Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 23rd December
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
M. Schultz
Ministers: D. Kierce, M. Lambert
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
J. Howman
Ministers: A. McIntyre, B & M McGennisken
Gifts:
C. Boyadjian
Welcome: L. Goebel
Next weekend: 30th December
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Couttie
Ministers: F. Mizzi, A. O’Brien
Gifts:
K. Carr
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
A. McIntyre
Reader:
M. Picard
Ministers: M. Howman, T. McCallum, F. Arnott
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome: A & M Francis

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 902.00
World Missions

Church Linen:

16/12 A. McIntyre

Church Cleaning:
23/12 The Arnott Family
30/12 M. Lambert, J. Burns

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your
First Communion, at times of great celebration and at
times of great sadness.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure that the
mission and pastoral outreach that has been important
to you will continue both for today’s needs and for
those of our children, our grandchildren and beyond.
If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Total YTD 2018/19
Total YTD 2017/18

$ 31,332
$ 32,603

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
14 Henty Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

23rd December
2018
4th Sunday
Advent
Year C

Phone: 5523 1046
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

Weekday Services

24/12 to 28/12

Monday:

7.30pm
8.00pm

Christmas Carols
Christmas Eve Mass

Tuesday:

9.30am

Christmas Day Mass

Wednesday:

No Mass

Thursday:

10.00am
1.00pm

Friday:

9.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

Mass
Heywood Hostel Service
Adoration Morn. Prayer
Mass
Evening Prayer

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Our Finance

Target $64,000

Church Flowers: Julie Crimmins

“The Spire“

$ 503

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Recent Deaths:
Patrick Pye
Anniversaries:
Inala Bell, Hilda Habel, Gertie Brown, Lee Crow, Jim
Tobin, Karen Graham, Sr Mary O’Neil, Bishop Joe Grech,
Salt Ramona, Frank Lodge, Allan Smith, Gerald Mugavin,
Edmund Canavan, Jack Foletti, Dap Kennedy, Winnie
McDonald, Patrick Bourke, Denise Kirwan, Brendan
Payne, Elsie Rose, John Kennedy
Prayer Requests:
Margaret Couttie, Patricia Bailey, Noela Clifford, Les
Hildebrand, Claire Jesser, John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke,
Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell, Michelle Mutch,
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.

Presbytery Account
Priest support:

$ 526.55

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.30 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy
23rd December
Anne & Mary

HEYWOOD
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
4th Sunday 5.00pm Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory

Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 79
Lord, make us turn to you;
let us see your face and we shall be saved.
O Shepherd of Israel, hear us,
shine forth from your cherubim throne.
O Lord, rouse up your might,
O Lord, come to our help.
God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted.
May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
the man you have given your strength.
And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name.
Lord, make us turn to you;
let us see your face and we shall be saved.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, allelulia, alleluia!
I am the servant of the Lord:
may his will for me be done.
Alleluia, allelulia, alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - Luke 1: 39 - 45
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill
country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted
Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child
leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave
a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit
from the mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my
ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who
believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’

Reflection - Dianne Bergant

CCS

There is always excitement at this time of the year. It is as if everything is filled with promise. Animosities
are set aside; estrangement dissolves into reconciliation; the whole world seems gentler; and we are
filled with the spirit of generosity. In the days just before Christmas, the possibility of newness is almost
palpable. The spirit of the season has caught hold of us even before the actual day has arrived. Today
we stand on the threshold of fulfilment. The future that God has prepared for us is open before us, even
though we have not yet stepped out into it.
The incarnation takes place in human history, thus affirming the fundamental goodness of human life
and concerns, and sanctifying them even further. The child comes from simple people, from a place that
is relatively insignificant, thus underscoring God’s preference for what is ordinary. The body that was
offered for our salvation, the body that consecrated us through having been offered up, was the body
that grew in the womb of Mary. The extraordinary salvific deed of God was accomplished through his
coming into the world as one of us. The obedience that Christ played out through his body fulfilled for us
the promises made by God.
We stand on the threshold of fulfilment, the fulfilment of an event that has already taken place. We
ritually reenact it so that we never take it for granted, so that we never forget that it is in and through
human history that the marvellous deeds of God are accomplished.

‘Blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfilment of what
was spoken to her by the Lord.’
Was Mary running from something or to
something? When she arrived she was greeted
with the warmth of family love; and through her
cousin’s wisdom and spiritual insight, she
received another blessing. The goodness of
what is happening is confirmed. Mary’s
experience is a powerful reminder that God
comes to us wherever we are. We might try, but
we cannot run away from God, or our life’s
experiences. God is constantly present, drawing
us in and offering us fullness of life. May we
listen intently for the voice of God as we await
the birth of Jesus.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
As Outreach is our main fundraiser for the Parish we urgently need Volunteers to give 3 hours in the
mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Christmas Mass Times
24th December 5.00pm Vigil Mass - Dartmoor
24th December 7.30pm Carols - All Saints Portland
24th December 8.00pm Christmas Eve Mass - All Saints Portland
25th December 9.30am Christmas Day Mass - All Saints Portland
Volunteers Required
Help required to setup church for Christmas on Monday 24th December 9.30am. If you are able to
help please let Fr Greg know. Thank you.
Evening Prayers
A reminder that during the advent/Christmas period Evening prayers will be held every Friday night
6pm from 30th November to 11th January 2019.

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal
The Bishop’s Appeal is one way by which the diocese can respond to many communities
that turn to them for assistance. Our Parish will contribute to this appeal through the
collections over the Christmas masses. Bishop Paul Bird thanks you in anticipation for your
co=operation and generosity to the 2018 Christmas Appeal.
Ballarat Diocese Lay Pastoral Ministry Program – now open for new participants
Low-cost online study and formation for lay workers in parish and other ministries, employed
or volunteers. Sacraments, scripture, youth ministry, liturgy, leadership - many subjects
available – 5 weeks per subject. Next study cycle starts January 20, contact us by January 9
to register. More info at www.ballarat.catholic.org.au or
amanda.smith@ballarat.catholic.org.au ph. 5337 7125.

Pope's Christmas greetings to Santa Marta
Dispensary
For over ninety years the Santa Marta Dispensary has
provided medical assistance to children and families in
need and is based just a stone’s throw away from the
Pope’s residence inside the Vatican
Children teach us to humble ourselves
In words of thanks to those gathered, the Pope said
that if Our Lady had lived in Rome she would have
taken Jesus to this dispensary, for sure.
The Pope noted that “working with children is not easy,
but it teaches us a lot”, he said. “It teaches me one
thing: that in order to understand the reality of life, you
have to lower yourself, as we lower ourselves to kiss a
child. They teach us this. The proud, the proud cannot
understand life, because they are not able to lower
themselves.
“All of us” , Pope Francis continued, “professionals,
organizers, nuns, all - give many things to children, but
they give us this announcement, this teaching: to lower
oneself. Lower yourself, be humble, and in this way
you will learn to understand life and people. And all of
you have this ability to lower yourselves. Thank you so
much for this, thank you so much!”

