Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 18th February
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
D. Baudinette
Ministers: vol. please, A. O’Brien
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Arnott
Reader:
A. Francis
Ministers: K. Howman, A. Loving, I. Eichler
Gifts:
J. & A Milani
Welcome:: B & M McGennisken
Next weekend: 25th February
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
Ciara Leonard
Ministers: F. Mizzi, M. Lambert
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
A. McIntyre
Reader:
P. Couttie
Ministers: P. Howman, J. Sandeman, F. Arnott
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome: M. King

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Planned Giving for Parish Account
$ 574.00
World Missions
Target $64,000
Total YTD 2017/18
Total YTD 2016/17

Church Flowers:

$ 40,319
$ 34,730

$ 503

Judy Hall

Church Linen: 11/2 P. Bailey, 26/2 A. McIntyre
Church Cleaning:
18/02 M. Antony, M. Kempton
25/02 M. Schultz, J. Sandeman
Heywood:

11/2 Kaye, 26/2 Vol. please

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: Tracy Bull
Flowers: Vol. please
Mowing: Noel Bull

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support:

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

18th February
2018
1st Sunday
Lent
Year B
Weekday Services
Tuesday:

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
20/02 to 23/02

10.00am Mass - All Saints School

Wednesday: 10.00am Mass **BUPA**
Thursday:

No Mass

Friday:

10.00am Mass - Presbytery
6.00pm Evening Prayer - Presbytery

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Hazel Harris (Pat Brondsema’s mother)
Tony Mizzi

Our Finance

Given last week :

All Saints’ Parish

$ 645.15

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Anniversaries:
Owen Williams, Louise Sheba, Peter Burch, John Smith,
Bob Wood, Sue Quinlivan, Jack Proudfoot, Peter Lewis,
Cora Telford, O.M. Buchanan
Prayer Requests:
Paul Kierce, Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford, Les
Hildebrand, Claire Jesser, Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, John
Smith, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell,
Michelle Mutch
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy
February 25th

HEYWOOD
Anne & Helper
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 24
Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth
to those who keep your covenant.
Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour.
Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord.

The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor
Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth
to those who keep your covenant.

Gospel Acclamation
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
No one lives on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

Mark 1: 12 - 15

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for
forty days, and was tempted by Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and
the angels looked after him.
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he
proclaimed the Good News from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and
the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good
News.’

Reflection - Veronica Lawson RSM
Lent comes around each year and presents us with its usual challenge to take stock of our lives, to see
more clearly what is in our hearts, and to discover what might be calling us out of our comfort zones. It is
a time to consider how we might respond to the pain of the world and of its inhabitants. It is a time for
personal as well as group reflection, a time for entering into “the wilderness” and for grappling with the
mysteries of life. It is a time of preparation for Easter when we will renew our baptismal vows and
celebrate the greatest mysteries of our faith.
The gospel reading invites us to reflect on Jesus’ forty-day experience in “the wilderness”. Jesus is said
to be “filled with the Holy Spirit” and, like so many human beings before and since, is “led by the Spirit”
into the wilderness of life to be “tested” there. [“Tested” is a more accurate translation of the original
Greek term than is “tempted”]. Forty is a symbolic number in Israel’s story: the great flood lasts forty
days and forty nights; Moses spends forty days and forty nights on the mountain of God; Israel wanders
for forty years in the wilderness; King David reigns for forty years; the prophet Elijah travels forty days
and forty nights in the wilderness on his way to the mountain of God.
The wilderness of Judah, with its unique desert flora and fauna, its wadis and waterholes, is ever so
real. At the same time it functions symbolically in the narrative. In Israel’s story, it is the place of testing
for God’s people: “Remember the long way that your God has led you these forty years in the
wilderness… testing you to know what was in your heart” (Deuteronomy 8:2). Jesus now passes the
tests that Israel failed in the wilderness.
Jesus is “with the wild beasts”. This terse statement recalls the prophet Isaiah’s vision of a future time of
reconciliation and harmony when “the wolf will lie down with the lamb” (Isaiah 11:6-9). Jesus is
presented as the one who ushers in that age of peace and healing of division. God’s agents care for him
in his time of testing: “angels minister to him”. In this context, Jesus announces the coming of God’s
empire or reign. His message is to “repent” or to “think beyond” in a way that might turn lives around in
God’s direction, and to “believe the good news” that he is set to proclaim in word and action. At a time of
growing divide between the mega-rich and the desperately poor, we might look back to our symbolic
tradition and forward to ways of bringing good news to those mostly deeply affected by the inequities in
our world.

Living the Gospel - Change of Heart
Jesus’ proclamation of the kingdom of God is a call to live out God’s transformative dream of
right relationship with one another and with our world. To accept this call requires a change
of heart and mind and a new worldview based on living the kingdom of God.
This is a challenge to be counter-cultural - to go ‘against the flow’ of the majority attitudes at
times. It is certainly not an ‘easy option’ that we are called to live. Jesus’ call to ‘repent and
believe’ is a very appropriate call to begin the Lenten season.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Church Renovations
Godrik Constructions will be completing plaster work and painting in the church to the end of February
and possibly a further week. As such week day masses will be held in the presbytery (unless advised)
and weekend masses will be in the hall at All Saints Parish Primary School commencing 12th February.

Dates to Remember
2nd March
- World Day of Prayer Service, All Saints Parish School, Friday 10.30am
26th March
- Mass of the Oils: St Patrick’s Cathedral Ballarat, Monday, 6.30pm
27th March
- Sacrament of Penance, All Saints Church, Tuesday 7.00pm
3rd April
- Anointing Mass, All Saints Church, Tuesday 11.00am
Briny Bunch Family Group
Weather permitting, the Briny Bunch family group will meet at the Bridgewater Cafe car park
at 1.30pm on Sunday Feb 25 for a walk along the beach and then afternoon tea.
Lenten Prayer Group
Anyone interested in joining a prayer group during Lent is welcome at 25 Lalor Street on Wednesdays
from 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm.
We will be using the 'Blessed + Broken' program. Any queries please contact Anne McIntyre on
55237167.
World Day of Prayer
This year All Saints’ is the host community for the World Day of Prayer.
Since 1887 on or near the first Friday in March every year, millions of Christians
have gathered throughout the world to pray for the issues of family violence, child
abuse, human trafficking, and other forms of injustices.
In 2018 that prayerful support will be directed to the people of the Republic of
Suriname on the north eastern coast of South America.
The World Day of Prayer Service will be held at All Saints Parish Primary Scholl, Fawthrop Street on
Friday 2nd March at 10.30am. The theme of the service is ‘All God’s Creation is Very Good!’.
Project Compassion - First Sunday Lent
Janaki is a young entrepreneur from Nepal, who has turned her life around.
Growing up in a world of poverty and disadvantage, coupled with a forced marriage
at the age of twelve, she was in a very vulnerable position. Even more so when her
husband died just two years into their marriage. With the help of a Caritas Australia
supported program she is now running her own successful sewing business and has
become an inspirational community leader.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and empower vulnerable young
people like Janaki in Nepal to build a just future for themselves, their families
and their communities.
A Just Future starts with your support! You can donate through Parish boxes
and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or
phoning 1800 024 413.

