
Prayer After Communion:  

(For Minsters to the Home-bound) 
 

God my creator breathe on me 

again, renew me, refresh me,  

extend my abilities, comfort me 

in adjusting to changes in 

health, mobility and  

activity.  
 

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ 

flow through every fibre of my 

being.  

Keep me well, and hope filled  

always.  
 

Holy Spirit use me in my  

situation, for the good of  

others. Amen. 

Our Finance 

 

Liturgy Rosters: 

Many thanks for the wonderful works you do! 
 

This Weekend:   8th December 
 

Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm 

Leader: L. Cooper 

Reader: D. Kierce 

Minister: K. O’Toole, A. Burns 

Gifts:  M. Gregory, H. Stevenson 

Welcome: D. Baudinette 
 

Sunday: 10.30am 

Leader: P. Howman 

Reader: A. McIntyre 

Ministers: K. Loftus, F. Mizzi, K. Arnott 

Gifts:  J & A Milani 

Welcome: A & M Francis 

 

Next Weekend:   15th December 
 

Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm 

Leader: H. Webb 

Reader: P. O’Brien 

Minister: K-A. O’Keefe, D. Kierce 

Gifts:  D. Baudinette, G. Priestley 

Welcome: D. Kierce 
 

Sunday: 10.30am 

Leader: J. Sandeman 

Reader: M. Picard 

Ministers: D. Arnott, L. Goebel, I. Eichler 

Gifts:  K. Sullivan, J. Hall 

Welcome: B & M McGennisken 

 

Church Flowers:   7th & 14th December M. Antony 
 
     

Church Linen:    01/12  L. Goebel 
 

 

 

Church Cleaning:   

 08/12  M. Lambert, J. Burns 

 15/12  M Schultz, J. Sandeman 

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of  “The Spire” by 
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of 
subscribers 

World Missions 

$ 503 

Presbytery Account 
 

Priest support: inc. EFT  $ 613.70 
 
 

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can 

be made electronically. Details are as follows:    
 

Account Name:  All Saints Presbytery Portland 

BSB:   083 526 

Account No. 24476 6002 

Planned Giving for Parish Account 
 

Given last week, inc. EFT:  $ 1,470 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations 

can be made electronically. Details are as follows:    
 

Account Name:  Portland Catholic Church 

BSB:  083 532 

Account No. 5159 81661 
 

Target $64,000 

Total YTD 2019/20    $ 26,567 

Total YTD 2018/19    $ 29,266 

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL 

All Saints Parish has been present at most of the 

important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your 

First Communion, at times of great celebration and at 

times of great sadness. 

By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will 

leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure that the 

mission and pastoral outreach that has been important 

to you  will continue both for today’s needs and for 

those of our children, our grandchildren and beyond. 

“The Spire“ 

All Saints’ Parish 

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor 

All Saints’ Parish Office 

PO Box 210 Portland 3305 
 

Phone: 5523 1046 
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes 
 

Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.  
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
 

Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock 
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm 
 
 

All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child 
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish 
website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church. 
 

All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and 
Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the 
Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and pre-
sent and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and 
constitutional acknowledgement of first peoples 

 

Weekday Services   10/12 to  13/12 

 

Tuesday:       5.00pm Mass 

Wednesday:     5.00pm  Mass 

Thursday:     10.00am   Mass  

Friday:       9.30am  Adoration 

      10.00am Mass 

        6.00pm Evening Prayer 
                

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of 

Weekday Mass for that day.  

 

 

Recent Deaths:  

David Meehan, Fay Irene Ryan, Robert Foran,  

Lois Mawby 
 

Anniversaries: 

Maureen Rogers, Lorraine Bloomfield, Denise Shepherd, 
Sr Mary Muirhead, Margaret Cassie, Merle Grundy,  
Jessie Ward, Patrick Pye, Willy Paget, Lorraine Asling, 
Michael Twomey, Vic Wright, Margaret McMahon,  
Anne Pye, Angelo Sacco, Jack Millar 
 

Prayer Requests:  

Margaret Couttie, Patricia Bailey, Noela Clifford,  Les  
Hildebrand, Nicky Schultz, Claire Jesser, John Smith,  
Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Michelle Mutch,  
 

 

If you have any prayer requests please  contact Antonella at 

the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may 

ask for names to be added: Thank you 
 

 

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times. 
 

 

 

PORTLAND 

Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,  

Sunday 10:30 am 
 

HEYWOOD 

1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays, 

9.00am Mass 

4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am 
 

DARTMOOR 

4th Sunday 8.30amm Mass 
 
 

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.00pm vigil  

Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait. 

Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory. 
 

 

Responsorial Psalm  71 
 

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of  
peace for ever. 
 
O God, give your judgement to the king,  
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. 
 

In his days justice shall flourish  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. 
 

For he shall save the poor when they cry  
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. 
 

May his name be blessed for ever  
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. 
 
Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of  

peace for ever. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 
 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia  and the Gospel 

verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.  

 

8th  December 

2019 

Second Sunday 

Advent 

 Year A 
 

Children’s Liturgy 

Dec 8th 

Anne & Jamin 



 

Gospel Connections - Matthew 3: 1 - 12 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the 
wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man 
the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 

A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a 
leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan 
district made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their 
sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, 
‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are repentant, 
produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” 
because, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to 
the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on 
the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is more powerful than I am, 
and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is 
in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn 
in a fire that will never go out.’ 

Reflection - Diane Bergant CSA 

Today’s readings are like Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.  The biblical authors sketch profiles of individuals 
after whom we can model our lives as we embark on our pilgrimage to eschatological fulfilment.  Isaiah 
depicts the righteous messianic king; Paul provides us with a glimpse of Jesus, the one who ministers to 
all; and Matthew describes John the Baptist, the prophet who prepared for the Advent of Christ. 

The gifts Isaiah attributes to the messianic king are the same gifts that we receive with the anointing of 
the Spirit: wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord.  The image 
of the messianic king may have been fulfilled in Jesus, but it is also offered to us as a model after which 
we can pattern our lives. 

Paul declares that Christ came for all.  Just as the Canterbury tales describe pilgrims of all backgrounds 
and characters, so our companions on the pilgrimage come from diverse circumstances.  Since the 
invitation was extended to all, we are expected to welcome all.  Some of Chaucer’s characters were 
quite unpleasant, but they were part of the group.  Many of the people to whom Jesus ministered were 
quite unpleasant, but this did not deter him.  His example is set before us today.   

John the Baptist lived a life of radical self-denial, but he did not require this of others.  He preached 
repentance or change of heart, not a rejection of the circumstances of life.  He called for a return to 
righteousness, to relationships rooted in honesty and respect.  He condemned presumption and 
arrogant reliance on one’s religious origin, complacency and the shirking of responsibility, disinterest in 
the welfare of others. 

 

 

Parish Events & Dates to Remember 
 
 

 

 
 

Sunday 8th December - Portland Community Carols, Skate Park Stage, Portland Foreshore 

(near Trawler Wharf). Food stalls 5.30pm, carols commence 6.00pm 

Wednesday 18th December - Sacrament of Penance 7pm, All Saints Church 

Parish Plenary Council Discernment Meetings 

Meetings will be held at All Saints Primary School Library on the following Thursday’s between  

5.00 - 6.30pm: 
 

2020: January 30th  

2020: February 13th,  

2020: March 12th 

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587  

The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.  

Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.  

Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm  and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.  

Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need  Volunteers to give 3 hours 

in the  mornings or afternoons.  

Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Club 
Book Club will be meeting for a Christmas celebration on Tuesday 10th of December at the 
Henty Bistro. If anyone is interested in attending please email Marika at 
rika121@hotmail.com. 
 

Christmas Meat Hamper 
Through our Parish Outreach we will provide meat vouchers to accompany the Christmas 
hampers that are being delivered in December. If you would like to make a contribution to 
the  cost of the meat for the hampers, please place your donation in an envelope marked 
“Meat Hampers”, and return via the collections. Marked Envelopes are available at the back 
of the church. 
 

Combined Church Service 
Combined churches community Christmas carols will be held at the Anglican church Lindsay 
Street Heywood at 7pm on Sunday 15th December. Please bring a plate of supper to share. 
Thank you from Kaye Sullivan 
 

 

The Advent Wreath 
Advent marks the beginning of the Church’s new year and is a season of waiting and preparation for 
the coming of Christ. In fact, this season of Advent focuses on Christ’s threefold coming - past, present 
and future. 
¶ We await and prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ at Christmas. 
¶ We hope and give thanks for Christ’s presence within us and in the world and sacraments. 
¶ We look to the future, waiting for Christ to come again. 
 
The word ‘advent’ means ‘coming’. Lighting the 
candles on the wreath symbolises the coming of light 
(Jesus) into the world. Advent wreaths can be used in 
church, at school or at home. 
 
The first candle 
(violet) represents 
hope, the second 
(violet) represents 
peace, the third 
(rose) represents 
joy, and the fourth 
(violet) represents 
love. The central 
white candle is lit 
on Christmas Day 
and represents 
Christ. 
 

Christmas Mass Times 

24th December  5.00pm   Vigil Mass - Dartmoor 

24th December  7.30pm   Carols - All Saints Portland 

24th December  8.00pm   Christmas Eve Mass - All Saints Portland 

25th December  9.30am   Christmas Day Mass - All Saints Portland 


