Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 25th March
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
P. O’Brien
Ministers: M. Lambert, A. Burns
Gifts:
K. Carr, volunteer
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Loftus
Reader:
K. Howman
Ministers: A. Loving, I. Eichler, P. Howman
Gifts:
L & D Goebel
Welcome: A & M Francis
Next weekend: 8th April
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
M. Schultz
Ministers: D. Kierce, A. O’Brien
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D.Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
K. Loftus
Ministers: J. Sandeman, F. Arnott, J. Fitzgerald
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome: B & M McGennisken

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week :

$ 879.00

Total YTD 2017/18
Total YTD 2016/17

$ 45,142
$ 40,275

$ 503

Easter - Julie Crimmins

25/3 B. Teal,

Church Cleaning:
25/03 J. Simpson, T. Gracias
01/04 A. McIntyre, G. Lewis
Heywood:

25/3 vol.pls

Dartmoor:

Cleaning: Vol. please
Flowers: AM Harvey
Mowing: G. Harvey

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

25th March
2018
Passion (Palm)
Sunday
Year B

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

Weekday Services

26/03 to 30/03

Tuesday:

7.00pm

Sacrament of Penance

Wednesday:

5.00pm

Mass

Thursday:

7.00pm

Mass - Lord’s Supper

Friday:

3.00pm

Lord’s Passion

Saturday:

8.00pm

Easter Vigil Mass

10.30am

Easter Day Mass

Sunday:

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Our Finance

World Missions

Church Linen:

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor

Recent Deaths:

Target $64,000

Church Flowers:

All Saints’ Parish

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support:

$ 720.60

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Anniversaries:
Cheryl Leonard, Fr Paul Gardiner, John Arundell, Dan
McCabe, Josie Kelly, Bessie Maloney, Michael Mugavin,
Nancy Walsh,
Prayer Requests:
Paul Kierce, Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford, Les
Hildebrand, Claire Jesser, Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, John
Smith, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell,
Michelle Mutch
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy
8th April

HEYWOOD
Kate & Jamin
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am

DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 21
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
All who see me deride me.
They curl their lips, they toss their heads.
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;
let him release him if this is his friend.’
Many dogs have surrounded me,
a band of the wicked beset me.
They tear holes in my hands and my feet.
I can count every one of my bones.
They divide my clothing among them.
They cast lots for my robe.
O Lord, do not leave me alone,
my strength, make haste to help me!
I will tell of your name to my brethren
and praise you where they are assembled.
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise;
all sons of Jacob, give him glory.
Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ .
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

Gospel Acclamation
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
Christ became obedient for us even to death
dying on the cross.
Therefore God raised him on high
and gave him a name above all other names.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020
Much of the information relating to Plenary Council 2020 is available on the website at
plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au, and especially in the FAQ section. It is not a common occurrence – the last one in
Australia having taken place more than 80 years ago – so many people will have lots of questions.
This document seeks to help those who are asked questions about the Plenary Council that aren’t addressed in
the FAQs. Other questions that you believe should be added can be forwarded to Lana Turvey-Collins, Plenary
Council facilitator (plenary.council@catholic.org.au), or Gavin Abraham, media and communications director at
the ACBC (media@catholic.org.au).
Is anything going to change?
The choice of a Plenary Council – rather than a Synod or assembly – is a demonstration of the bishops’
commitment to considering how the Church in Australia can continue to serve the faithful. It has legislative and
governance authority and decisions that are made in 2020 and 2021 will likely become part of the Code of Canon
Law in Australia. That would be a very significant development and wouldn’t be possible under another structure.
Can I talk about anything that’s of interest to me?
With dialogue sessions expected to take place in family homes, in staff rooms, in parish halls, schools and large
diocesan gatherings, there will be the opportunity to, as Pope Francis said, “speak boldly and with passion”. It is a
chance to say the things that are in your heart and on your mind.
The Plenary Council agenda is deliberately not being set at the start of the process. Instead, the outcomes of the
dialogue sessions will inform the preparation of the agenda for the first session of the Plenary Council in 2020.
This looks like another talkfest for bishops and clergy. What’s the point of that? Why aren’t more lay
people allowed to participate?
The Catholic Church in Australia – and possibly anywhere in the world – has never held a process that will be as
open and as collaborative as this Plenary Council. Such gatherings are not held often and they don’t look at
something as broad as “the future of the Catholic Church”.
In order to bring about significant change, a Plenary Council is the best way forward. This process has enormous
potential and the participation of all Catholics – lay, religious and ordained – is the key to it achieving that
potential. Every person in Australia who wishes to participate in this Plenary Council process will be able to. We
encourage everyone to take that opportunity to have their say on the future of the Church in Australia.
This is just a response to the Royal Commission
The genesis of this Plenary Council goes back more than a decade, long before the Royal Commission was
established. A gathering of this kind was going to happen at some stage, Royal Commission or not. But the Royal
Commission and the crimes and sins it exposed is an unescapable part of the Catholic Church’s story in Australia
and many people will be desperate to see renewal that continues to make the Church safer for young people and
vulnerable adults.
Why are you waiting until 2020 to make decisions? Changes recommended by the Royal Commission
have to happen now.
The Plenary Council process, because it is so collaborative and so reliant on listening and dialogue within the
whole Catholic community, has to take a long time to unfold.
Looking specifically at the Royal Commission, the Church has already implemented many of the
recommendations and highly qualified lay people are among those advising the bishops and other Church leaders
on other recommendations that should be followed. That work will continue with urgency; it won’t be held off until
2020.
Did the Pope want to investigate the Catholic Church in Australia because of the Royal Commission?
This council was proposed long before the Royal Commission, it was the idea of Australian bishops, it was
backed by the Australian bishops and is being run by Australian Catholics. Because of the significant powers of a
Plenary Council, the Pope had to give us the all clear. But he has no control over it, he can’t set the agenda and,
indeed, if he were to decide to come to Plenary Council, he wouldn’t be able to participate.
Why did it take the Pope so long to approve the Council?
For a couple of reasons. The first was that there have been so few Plenary Councils in recent decades in the
Catholic Church around the world, so there was some uncertainty about how the process would work.
The Vatican also wanted to see an agenda for the Plenary Council to assess what topics would be addressed. But
the bottom-up process that has been adopted, which will be its great success, meant that an agenda couldn’t be
prepared until after the listening and dialogue sessions.

It seems like it’s too hard to participate.
We are trying to make the Plenary Council the most inclusive and collaborative process ever undertaken by the
Catholic Church in Australia. By the time of the launch at Pentecost this year, there will be material on the Plenary
Council website that will allow people to take part in Plenary Council – in their own home or in a parish setting.
Materials will be accessible for people with disability, people from linguistically and culturally diverse group –
anyone who is ready to engage. Anyone who is finding it difficult to participate should contact us via the website
or email and we’ll do all we can to help them tell us what’s on their mind and in their heart.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Dates to Remember
Monday, 26th March
- Mass of the Oils: St Patrick’s Cathedral Ballarat, 6.30pm
Tuesday, 27th March
- Sacrament of Penance, All Saints Church, 7.00pm
Tuesday, 3rd April
- Anointing Mass, All Saints Church, 11.00am
Thurs/Fri, 26/27 April
- Visit to All Saints Parish Redemptorist’s Mission Team
Easter Mass Times
Thursday 29/3
7.00pm
Lord's Supper
All Saints Portland
Friday
30/3
3.00pm
Passion of the Lord
All Saints Portland
Saturday 31/3
8.00pm
Easter Vigil
All Saints Portland
Sunday
01/4
9.00am
Easter Day Mass
St Gregory’s Heywood
Sunday
01/4
10.30am
Easter Day Mass
All Saints Portland
Supper in the Presbytery after Easter Vigil Mass
Please bring a plate to share for supper after the Vigil Mass on the 31st to celebrate the Easter
Sacraments for RCIA.
Anointing Mass
Anointing Mass will be celebrated on Tuesday 3rd April, 11am. Please bring a small plate of
sandwiches, slices or biscuits to share. Everyone most welcome.
Holy Land Appeal
The annual collection for the support of the church in the Holy
Land takes place on Good Friday. This collection promotes
the missionary work of the Church in the Holy Land by provid- This group played at the Port Fairy Folk Festival
ing welfare assistance to Local Christians in areas such as Masses and are coming to perform in Portland
health, education, employment and housing. Last year Aus- as a fundraiser for our church.
tralian Catholics donated $1.35million to this cause. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
Vicar General Appointment
Dear Friends,
In January I noted that Fr Justin Driscoll would soon be coming to the end of his
five-year term as vicar general and I invited suggestions as to who might be
suitable candidates for this role for the years ahead.
I am pleased to announce that the new vicar general will be Fr Kevin Maloney
and that he will begin in this role on Monday April 2.
I am most grateful to Fr Justin for the wonderful service he has given as vicar
general over the past five years and for his readiness to continue till a new person
could take up this responsibility.
I am also most grateful to Fr Kevin for accepting the appointment in addition to
his duties as parish priest of Redan and Sebastopol. We have arranged to reduce
his workload in those parishes to some extent by providing support for the parish
coordinators to take up some additional tasks.
As I thank Fr Justin for his service and welcome Fr Kevin as the new vicar general,
I pray for blessings on you all in all the services you provide throughout our
diocese.
God bless you all.
Bishop Paul Bird CSsR

