Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This Weekend: 18th August
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Couttie
Ministers: K. O’Toole, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
K. Carr
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Loftus
Reader:
K. Arnott
Ministers: F. Mizzi, J. Fitzgerald, D. Arnott
Gifts:
C. Boyadjian
Welcome: L. Goebel
Next Weekend: 25th August
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
Vol. please
Ministers: K-A O’Keefe, A. Burns
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Arnott
Reader:
I. Eichler
Ministers: K. Loftus, L. Goebel, P. Howman
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome: B & M McGennisken

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finance
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 4,684
World Missions

Target $64,000

Church Flowers: Maureen Schultz
Church Linen:

Church Cleaning:
18/08
25/08

11/08 J. Hall

M & Y Crooks
M. King, K. Howman

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your
First Communion, at times of great celebration and at
times of great sadness.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure that the
mission and pastoral outreach that has been important
to you will continue both for today’s needs and for
those of our children, our grandchildren and beyond.
If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

“The Spire“

Total YTD 2018/19
Total YTD 2017/18

$ 10,607
$ 8,575

$ 503

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
14 Henty Street, Portland
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

18th August
2019
20th Sunday
Ordinary Time
Year C
Weekday Services
Tuesday:

Phone: 5523 1046
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm

20/08 to 23/08

5.00pm Mass

Wednesday: 10.30am BUPA Mass
Thursday:

10.00am Mass
1.00pm Heywood Hostel Service

Friday:

9.30am Morn. Prayer & Adoration
10.00am Mass

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Dennis Hynes, Graeme Farmer
Anniversaries:
Peter Priestley Snr, Carmel Jasper, Lorna Stoneman,
Aileen Bourke, Rita Madden, Paul Murphy, Alice Ough,
Anna Galea, Jenny Stewart, Gerald O’Brien, Michael Pye,
Michael Nevins, Mary Smith, Tom Gartlan, Lindsay Dart,
Colin De Vries
Prayer Requests:
Margaret Couttie, Patricia Bailey, Noela Clifford, Les
Hildebrand, Nicky Schultz, Claire Jesser, John Smith,
Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Michelle Mutch,

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:

If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.

Presbytery Account
Priest support: inc. EFT $ 562.65
Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy

All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the
Parish website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the
Church.

Psalm 39
Lord, come to my aid!
I waited, I waited for the Lord
and he stooped down to me;
he heard my cry.
He drew me from the deadly pit,
from the miry clay.
He set my feet upon a rock
and made my footsteps firm.
He put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God.
Many shall see and fear
and shall trust in the Lord.
As for me, wretched and poor,
the Lord thinks of me.
You are my rescuer, my help,
O God, do not delay!
Lord, come to my aid!

25th August

HEYWOOD
Kate & Mary
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
4th Sunday 8.30amm Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.00pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;
I know them, and they follow me.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - Luke 12: 49 - 53
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come to bring fire to the earth, and how I
wish it were blazing already! There is a baptism I must still receive, and
how great is my distress till it is over!
‘Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but
rather division. For from now on a household of five will be divided: three
against two and two against three; the father divided against the son, son
against father, mother against daughter, daughter against mother, motherin-law against daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’

Reflection - Diane Bergant CSA
As disciples we commit ourselves to values and principles that are not always cherished by others. We
can be misunderstood for our beliefs, even ridiculed. Our lives may be a reproach to those who do not
share our aspirations. There may be times when we must stand in opposition to others. All of this tends
to alienate us. It could even place us at enmity with those whom we love. Yet, if we are genuinely
committed, we realise that there is also a price to pay if we are not faithful. It is very difficult to live with
ourselves when we disregard our deepest convictions and ignore the promptings of God that we
experience within ourselves. As difficult as a life of faith may be, we know that it is the only way to live in
this world.
Faced with the cost of discipleship we are brought to the realisation that, by ourselves, we do not have
the necessary resources. We need assistance. Like Jeremiah, we might find that this aid will come from
places we may have never expected. The real support and assistance that we get is from Jesus who
came to set the world and our hearts on fire. Paul assures us that there is a vast throng cheering us on
as we run the race of discipleship. They are not merely spectators; they have already run or are still
running their own race. We are not alone in our commitment, in our struggle. There are many witnesses,
many examples for us to follow.
‘I have come to cast fire on the earth, how I wish
it were blazing already!’
Celebrated composer Christopher Willcock SJ’s uplifting
commissioning hymn ‘Whence Comes This Fire?’ takes as its
chorus the opening line from today’s Gospel: ‘I have come to
cast fire on the earth, how I wish it were blazing already!’
The lyrics of the first two verses embed the title question in
scriptural references: ‘whence comes this fire in the land of
Judea? whence comes this fire in the sky in the East?’ In verse
two we ask ‘whence comes this fire?’ on the roads to Emmaus
and Damascus, places of life-changing encounters with the
risen Christ.
A repeated question ‘whence comes this fire which preserves
life in us?’ ends both the second and fourth verses, giving us
pause to consider the sustaining fire at the heart of our lives:
God’s Holy Spirit. It is a beautiful hymn making us aware of
Jesus’ desire that his fire ‘take hold of our hearts’.

Parish Events & Dates to Remember
November 3rd: 175th Anniversary of the first Mass in Portland. Bishop Paul will celebrate the
10.30am Mass with us this day and a lunch to follow. Please keep it free. (This is also UP-welling
Weekend)

Adult Faith Education: Tuesday, 20th 5:30pm. Contact jphowman@gmail.com for the location.
This week: Lecture 21: Interpreting Scripture: Letter to the Hebrews
Parish Finance Meeting: Wednesday 21st August 1.00pm, Parish Office

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3 hours
in the mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Leadership for Mission Program (for women aged 25-35)
Leadership for Mission is a joint initiative of the Council for Australian Catholic Women, the Australian
Catholic Bishops Conference, Catholic Mission and the Australian Catholic University. It is designed by
and for women who are inspired by the Gospel vision of justice, freedom and the dignity of the human
person. Across a series of educational and formative encounters, this unique program brings the
leadership experiences of women within the Church together in the context of an academic and
collaborative learning environment.
Applications close October 14. More details at
www.opw.catholic.org.au/projects/leadership-for-mission
ACBC National Office for the Participation for Women
Audrey Brown, Director of Catholic Education Ballarat, liaises with and participates in gatherings
sponsored by the National Office for the Participation of Women. You can connect with the office too
by subscribing to their bi-monthly newsletter, Women Matter (go to www.opw.catholic.org.au and scroll
to the bottom of the page to subscribe). You can also send Audrey information about or reports on any
special events you are holding for women in your parish/community and we can celebrate these in the
national newsletter, email director@ceob.edu.au
Volunteer Overseas - The Cagliero Project, Salesians of Don Bosco
We are seeking volunteers for January 2020 departure, working with disadvantaged young people in
Salesian communities throughout Cambodia, Samoa, East Timor & Solomon Islands. Applications
close October 15th. Send us an inquiry - www.cagliero.org.au

Pope at Angelus on feast of the Assumption:
Mary is the “Gate of Heaven”
To rejoice
“We rejoice when something so beautiful happens that it is not enough to
rejoice inside, in the soul, but we want to express happiness with the whole
body”, said the Pope. “Mary rejoices because of God… she teaches us to
rejoice in God, because He does "great things".
To magnify
“To magnify means to exalt a reality for its greatness, for its beauty”, continued Pope Francis. “Mary proclaims the
greatness of the Lord… she shows us that if we want our life to be happy, God must be placed first, because He
alone is great”. The Pope warned of getting lost in the pettiness of life, chasing after things of little importance:
“prejudices, grudges, rivalries, envy, and superfluous material goods”. Mary, on the other hand, invites us to “look
upward at the ‘great things’ the Lord has accomplished in her”.
The Gate to Heaven
“Mary, who is a human creature, one of us, reaches eternity in body and soul”, said Pope Francis. This is why we
invoke her as the “Gate of Heaven”. “There she awaits us, just as a mother waits for her children to come home”.
The Pope said we are like pilgrims on our way home to Heaven. Seeing that “in paradise, together with Christ, the
New Adam, there is also her, Mary, the new Eve, gives us comfort and hope in our pilgrimage down here”.
The sky is open
For those who are afflicted with doubts and sadness, “and live with their eyes turned downwards”, the Feast of the
Assumption is a call to “look upwards” and see “the sky is open”, continued Pope Francis. It is no longer distant, and
we need no longer be afraid: “because on the threshold of Heaven there is a Mother waiting for us”. Mary
constantly reminds us that we are precious in the eyes of God, and that we are made for the great joys of
Heaven. “Every time we take the Rosary in our hands and pray to her”, he said, “we take a step forward towards
our life’s great goal”.
The greatness of Heaven
“Let us be attracted by true beauty”, said the Pope, “let us not be drawn in by the petty things in life, but let us
choose the greatness of Heaven”. Pope Francis concluded by praying that the Blessed Virgin Mary, Gate of
Heaven, may help us daily to fix our gaze with confidence and joy “on the place where our true home lies”.
By Vatican News

