Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 29th April
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
D. Kierce
Ministers: F. Mizzi, M. Lambert
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
P. Howman
Reader:
P. Couttie
Ministers: K. Howman, I. Eichler, J. Fitzgerald
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome: A & M Francis
Next weekend: 6th May
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
A. Francis
Ministers: D. Kierce, A. Burns
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
J. Sandeman
Reader:
P. Kierce
Ministers: P. Howman, J. Sandeman, F. Arnott
Gifts:
D & L Goebel
Welcome: B & M McGennisken

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finance
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week :

$ 929.00
World Missions

Target $64,000

Church Flowers:

Church Linen:

Kath McNamara
Maureen Schultz - May

“The Spire“

Total YTD 2017/18
Total YTD 2016/17

$ 53,040
$ 48,254

$ 503

22/4 P. Bailey

Church Cleaning:
29/04 B & M McGennisken
06/05 M. Kempton, M. Antony

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your
First Communion, at times of great celebration and at
times of great sadness.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure that the
mission and pastoral outreach that has been important
to you will continue both for today’s needs and for
those of our children, our grandchildren and beyond.
If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support:

$ 658.20

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
117 Bentinck Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

29th April
2018
5th Sunday
Easter
Year B
Weekday Services

Phone: 5523 1046 Fax: 5521 7612
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
Priest: Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, Adm.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm

01/05 to 04/05

Tuesday:

5.00pm Mass

Wednesday:

5.00pm Mass

Thursday:

NO MASS

Friday:

9.30am Adoration
10.00am Mass
6.00pm Night Prayer

All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 21

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Elizabeth Kearney, Valerie Dooley, Sisters Dominic Foley
RSJ and Paul Fleming SJG
Anniversaries:
Stan Gliszczynski, Allan Carman, John Cassie, Dawn
McIntyre, Evelyn Ness, Kevin Kelly, Myra Proudfoot,
Mary Jean Murphy
Prayer Requests:
Paul Kierce, Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford, Les
Hildebrand, Claire Jesser, Sr. Margaret Keane sjs, John
Smith, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell,
Michelle Mutch
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy

I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your
people.
My vows I will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.
May their hearts live for ever and ever!
All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord,
all families of the nations worship before him.
They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust.
And my soul shall live for him, my children serve
him.
They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to
come,
declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn:
‘These things the Lord has done.’
I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your
people.

May 13th

HEYWOOD
Julie & Gabrielle
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
2nd & 4th Sundays 8.45am Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, allelulia, alleluia!
Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord;
my branches bear much fruit.
Alleluia, allelulia, alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections -

John 15: 1 - 8

Jesus said to his disciples:
‘I am the true vine,
and my Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in me that bears no fruit
he cuts away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes
to make it bear even more.
You are pruned already,
by means of the word that I have spoken to you.
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.
As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,
but must remain part of the vine,
neither can you unless you remain in me.
I am the vine,
you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, with me in him,
bears fruit in plenty;
for cut off from me you can do nothing.
Anyone who does not remain in me
is like a branch that has been thrown away
– he withers;
these branches are collected and thrown on the fire,
and they are burnt.
If you remain in me
and my words remain in you,
you may ask what you will
and you shall get it.
It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit,
and then you will be my disciples.’

Reflection - Veronica Lawson rsm
Again and again, life's experiences teach us that, as members of the Earth community, we cannot make it on our
own. We need one another, other living beings, the sun, the soil, the water and everything else that formed from
exploding stars in the distant past. The gospel reading reminds us that as baptised Christians we are not just
intimately interlinked but that the source of our unity is the Risen Christ. As limbs and leaves and sap of the same
vine, we simply cannot survive in isolation.
The vine image picks up one of the most potent biblical images for God's relationship to the people of Israel. It is
an image of life and growth, of colour and vibrancy. It holds the promise of a life-sustaining grape harvest that is
ultimately transformed into wine, the biblical symbol for joy. God brought Israel “the vine” out of Egypt (Psalm
80:9). For the prophet Isaiah, Israel is also a vineyard planted and nurtured by God (5:1-7; 27:3). For Jeremiah,
Israel is the choice vine “of fully tested stock” planted by God (2:21).

The Johannine Jesus makes the claim: “I am the true vine/vineyard” and God is the “vinegrower”. He goes further:
“I am the vine/vineyard and you are the branches”. The potency of this image resides in the fact that a vine
without branches is inconceivable. It draws us into the mystery of the mutual interchange of life between us and
the risen Christ, into the mystery of God. It also invites us to acknowledge our interconnection with the whole of
the Earth community, to nurture the wonderful biodiversity of our planet, and to accept the inevitability of “pruning”
if we are to “bear fruit” and “become disciples”.
“Pruning” can take various forms. A chance encounter, a sudden inspiration, a word from a friend, an unexpected
illness, a confronting story: any such experience can bring us to our senses and serve as a “pruning” device. The
first reading for today recounts the story of Saul of Tarsus who is “pruned” quite dramatically through his
encounter with the Risen Christ on the road to Damascus. He is transformed from persecutor to defender of Christ
and Christ’s followers. Saul becomes a disciple and “bears much fruit”. The Greek-speaking Christian Jews are
suspicious, even murderous, when he tries to preach the gospel among them. Peace ensues, however, and the
movement takes hold in the regions where Jesus had first preached the gospel. It is worth reflecting on the
cultural diversity that characterised earliest Christianity and the tensions that had to be resolved between different
language groups or groups of different ethnic origin for the gospel to flourish and bear fruit. John’s gospel is
written against the backdrop of such “pruning” within the early communities. Sometimes the requisite “pruning”
is hearing respectfully a point of view that differs from one’s own.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 55 211587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Dates to Remember
Saturday 5th May
- Liminality Concert, All Saints Church 11am
Southern Stars Family Group
This months Southern Stars Family Group Activity will be held on April 29th at Bridgewater Lakes
at 2pm for a walk and "picnic afternoon tea".
In the event of inclement weather, we will opt for afternoon tea and games in the Lewis garage at 5
Poland Street. Anyone needing a ride please phone Gabrielle on 0408 590 594.
Men’s Breakfast
The Portland Uniting Church is hosting its next Men’s Breakfast on Saturday 5th May at 8 am, in the
Uniting Church hall – enter from the Aldi carpark. The cost is $5.00 per person for catering.
The format includes a hearty cooked breakfast, fellowship opportunity, devotion, and a guest
presenter. We aim to conclude by 10 am.
Anybody who is interested is welcome to attend, however we will appreciate a call to either Ken on
0429 938 168 or Owen on 5529 5314 to indicate attendance, so that we are able to cater adequately.
Thank you
Mass Count starts on weekend 12-13 May
The Annual Diocesan Mass Count will take place over 4 weekends in May/June. It will start on 12-13
May (Week 2 of May) with the Count being done on Weeks 2, 3 and 4 of May and then Week 1 of
June.
BBI-ACBC eConference
The 14th National BBI-ACBC eConference will be held on August 8, 2018 from 10.00am – 2.05pm
“Synodality in Practice: Listening to the Spirit and Leading Change”.
This 14th National eConference will focus on engaging communities around Australia in a landmark
discussion around the future vision and direction for the Catholic Church in the country.
This discussion is timed to coincide with the 2020 Plenary Council - the first such synod for the
Australian Church in 80 years.
This group played at the Port Fairy Folk
Speakers at this year's eConference will focus on models of Festival Masses and are coming to perform
leadership in the contemporary Church, draw fresh insights from
Pope Francis' vision of synodality and examine how the upcoming in Portland as a fundraiser for our church.
Plenary Council may help promote a more inclusive, dialogical
Church.
Date: Wednesday 8 August
Time: From 10:00am (EST) onwards
Registration: Free but registration is mandatory (Registration will
be available shortly.)
Speakers
Archbishop Mark Coleridge,
Topic: Leaders that Listen: Synodality in Practice.
Mrs Lana Turvey-Collins, Plenary Council Facilitator
Topic: Synodality in Practice-Preparing for the Australian Plenary
Council.
Professor Massimo Faggioli
Topic: Structures of Synodality: Insights from Pope Francis.
Professor Richard Lennan
Topic: Changes and the Church Traditions.
Dr Gemma Cruz,
Topic: Synodality, Community and the Margins.

