Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This Weekend: 22nd December
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
D. Baudinette
Minister: M. Lambert, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
K. Carr
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Loftus
Reader:
J. Sandeman
Ministers: P. Howman, K. Howman, A. McIntyre
Gifts:
D & L Goebel
Welcome: M. King
Next Weekend: 29th December
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
Vol. Please
Minister: A. O’Brien, K. O’Toole
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Arnott
Reader:
A. Francis
Ministers: A. Loving, B & M McGennisken
Gifts:
C. Boyadjian
Welcome: L. Goebel

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

All Saints’ Parish

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finance
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $1,010
World Missions

Target $62,000

Church Flowers: 21/12 & 28/12 J. Crimmins
Church Linen:

Total YTD 2019/20
Total YTD 2018/19

$ 28,514
$ 31,017

$ 503

29/12 A. McIntyre

Church Cleaning:
22/12
B & McGennisken
29/12
M & Y Crooks

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your
First Communion, at times of great celebration and at
times of great sadness.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure that the
mission and pastoral outreach that has been important
to you will continue both for today’s needs and for
those of our children, our grandchildren and beyond.
If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support: inc. EFT $ 598.80
Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
22nd December
2019
Fourth Sunday
Advent
Year A
Weekday Services 24/12 to 27/12

All Saints’ Parish Office
PO Box 210 Portland 3305
Phone: 5523 1046
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm

Tuesday:

7.30pm Carols All Saints Church
8.00pm Christmas Vigil Mass

All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish
website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.

Wednesday:

9.30pm Christmas Day Mass

Thursday:

No Mass

All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the
Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and

Friday:

9.30am Adoration
10.00am Mass
6.00pm Evening Prayer

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Leon Kelly
Anniversaries:
Jack Kearney, Inala Bell, Hilda Habel, Gertie Brown, Lee
Crow, Jim Tobin, Merlel Johnson, Karen Graham, Sr Mary
O’Neil, Bishop Joe Grech, Salt Ramona, Frank Lodge,
Allan Smith, Gerald Mugavin, Edmund Canavan, Jack
Folettii, Dap Kennedy, Winnie McDonald, Patricia Bourke,
Denise Kirwan, Brendan Payne
Prayer Requests:
Margaret Couttie, Patricia Bailey, Bruno Cancian, Noela
Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Nicky Schultz, Claire Jesser,
John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Michelle
Mutch, Matt Arnott
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am
HEYWOOD
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
4th Sunday 8.30amm Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.00pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

constitutional acknowledgement of first peoples

Responsorial Psalm 23
Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.
The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,
the world and all its peoples.
It is he who set it on the seas;
on the waters he made it firm.
Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?
The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things.
He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,
seek the face of the God of Jacob.
Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
A virgin will give birth to a son;
his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - Matthew 1: 18 - 24
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was
betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to live together she
was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband
Joseph, being a man of honour and wanting to spare her
publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up his
mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in
her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must
name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his
people from their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son
and they will call him Emmanuel,
a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told
him to do: he took his wife to his home.

Reflection - Diane Bergant CSA
Despite all of the excitement associated with eschatological fulfilment, despite all of the assurance we
have that it will be an experience of peace and abundant life, the mystery for which we long requires the
risk of faith. Despite all of the times that we have celebrated the Nativity, we still do not have full
comprehension and understanding. Still we are invited to enter deeply into the event that is before us.
Will we step into a life of deeper faith and commitment, or will we merely participate in the external
celebration of the feast? Only we can decide, and
only we will really know the decision that we make.

The circumstances of our lives influence the way we
live out our faith. As Christians, we are called to
devote ourselves to the service of Christ. Our
primary commitment must be to Christ and to the
way of being human that he has shown us. We
must be committed to what enriches life and not to
what diminishes it. We must be committed to the
good of people and not to the hoarding of things.
We may not be official heralds of the gospel, but we
proclaim our faith in the way we live our lives, in the
kindness with which we treat others, in honesty of
our business transactions. We proclaim the gospel
when we stand for justice, when we forgive those
who have offended us, when we show compassion
to those who suffer.
As we step into the
eschatological age, we are called to recommit
ourselves to genuine Christian living.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3 hours
in the mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.

Christmas Mass Times
24th December 5.00pm Vigil Mass - Dartmoor
24th December 7.30pm Carols - All Saints Portland
24th December 8.00pm Christmas Eve Mass - All Saints Portland
25th December 9.30am Christmas Day Mass - All Saints Portland
Christmas Meat Hamper
Thank you to all who contributed to the Christmas Meat Hampers distributed to the needy in
our community. Our Parish has contributed $975.00. Thank you
Bishop’s Christmas Appeal
The Bishop’s Appeal is one way by which the diocese can respond to many communities
that turn to them for assistance. Our Parish will contribute to this appeal through the
collections over the Christmas masses. Bishop Paul Bird thanks you in anticipation for your
co-operation and generosity to the 2019 Christmas Appeal.

Coming to Terms with Christmas Grief - Katherine Richardson

Now that I'm grown I've realised that while Christmas felt that way for me, it isn't so magical for a lot of
people. When I was first faced with this reality I felt unnerved: how could Christmas not be something to
look forward to? After doing some personal reflection and listening to the stories of those people who
do not love Christmas, I have realised that I have a certain privilege in that the holiday season is one of
happiness for me.
For many people Christmas is a hollow reminder that there is someone missing from the table, and no
matter whether it's the first year or the 50th — that chair will always remain empty.
Others may be estranged from their loved ones, unable to come together due to differences in location
or perhaps in opinion.
Others still may want to give their families all the gifts and wonderfully festive food in the world, but
aren't able to afford these things. There is a pressure from society to celebrate the holidays in the 'right
way', and that way is very often expensive.
We are supposed to be happy during the holiday season, we are meant to sing along to Michael Bublé,
spend an exorbitant amount of money on gifts and think of nothing other than sugar plums and
reindeer.
The reality is though, that Christmas is just like any other time of year and there are people who are
suffering. Suffering from grief, heartbreak, poverty — the magic of December won't change that for
people, and to assume that it might is to take away from the importance of those issues.

"December does not exist in some magical space where our struggles cannot find us."
Parish Events & Dates to Remember
Parish Plenary Council Discernment Meetings
Meetings will be held at All Saints Primary School Library on the following Thursday’s between
5.00 - 6.30pm:
2020: January 30th
2020: February 13th,
2020: March 12th

No matter how uncomfortable it might make us, it is an important truth to remember, not only for those
around us but for ourselves. Coming to the realisation that Christmas is hard for many people has not
only helped me to empathise with those around me, but it's also allowed me to better understand
myself. December does not exist in some magical space where our struggles cannot find us.
You do not owe it to the world to be happy during Christmas time, to celebrate it, or even to
acknowledge it. It is okay to decide that you need to protect yourself and that you are better off
spending it alone, or going about your business as usual.
It is also okay to participate in whatever manner you are able. As a society we are obsessed with
consumerism; Christmas isn't Christmas without toys and stockings and crackers. I have been guilty of
this mindset too. But Christmas, just like every other day, can simply be a celebration of being here and
having people who love you.
For those who don't love Christmas or who feel like outliers to the festive spirit, I am sorry for ever
uttering the sentence 'How could you hate Christmas?' You will not hear it pass my lips again, that is a
promise.

