Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This weekend: 24th March
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Couttie
Ministers: M. Lambert, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Arnott
Reader:
M. Picard
Ministers: A. Loving, B & M McGennisken
Gifts:
C. Boyadjian
Welcome: L. Goebel
Next weekend: 31st March
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
D. Kierce
Ministers: A. O’Brien, K. O’Toole
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
J. Sandeman
Ministers: T. McCallum, F. Arnott, Vol. please
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome: M. King

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finance
Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 807.00

Church Linen: 24/03 L. Goebel

Church Cleaning:
24/03 C & J Legg
31/03 B & M McGennisken

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your
First Communion, at times of great celebration and at
times of great sadness.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure that the
mission and pastoral outreach that has been important
to you will continue both for today’s needs and for
those of our children, our grandchildren and beyond.
If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Total YTD 2018/19
Total YTD 2017/18

World Missions
$ 48,559
$ 45,061

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
14 Henty Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

24th March
2019
3rd Sunday
Lent
Year C

Phone: 5523 1046
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

Weekday Services
Tuesday:

26/03 to 29/03
5.00pm Mass

Wednesday:

10.30am Mass BUPA

Thursday:

10.00am Mass
1.00pm Heywood Hostel Service

Friday:

9.30am Morning Prayer & Adoration
10.00am Mass
6.00pm Evening Prayer

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:

Planned Giving for Parish Account

Target $64,000

Church Flowers: No flowers in Lent

“The Spire“

$ 503

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support: inc. EFT $ 586.65
Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Anniversaries:
Ray Mizzi, Margaret Mizzi, Ted Pound, Alice Tobin, Joyce
Jakubik, Cheryl Leonard, Josie Kelly, Michael Mugavin,
Elizabeth Moroney, Dan McCabe, Nancy Walsh, John
Fothergill, John Arundell, Michael Couttie
Prayer Requests:
Margaret Couttie, Patricia Bailey, Noela Clifford, Les
Hildebrand, Claire Jesser, John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke,
Rudy Legray, Graeme Sewell, Michelle Mutch,
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy
24th March
Kate & Jamin

HEYWOOD
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
4th Sunday 5.00pm Mass

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 102
The Lord is kind and merciful.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings.
It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion.
The Lord does deeds of justice,
gives judgement for all who are oppressed.
He made known his ways to Moses
and his deeds to Israel’s sons.
The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.
For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him.
The Lord is kind and merciful.

Gospel Acclamation
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Repent, says the Lord;
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ !
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - Luke 13: 1 - 9
Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with that of their sacrifices. At this he said to them,
‘Do you suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were greater
sinners than any other Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No; but
unless you repent you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen on
whom the tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose that
they were more guilty than all the other people living in Jerusalem?
They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as
they did.’
He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and
he came looking for fruit on it but found none. He said to the man who
looked after the vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I have been coming to look for fruit on this fig
tree and finding none. Cut it down: why should it be taking up the ground?” “Sir,” the man replied “leave
it one more year and give me time to dig round it and manure it: it may bear fruit next year; if not, then
you can cut it down.”’

Reflection - Dianne Bergant CSA
One major theme emerges from today's readings: incomprehensibility of God. We see it in the
mysterious divine name, which distinguishes the God of Israel from all others and yet leaves us in the
dark as to its meaning. We see it as God communicates with us through inanimate objects and the
people in our lives. Finally, we see that God both pardons iniquities and decides to root out unfruitful
branches, and we are confused by such inconsistency.
In the midst of this ambiguity we have one sure source of stability – Christ. It is Christ who reveals the
nature and meaning of the divine name; it is Christ who intercedes for us before God. Christ, the one
who set his face toward Jerusalem, there to suffer and die, is the great messenger through whom God is
revealed. He is the one who reveals majesty through the simplicity of a bush; he is the one who judges
with the patience of a gardener. However, the limits of the experience and mercy of God in our lives are
defined by our own openness. Despite the blessings that we receive in the wildernesses of our lives, it
could happen that God is not pleased with us. We must not take God's goodness for granted.
These readings close on a note of caution. Take care! We might be able to rest secure in the
knowledge of the love and mercy of God, but these readings tell us that we should not dare to rest
passively or complacently.

‘You are standing on holy ground.’
To experience God as Moses did when he saw the burning
bush is to become imbued with the mind of God, to see the
world and the meaning of reality through God’s eyes. ‘I am who
am’ – God’s naming of himself – is an affirmation of life, of
goodness and of holiness.
Moses’ moment of revelation and adoration is immediately
succeeded by a call to service: ‘I have heard my people cry.’
Any misgivings Moses might have had are countered by God’s
promise: ‘I will be with you.’ This God of steadfast love, the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, will stand by Moses. But it
is Moses who must take action.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3 hours
in the mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Dates to Remember
November 3rd: 175th Anniversary of the first Mass in Portland. Bishop Paul will celebrate the
10.30am Mass with us this day and a lunch to follow. Please keep it free. (This is also UP-welling
Weekend)
March 31, 2019. Cuppa after 10.30 Mass. Please bring a small plate of Morning Tea to share
and stay for a tea or coffee and conversation.

Lent Prayer Group
The Lenten program Wednesdays 1.30pm. Anyone interested in prayer and reflection using the Lenten
Program is welcome at 25 Lalor Street Contact Anne McIntyre on 0428 780 536 for more information.
Briny Bunch Family Group
The Briny Bunch Family Group will visit the Bay of Whales Gallery and Coffee Shop at Narrawong on
Sunday, 31st March, 1.30pm. Please contact Anne McIntyre for details and if attending by phone/text
0428 780 536 by Tuesday 26th March.
FRANCIS SULLIVAN. Why stay?
‘My answer is why not! The abuse scandal has rocked my confidence in the clericalist management of
the Church but not my sense of the collective journey I walk with other Catholics. I believe the
“assembled walkers” are the Church! I feel no compulsion to leave them. I feel participating in a faith
community a vital aspect of my self expression. Being Catholic for me is less a religious tag or a
member of a religion and more a chosen pathway of personal and spiritual discovery best undertaken
in community. It is my way of living the Gospel.
I have found deep comfort in and direction from my faith tradition. I feel nurtured in the sense that I am
part of a pilgrim people, ever moving into a better understanding of the divine in my life and an
appreciation of what that means for me as person in society’…..continue reading www.ballarat.catholic.org.au
Francis Sullivan most recently was CEO of the Catholic Church’s Truth Justice and Healing Council. He
has degrees in Theology and Politics and lives in Canberra.
Copies of article available at the front of the church
xt3 Lenten Calendar – online & free app
Each day of Lent there will be a new Lenten resource, a Lenten Challenge and daily Gospel reading.
Online calendar and free app is now available at http://www.sydneycatholic.org/xt3lent

Third Sunday Lent

Peter goes to a boarding school in the Solomon Islands which has experienced
water shortages for 60 years. Previously, students would have to walk kilometres
each day in search of clean water, which was particularly challenging for Peter
who is living with a disability. With Caritas Australia’s support, the school has
created a new reliable water system. With more free time and fewer illnesses
caused by dirty water, Peter can fulfil his hope of focusing on his studies, providing
him with brighter future.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2019 and help young people with
disabilities gain access to clean water in the Solomon Islands, providing
hope for a brighter future . Lives change when we all give 100%. You can donate
through Parish envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or
phoning. 1800 024 413.
Project Compassion Giving Total from Parish to date: $87.00

