Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This Weekend: 15th December
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
P. O’Brien
Minister: K-A. O’Keefe, D. Kierce
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
J. Sandeman
Reader:
M. Picard
Ministers: D. Arnott, L. Goebel, I. Eichler
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome: B & M McGennisken
Next Weekend: 22nd December
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
D. Baudinette
Minister: M. Lambert, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
K. Carr
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Loftus
Reader:
J. Sandeman
Ministers: P. Howman, K. Howman, A. McIntyre
Gifts:
D & L Goebel
Welcome: M. King

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

All Saints’ Parish

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finance
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 937.00
World Missions

Target $62,000

Church Flowers: 7th & 14th December M. Antony
Church Linen:

Total YTD 2019/20
Total YTD 2018/19

$ 27,504
$ 30,400

$ 503

15/12 A. McIntyre

Church Cleaning:
15/12
M Schultz, J. Sandeman
22/12
B & McGennisken

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your
First Communion, at times of great celebration and at
times of great sadness.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure that the
mission and pastoral outreach that has been important
to you will continue both for today’s needs and for
those of our children, our grandchildren and beyond.
If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support: inc. EFT $ 515.35
Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
15th December
2019
Third Sunday
Advent
Year A
Weekday Services 17/12 to 20/12
Tuesday:

5.00pm Mass

Wednesday: 10.30pm BUPA Mass
7.00pm Sacrament of Penance
Thursday:

No Mass

Friday:

9.30am Adoration
10.00am Mass
6.00pm Evening Prayer

All Saints’ Parish Office
PO Box 210 Portland 3305
Phone: 5523 1046
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish
website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.
All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the
Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and

constitutional acknowledgement of first peoples

Responsorial Psalm 145

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.

Lord, come and save us.

Recent Deaths:
Cath Dixon, Jason Murray
Anniversaries:
Gwen Blackley, Sr Myrene Erdman IBVM, Lorna Arnold,
Magdalena Gerada, Cecelia Bull, Joseph Mifsud, Marie
McHaffie, Max Brooker, Don Stewart, Gail Riley, Gordon
Nance, John Humphries, Michael Thomas, Patrick Teal,
John Smith
Prayer Requests:
Margaret Couttie, Patricia Bailey, Noela Clifford, Les
Hildebrand, Nicky Schultz, Claire Jesser, John Smith,
Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Michelle Mutch,
Matt Arnott

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free.

If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am
HEYWOOD
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
4th Sunday 8.30amm Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.00pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down,
the Lord, who protects the stranger
and upholds the widow and orphan.
It is the Lord who loves the just
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,
Zion’s God, from age to age.
Lord, come and save us.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - Matthew 11: 2 - 11
John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his
disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to
wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what
you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the
Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man who does
not lose faith in me.’
As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people about
John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in
the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine
clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces.
Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and
much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am going to send my
messenger before you; he will prepare your way before you. I tell you solemnly, of all the children born
of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than he is.’

Reflection - Diane Bergant CSA
Half way through Advent we pause for a moment to celebrate Gaudete Sunday, a Sunday for rejoicing.
Isaiah paints a picture of regeneration. The desert that once seemed to be dead is now bursting with
life; eyes that lacked sight, ears incapable of capturing and holding sound, limbs without strength, and
tongues devoid of speech are all given new life. There will be no death in that age of fulfilment, no
limitations, no mourning. As we move deeper and deeper into the reality of God’s presence in our midst,
we will discover the meaning of true fulfilment.
John the Baptist is a standard for judging the privilege
of entering here and now, the kingdom of heaven. He
was the herald of the coming of Jesus, the one who
prepared for him, but John himself died before the
death and resurrection of Jesus opened the flood
gates of the eschatological tide. By comparison, even
the least in the kingdom of God is far greater than this
prophetic herald. John also serves as a model of
patience in suffering. His circumstances teach us that
moving toward eschatological fulfilment is not without
cost.
Just as Matthew presents us with the example of John
the Baptist, so James describes the patience required
of those who await the age of fulfilment. That age of
fulfilment will dawn in its time; all we can do is
discharge our responsibilities regardless of how
demanding they might be, and wait for that day
patiently, convinced that it will come in God’s due time.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3 hours
in the mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.

Christmas Mass Times
24th December 5.00pm Vigil Mass - Dartmoor
24th December 7.30pm Carols - All Saints Portland
24th December 8.00pm Christmas Eve Mass - All Saints Portland
25th December 9.30am Christmas Day Mass - All Saints Portland
Congratulations
We wish to congratulate all our parish students at Bayview College and
Monivae College on their VCE results and wish them all great things for
their future.
Congratulations to all the Year 6 students from All Saints Primary School on
their graduation and moving to the next stage of their education journey!
Christmas Meat Hamper
Through our Parish Outreach we will provide meat vouchers to accompany the Christmas
hampers that are being delivered in December. If you would like to make a contribution to
the cost of the meat for the hampers, please place your donation in an envelope marked
“Meat Hampers”, and return via the collections. Marked Envelopes are available at the back
of the church. To date you have contributed $640.00. Thank you

Gratitude Comes Before Joy - Tim Chan
The theme for the third week of Advent is Joy. One thing that I’ve thought about this year is the
relationship between gratitude and joy. I started off thinking that we are grateful as a result of
joy. For example, I have a great family that brings me joy, and because of that, I am grateful.
Or my boss just praised me for doing a great job on a recent project which brings me joy, and
as a result I feel grateful.
But it seems I may have been mistaken.
Researcher and author Brene Brown says that in her 12 years of research and 11,000 pieces
of data she has discovered this, “I did not interview a single person who described their life as
joyful or joyous who did not actively practice gratitude.” She goes on to say that these people
had a tangible practice of gratitude in their life. There is a powerful quote by a Catholic
theologian David Rast who says,
“It is not joy that makes us grateful. It is gratitude that makes us joyful.”

Parish Events & Dates to Remember
Wednesday 18th December - Sacrament of Penance 7pm, All Saints Church

Parish Plenary Council Discernment Meetings
Meetings will be held at All Saints Primary School Library on the following Thursday’s between
5.00 - 6.30pm:
2020: January 30th
2020: February 13th,
2020: March 12th

At first I was surprised by this statement. But the more I thought about it, the truer it seems. Joy
is not the result of a positive outcome or circumstance in life. If that were the case, then our joy
would be tied to external circumstances which we have minimal control over. This is closer to a
description of happiness.
Rather, joy is something deeper and from the heart. It comes from living a life of gratitude. And
this is not natural; being grateful is a decision and something that is practised. When we can be
grateful in all circumstances, then we can be joyful in all circumstances.
Perhaps that is why the apostle Paul says in one phrase,
“Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus.” (1 Thes 5:16-18 NIV)
- www.timandolive.com

