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11/03/2018 

4th Sunday of Lent. 
First Reading 2 Chr 36:14-16. 19-23 The wrath and the mercy of the Lord are revealed in the exile and liberation of his people. All the heads of the priesthood, and the people too, added infidelity to infidelity, copying all the shameful practices of the nations and defiling the Temple that the Lord had consecrated for himself in Jerusalem. The Lord, the God of their ancestors, tirelessly sent them messenger after messenger, since he wished to spare his people and his house. But they ridiculed the messengers of God, they despised his words, they laughed at his prophets, until at last the wrath of the Lord rose so high against his people that there was no further remedy. Their enemies burned down the Temple of God, demolished the walls of Jerusalem, set fire to all its palaces, and destroyed everything of value in it. The survivors were deported by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon; they were to serve him and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power. This is how the word of the Lord was fulfilled that he spoke: through Jeremiah, ‘Until this land has enjoyed its Sabbath rest, until seventy years have gone by, it will keep Sabbath throughout the days of its desolation.’ And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfil the word of the Lord that was spoken through Jeremiah, the Lord roused the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to issue a proclamation and to have it publicly displayed throughout his kingdom: ‘Thus speaks Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth; he has ordered me to build him a Temple in Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all his people, may his God be with him! Let him go up.”’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 136. R. v.6 (R.) Let my tongue be silenced, if ever I forget you! 

1. By the rivers of Babylon there we sat and wept, remembering Zion; on the poplars that grew there we hung our harps. (R.) 

2. For it was there that they asked us, our captors, for songs, our oppressors, for joy. ‘Sing to us,’ they said, ‘one of Zion’s songs.’ (R.)

 3. O how could we sing the song of the Lord on alien soil? If I forget you, Jerusalem, let my right hand wither! (R.) 

4. O let my tongue cleave to my mouth if I remember you not, if I prize not Jerusalem above all my joys! (R.) 

Second Reading Eph 2:4-10 When we were dead through sins, he brought us to life. God loved us with so much love that he was generous with his mercy: when we were dead through our sins, he brought us to life with Christ - it is through grace that you have been saved - and raised us up with him and gave us a place with him in heaven, in Christ Jesus. This was to show for all ages to come, through his goodness towards us in Christ Jesus, how infinitely rich he is in grace. Because it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith; not by anything of your own, but by a gift from God; not by anything that you have done, so that nobody can claim the credit. We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the good life as from the beginning he had meant us to live it. 

Gospel Acclamation Jn 3:16 Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, that all who believe in him might have eternal life. Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel Jn 3:14-21 God sent his Son into the world that we might be saved through him. Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost but may have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the world not to condemn the world, but so that through him the world might be saved. No one who believes in him will be condemned; but whoever refuses to believe is condemned already, because he has refused to believe in the name of God’s only Son. On these grounds is sentence pronounced: that though the light has come into the world men have shown they prefer darkness to the light because their deeds were evil. And indeed, everybody who does wrong hates the light and avoids it, for fear his actions should be exposed; but the man who lives by the truth comes out into the light, so that it may be plainly seen that what he does is done in God.’
Days of Fasting and Reparation: Lent 2018 The Australian Catholic Bishops have proclaimed the days from Ash Wednesday until the following Saturday (February 14-17) as Days of Fasting and Reparation in sorrow for child sexual abuse and the healing of victims. Resources can be accessed at: "ACBC Fasting and Reparation" 
PROJECT COMPASSION:
Evangeline in the Northern Territory, featured in Project Compassion 2016. She was employed by the Caritas Australia supported Djilpin Arts and quickly rose to the role of Senior Arts Worker. Her career has flourished, her work at Djilpin Arts contributes to its success, whilst providing training and other opportunities for young people in the community.
WELCOME.
Parish of Cororooke.
P O Box 27, Cororooke 3254.

Phone: 5233 1282.
Email: cororooke@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Parish Sec: Trish Hickey 52314667/0428031340
Moderator: Liz McGuane 52331222    0427041072
Visiting Priest: -
School Principal:   Anne Ruddell.  52331464.

St Brendan’s:  9.30am Sunday. 

 St Joseph’s:     10.30am Sunday. 

ST. BRENDAN’S:  Sunday March 18th@9:30 
Commentator:      M. Allan
Reader:                C. Grist
Musician:               
Communion:       D. McCarthy 
Lay Leader:  
      M & A McCarthy.
Procession of Gifts:    
ST.JOSEPH’S  Sunday March 18th@10.30am.

Family:    
Manson/Everett
Communion:  R. Manson
Lay Leaders:  J & H McCormick.
                                                                                                                            ALTAR & SACRISTY DUTIES: (No flowers).                                                                  
St.Joseph’s:   

                                                                    

March: Whytcross/Carmody. 
April: Hickman 
St.Brendan’s;                                                                                     
18th-25th Mar: B. Newcombe/J.Robb.

1/8th April: A. McCarthy/D.Howard.

 

COUNTERS;   
11 Mar:    L Darcy
25th Mar:  J. Miller 
RECENT DEATHS:  Laura Bocker.
ANNIVERSARIES: 
Marita Barrow, Terrance Willoughby, Ross Cuolahan, Sr Florrie Ryan, Anne Melville, Jack Malone, Sr Kathleen Martin. 
SICK:  Fr. Brian Russell, Loretta Kervin
Nathan De Lorenzo, Peter Stewart, Helen Hunt, 
Courtney McLennan, Mitchell Johnstone, 
Maddi Allardyce.
Dates to Remember:
26th March:  Mass of the Oils @ Ballarat Cathedral, 6:30 pm.  A volunteer is needed, to represent our parish at the Mass. Please contact Liz McGuane for details.
EASTER CELEBRATIONS with Fr Kevin Arundell.

Holy Thursday:    7pm St Brendan’s.
Good Friday:       2.30pm St Brendan’s.
Easter Vigil:        Sat 7pm St Brendan’s.
Easter Sunday:   St Joseph’s 10.30am.
Liturgy Preparation for Easter.

· St Brendan’s School Hall, Monday 12th March @ 7pm.  All welcome.
· Communal Celebration of Reconciliation immediately following Lay Led. 18th March, 2017 at St Brendan’s and St Joseph’s.
· Annointing Mass 25th March, 2018.
LENTEN LITURGIES.
Wednesday afternoons, on the following dates, Mar 14th, 21 @ 2:45pm. School Liturgies will be held and led, by the children of St Brendan’s, in the church.  All welcome.

Trinity College Open Day.  Year 6 students and their families are invited to attend Trinity College Open Day on Sunday, 25th March at 119 Hart Street, Colac. 
In the Footsteps of Mary MacKillop
2018 National Pilgrimage
Commence in Melbourne 23 October, travel through Victoria & South Australia, conclude in Sydney 3 November 2018.
COST EX MELBOURNE:  $3,230.00 (all inclusive: airfares, accommodation, coach travel, admission fees and meals).

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  $700.00

Coles Vouchers: Please collect these for St Brendan’s, you can drop in the box at Coles or drop at the school.
· Congratulations to Matt Mulheron on his 18th birthday.

