Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 11th March
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
D. Kierce
Ministers: D. Kierce, M. Lambert
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
P. Howman
Reader:
J. Sandeman
Ministers: K. Arnott, J. Fitzgerald, K. Loftus
Gifts:
C. Boyadjian, volunteer
Welcome: B & M McGennisken
Next weekend: 18th March
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Kierce
Ministers: A. O’Brien, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
J. Sandeman
Reader:
P. Howman
Ministers: L. Goebel, D. Arnott, K. Howman
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome: M. King

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finance
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week :

$ 903.00
World Missions

Target $64,000
Total YTD 2017/18
Total YTD 2016/17

$ 43,101
$ 38,283

$ 503

Church Flowers:
Church Linen:

11/3 J. Hall

Church Cleaning:
11/03 M. Lambert, J. Burns
18/03 C. Legg, P. Laidlaw
Heywood:

11/03 Vicki

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: Vol. please
Flowers: AM Harvey
Mowing: G. Harvey

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support:

$ 765.20

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

11th March
2018
4th Sunday
Lent
Year B
Weekday Services

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
06/03 to 09/03

Tuesday:

5.00pm Mass

Wednesday:

5.00pm Mass

Thursday:

10.00am Mass

Friday:

10.00am Mass
6.00pm Evening Prayer

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Fay Rizzo
Anniversaries:
Joseph Nguyen, Peter Vu, Drew Rogers, Caitlin Neeson,
Peter Hare, Bonnie Edgcumbe,
Prayer Requests:
Paul Kierce, Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford, Les
Hildebrand, Claire Jesser, Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, John
Smith, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell,
Michelle Mutch
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy
11th March

HEYWOOD
Anne & helper
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 136
Let my tongue be silenced, if ever I forget you!

By the rivers of Babylon
there we sat and wept,
remembering Zion;
on the poplars that grew there
we hung our harps.
For it was there that they asked us,
our captors, for songs,
our oppressors, for joy.
‘Sing to us,’ they said,
‘one of Zion’s songs.’
O how could we sing
the song of the Lord
on alien soil?
If I forget you, Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither!
O let my tongue
cleave to my mouth
if I remember you not,
if I prize not Jerusalem
above all my joys!
Let my tongue be silenced, if ever I forget you!

Gospel Acclamation
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,
that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International

Gospel Connections -

John 3: 14 - 21

Jesus said to Nicodemus:
‘The Son of Man must be lifted up
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,
so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.
Yes, God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost
but may have eternal life.
For God sent his Son into the world
not to condemn the world,
but so that through him the world might be saved.
No one who believes in him will be condemned;
but whoever refuses to believe is condemned already,
because he has refused to believe in the name of God’s only Son.
On these grounds is sentence pronounced:
that though the light has come into the world men have shown they prefer
darkness to the light because their deeds were evil.
And indeed, everybody who does wrong hates the light and avoids it,
for fear his actions should be exposed;
but the man who lives by the truth comes out into the light,
so that it may be plainly seen that what he does is done in God.’.

Reflection - Veronica Lawson RSM
The gospel for today is the concluding section of Jesus’ conversation with a Pharisee called Nicodemus,
who comes to him “by night”. It features a number of typically Johannine themes: life, eternal life,
believing, seeing, God’s love, salvation, judgment, light, darkness, the world, truth. John loves to play on
words.
Without losing sight of the material reality underlying each image, we need to keep asking: how is this
word or expression to be understood in this particular context? In John’s gospel, the characters often
misunderstand and this gives Jesus the opportunity to lead his hearers to a deeper or different
understanding of his words. As 21st century readers, we operate out of a symbol system that belongs in
a different time and a different place, hence the need to explore the traditions informing the stories. The
first two verses of today’s reading evoke the ancient Israelite tradition of the bronze serpent (Numbers
21:5-9). According to the story, the Israelites are unhappy with their lot in the desert. They complain
about the food or lack thereof. They blame both God and Moses. Their situation worsens with the
outbreak of a plague of poisonous snakes whose bite has killed a considerable number of them. The
people interpret the plague as punishment for their sin of speaking against God. They ask Moses to
intercede with God. God instructs Moses to make an image of a fiery serpent and set it on a pole:
anyone affected by snakebite has only to look upon the image to find life and healing. And so it
happens: the bronze serpent is lifted up and those who “see” or “look upon it” find life.
Life and death, seeing and believing in God’s love and mercy are at the heart of the story of the bronze
serpent. The gospel writer taps into the collective memory of the emerging Christian community: just as
the serpent was lifted up and the people found life, so will Jesus be lifted up and those who believe in
him will find life. In John’s gospel, seeing is often equated with believing and believing leads to “life”.
The bottom line is God’s saving love for “the world”, for the whole Earth community. Most of the themes
in this passage have already been introduced in the prologue to the gospel. Here for the first time in the
gospel, God’s saving activity is expressed in terms of “love”. God’s love is explicitly related to the gift of
Jesus, God’s Son, for the salvation of the world. Salvation resides in acceptance of Jesus, judgment in
the refusal to accept Jesus as the revelation of God. Later in this gospel (12:33), Jesus will again
reference the bronze serpent story in an expansive embrace of all creation: “And I, when I am lifted up
from the earth, will draw all to myself.”

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.

We would like to welcome Fr Bill Melican who is relieving for Fr Greg
this weekend.
Dates to Remember
Monday, 26th March
Tuesday, 27th March
Tuesday, 3rd April

- Mass of the Oils: St Patrick’s Cathedral Ballarat, 6.30pm
- Sacrament of Penance, All Saints Church, 7.00pm
- Anointing Mass, All Saints Church, 11.00am

Easter Mass Times
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday

29/3
30/3
31/3
31/3
01/4

7.00pm
3.00pm
8.00pm
9.00am
10.30am

Lord's Supper
Passion of the Lord
Easter Vigil
Easter Day Mass
Easter Day Mass

All Saints Portland
All Saints Portland
All Saints Portland
St Gregory’s Heywood
All Saints Portland

Easter Mass Ministries
We are asking for volunteers to assist in the running of masses from Holy Thursday to Easter Sunday.
If you are able to assist please put your name down on the sheets at the front of the church. Thank you
for your assistance.
Southern Stars Family Group
The Southern Stars Family Group will meet at 2pm on the foreshore adjacent to the Trawler Wharf,
Skate Park and children's play area on 25th March (Palm Sunday) for a mystery walk around town.
Please BYO everything and something to share for afternoon tea. New members welcome. Any queries
to J.Lindscaux 0484 740 460.
St Patrick’s Day Lunch
St Patrick’s Day is being celebrated with a counter meal on Saturday 17th March at the Gordon Hotel,
12.00pm. All interested in attending can you please indicate your attendance by putting you name on
the list at the front of the church for catering purposes.
Enquiries please contact Marg Herbertson 0447 617 467
Planned Giving
Statements for the period 1/7/17 to 04/3/18 have been printed and are available for collection from the
front of the church. Please collect your envelope or contact the office if you would prefer us to email to
you. Many thanks, Antonella
Project Compassion - Fourth Sunday Lent
Evangeline featured in Project Compassion 2016. With the support of Caritas Australia, she has risen
to the role of Senior Artsworker at Djilpin Arts Aboriginal Corporation, now a multi-level contemporary
arts centre and major employer for young people in her remote Northern Territory community.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help provide employment and training for
First Australians, allowing them to remain on country and keep their culture alive, essential
for a just future.
A Just Future starts with your support! You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by
visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.

