken. The kingdom is still close at hand if we would only recognise it in our midst rather than pinning
our hopes on some future reward. The call to repent and believe the Good News is as relevant for us as it
was for the first believers.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Dates to Remember
14th February - Ash Wednesday
17th February - RCIA Rite of Election St Patrick’s Cathedral Ballarat 12.30pm
Lenten Program 2018: ‘Blessed + Broken’
The program will be suited to all parishioners either to use individually or in groups. It will be particularly
helpful for adults who are preparing for initiation at Easter.
The elements for each week of the program are: prayer (opening and closing prayers in the book, hymn
on audio), Gospel (book and audio), Gospel Reflections (book and audio) questions for reflection and
sharing (book) and Bless, Break & Give (suggestions and ideas for living as a ‘missionary disciple’ day
to day).
If you would like to order a copy of the booklet on its own, and the CD please record your name on the
list at the front of the church. The cost for the booklet alone is $7 and booklet & CD’s $9.
Diocesan Business Manager
Andrew Jirik was appointed Diocesan Business Manager last May. At the time, we anticipated that we
would have a review of his appointment around the six month mark. This review has now been
completed. The review has drawn on observations from Andrew himself and from those who have
worked with him during this time. I have also had the opportunity to meet with Andrew to discuss points
that he has raised and points raised by others.
Following this review, I am now very pleased to advise that I have confirmed Andrew’s appointment as
our Diocesan Business Manager. In line with his original letter of appointment, his term extends till May
2022. I pray for continued blessings upon Andrew in this important service to our diocesan community.
Best wishes to you all.
Bishop Paul

For the New Year
I am the New Year.
I am an unspoiled page in your book of time.
I am your next chance at the art of living.
I am your opportunity to practice what you have learned during the last twelve months about life.
All that you sought the past year and failed to find is hidden in me; I am waiting for you to search it out
again with more determination.
All the good that you tried to do for others and didn’t achieve last year is mine to grant-- providing you have
fewer selfish and conflicting desires.
In me lies the potential of all that you have dreamed but didn’t dare to do, all that you hoped but did not
perform, all that you prayed for but did not yet experience.
These dreams slumber lightly, waiting to be awakened by the touch of an enduring purpose.
I am your opportunity to renew your allegiance to Christ who said,
“Behold, I make all things new” (Rev. 21:5)
(Author Unknown)

