Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 18th March
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Kierce
Ministers: A. O’Brien, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
J. Sandeman
Reader:
P. Howman
Ministers: L. Goebel, D. Arnott, K. Howman
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome: M. King
Next weekend: 25th March
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
P. O’Brien
Ministers: M. Lambert, A. Burns
Gifts:
K. Carr, volunteer
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Loftus
Reader:
K. Howman
Ministers: A. Loving, I. Eichler, P. Howman
Gifts:
L & D Goebel
Welcome: A & M Francis

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Planned Giving for Parish Account
$ 1,187.00
World Missions

Target $64,000
Total YTD 2017/18
Total YTD 2016/17

$ 44,263
$ 38,834

$ 503

Church Flowers:
Church Linen:

11/3 J. Hall, 25/3 B. Teal

Church Cleaning:
18/03 C. Legg, P. Laidlaw
25/03 J. Simpson, T. Gracias
Heywood:

11/03 Vicki, 25/3 vol.pls

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: Vol. please
Flowers: AM Harvey
Mowing: G. Harvey

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support:

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

18th March
2018
5th Sunday
Lent
Year B

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

Weekday Services

13/03 to 16/03

Tuesday:

5.00pm

Mass

Wednesday:

10.00am

Mass **BUPA**

Thursday:

NO MASS

Friday:

10.00am
6.00pm

Mass
Evening Prayer

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Emmett Doggett, Roger Graham

Our Finance

Given last week :

All Saints’ Parish

$ 686.80

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Anniversaries:
Joy Jennings, Marie Kearney, Stanley Toleman,
Christopher Mugavin, Neil Walsh, Ray Mizzi
Prayer Requests:
Paul Kierce, Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford, Les
Hildebrand, Claire Jesser, Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, John
Smith, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell,
Michelle Mutch
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy

HEYWOOD
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 50
Create a clean heart in me, O God.
Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt.
and cleanse me from my sin.
A pure heart create for me, O God,
put a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit.
Give me again the joy of your help;
with a spirit of fervour sustain me,
that I may teach transgressors your ways
and sinners may return to you.
Create a clean heart in me, O God.

Gospel Acclamation
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord;
and where I am, my servant will also be.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

John 12: 20 - 33

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
These approached Philip, who came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put
this request to him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell
Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. Jesus replied
to them:
‘Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
I tell you most solemnly,
unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies,
it remains only a single grain; but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest.
Anyone who loves his life loses it;
anyone who hates his life in this world
will keep it for the eternal life.
If a man serves me, he must follow me,
wherever I am, my servant will be there too.
If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him.
Now my soul is troubled.
What shall I say:
Father, save me from this hour?
But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour.
Father, glorify your name!’
A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’
People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel speaking
to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this voice came, but for yours.
‘Now sentence is being passed on this world; now the prince of this world is to be overthrown.
And when I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all men to myself.’
By these words he indicated the kind of death he would die.

Reflection - A Seed Sprung to Harvest
Using the image of the seed and its harvest, Jesus then reminds his disciples that the glory promised in
these last days will only be achieved through the hour of death and resurrection. There is no sidestepping the cross, even though Jesus is distressed as it approaches. The parable of the seed dying
and its rich harvest reminds me of our own Foundress, Nano Nagle, who died leaving only three sisters
in the congregation, but said to this small group, ‘Be assured my sisters, it will surely flourish.’
It amazes me sometimes that people have few qualms about taking great risks in life about many things
– the risk in buying a new house, of investing in the stock-market, of committing oneself to this person.
In these matters risks are taken with a hope that in the future these risks will be justified by the rewards
they bring. Yet sometimes the risk of faith is seen as too much. It seems to me that taking risks is just
part of being human when we cannot see into the future. When we plant seeds we cannot see in the
seed the oak that will shade others one hundred years later, but we still plant the seed, for its future
promise.
Jesus is prepared to risk, to plant the seed of his own life in the ground of his relationship with God. And
yes, this is a costly risk and his soul is troubled. But he has faith to speak of the bountiful harvest that
will result.
God of the bountiful harvest, grant us the courage to risk placing our lives in your hands.
The letter to the Hebrews resonates with the gospel image of Jesus’ anguish as he faces the
consequences of his preaching and actions. Jesus does not want to die but in fidelity to the God he
knows and his mission he is willing to pay even this price. In this he reminds me of other women and
men who, knowing the consequences of their actions, continue resolutely in the path of justice and what
Christians call the values of God’s reign. I think of Oscar Romero, of Aung San Suu Kyi, of Mahatma
Ghandi, Benazir Bhutto. We may never be called up to face such dire consequences, but in the dailyness of our own life commitments to people and to work there is a very real discipline. Perhaps this
week we might take note of the times when being faithful to our relationships, to work, to colleagues is
not easy and calls for generosity and self-giving.
- by Mary Coloe PBVM

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Dates to Remember
Monday, 26th March
- Mass of the Oils: St Patrick’s Cathedral Ballarat, 6.30pm
Tuesday, 27th March
- Sacrament of Penance, All Saints Church, 7.00pm
Tuesday, 3rd April
- Anointing Mass, All Saints Church, 11.00am
Easter Mass Times
Thursday 29/3
7.00pm
Lord's Supper
All Saints Portland
Friday
30/3
3.00pm
Passion of the Lord
All Saints Portland
Saturday 31/3
8.00pm
Easter Vigil
All Saints Portland
Sunday
31/3
9.00am
Easter Day Mass
St Gregory’s Heywood
Sunday
01/4
10.30am
Easter Day Mass
All Saints Portland
Supper in the Presbytery after Easter Vigil Mass
Please bring a plate to share for supper after the Vigil Mass on the 31st to celebrate the Easter
Sacraments for RCIA.
Easter Mass Ministries
We are asking for volunteers to assist in the running of masses from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. If
you are able to assist please put your name down on the sheets at the front of the church. Thank you
for your assistance.
Southern Stars Family Group
We will meet at the foreshore adjacent to the Trawler Wharf, skate Park and children's
playground area at 2pm on 25th March (Palm Sunday) for mystery town walk. Please bring food, drink
for afternoon tea to share. May need chairs also. Queries to Jenni 0484740460. Hope to see you there
to test your sleuthing skills!
All Saints Blair Street Unit
A unit is becoming available for rental to a suitable applicant.
An asset test will be applied, please contact Dept. of Housing,
Richmond St to complete an application form if you or a family
member are interested.
Contact Marg for any information 0447 617 467
WYD 2019 Pilgrimage to Panama – call for pilgrims!
Are you interested in being part of the Ballarat Diocese World Youth
Day Pilgrimage (18-35 yo) to Panama in January 2019?
Please send an email expressing your interest
to youth@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Up to date Pilgrimage information is on the diocesan website www.ballarat.catholic.org.au.

Project Compassion - Fifth Sunday Lent
Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help young
women like Ditosa to grow up with an education, confidence
and hope, providing them with a just future.
A Just Future starts with your support! You can donate
through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.

This group played at the Port Fairy Folk Festival
Masses and are coming to perform in Portland
as a fundraiser for our church.

