Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This Weekend: 29th December
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
Vol. Please
Minister: A. O’Brien, K. O’Toole
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Arnott
Reader:
A. Francis
Ministers: A. Loving, B & M McGennisken
Gifts:
C. Boyadjian
Welcome: L. Goebel
Next Weekend: 5th January
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Rowe
Minister: K-A. O’Keefe, vol pls
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
G. Lewis
Ministers: T. McCallum, F. Arnott, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome: A & M Francis

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

All Saints’ Parish

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Church Linen:

Our Finance
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $831.00
World Missions

Total YTD 2019/20
Total YTD 2018/19

$ 29,344.50
$ 32,100.00

$ 503

29/12 J. Hall

Church Cleaning:
29/12
M & Y Crooks
05/01
M. King

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your
First Communion, at times of great celebration and at
times of great sadness.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure that the
mission and pastoral outreach that has been important
to you will continue both for today’s needs and for
those of our children, our grandchildren and beyond.
If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

All Saints’ Parish Office
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

29th December
2019

Phone: 5523 1046
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

The Holy Family
Year A
Services 31/12 to 03/01
Tuesday:

No Mass

Wednesday: 11.00am

Mary Mother of God Mass

Thursday:

10.00am

Mass

Friday:

9.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

Adoration
Mass
Evening Prayer

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:

Target $62,000

Church Flowers: 4 & 11th Jan K. McNamara

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support: inc. EFT $ 628.65
Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Anniversaries:
Elsie Rose, John Kennedy, Joseph Farrell, Frank
McCarthy, Val Brown, Philomena Kenny, Norma Ruge,
Rita Smith, Zita McInerney, Chris Kelly
Prayer Requests:
Margaret Couttie, Patricia Bailey, Bruno Cancian, Noela
Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Nicky Schultz, Claire Jesser,
John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Michelle
Mutch, Matt Arnott
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am
HEYWOOD
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
4th Sunday 8.30amm Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.00pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish
website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.
All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the
Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and

constitutional acknowledgement of first peoples

Responsorial Psalm 127
Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his
ways.
O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper.
Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table.

Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
all the days of your life!
Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his
ways.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
and the fullness of his message live within you.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - Matthew 2: 13 - 15, 19-23
After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother with you, and escape
into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, because Herod intends to search
for the child and do away with him.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child
and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where he stayed until
Herod was dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken through the
prophet:
I called my son out of Egypt.
After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother with you and go back
to the land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill the child are dead.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the
child and his mother with him, went back to the land of Israel. But when he learnt that Archelaus had
succeeded his father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream
he left for the region of Galilee. There he settled in a town called Nazareth. In this way the words spoken
through the prophets were to be fulfilled:
He will be called a Nazarene.

Reflection - Diane Bergant CSA
All of the major themes found in today’s readings highlight the relational character of family life. In
Sirach some of the dynamics of family living and responsibility as exercised in the ancient world unfold
before our eyes. The rewards of faithfully observing these family codes are showcased in the
responsorial Psalm. Paul directs our attention to the manner of relational living to which we are
summoned as members of the family of God, a manner of living that flows from the bond of perfection
that unites us. The gospel narrative paints a picture of a family that follows the directives of God.
So much has been said recently about family values. But what exactly are they? The specifics of family
customs and roles played within the family may be culture-bound, but it seems that the values out of
which they emerge and that inform them are not. They include mutuality, respect and service between
wives and husbands, between parents and children, and between the young and the old.
Mutuality, respect and service become characteristics of the Church or the ecclesial family as well.
What binds the family of God together are virtues that are as relational as are the ties that bind the
members of the natural family together. It may be more challenging to live out these values within the
church, for those who are called to put on Christ, bearing with one another in compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience must relate in this way with people who may be strangers.
The so-called ‘hidden life’ of Jesus, those years spanning his childhood and
early adulthood, is a source of wonder and much speculation for Christians.
For many, this is born out of an aspiration toward a deeper understanding of
Jesus’ life and mission. The readings for today offer us a chance to meditate
on the community of love from which the Gospel emerged. A spirit of
sacrifice, work and solidarity are typical features that make the family of
Nazareth a model for every home. When put into practice, our own families
cannot help but emanate the light of the Gospel to the world.
Jesus, Word made flesh and splendour of the Father, you bring life to the
world. Show us your companion presence amongst us, that we might imitate
you and your common life with your family. Be for us the encouragement we
need to be made magnanimous in your sight.

Parish Events & Dates to Remember
Parish Plenary Council Discernment Meetings
Meetings will be held at All Saints Primary School Library on the following Thursday’s between
5.00 - 6.30pm:
2020: January 30th
2020: February 13th,
2020: March 12th

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.

Pope at 'Urbi et Orbi' prays for the suffering children of the world

The theme of Pope Francis’ annual Christmas Day “Urbi et Orbi” Message is “The people
who walked in darkness have seen a great light ”.
Addressing the faithful gathered in the Square on Christmas Day Pope Francis pronounced
his annual “Urbi et Orbi” Message.
Urbi et Orbi, means literally “to the city and to the world”, and as always, this year the Pope
highlighted the plight of many suffering people and nations across the globe, praying for the
peace of the Lord who has come to save us.
Referring to the theme of this year’s Message, he said that “There is darkness in human
hearts, yet the light of Christ is greater still. ”
There is darkness, he said, in “personal, family and social relationships, but the light of
Christ is greater. There is darkness in economic, geopolitical and ecological conflicts, yet
greater still is the light of Christ.”
Middle East
In particular, the Pope turned his attention to the situation of “the many children suffering
from war and conflicts in the Middle East and in various countries of the world. ”
He prayed for comfort for “the beloved Syrian people who still see no end to the hostilities
that have rent their country over the last decade, ” and appealed to governments and to the
international community “to find solutions to allow the peoples of that region to live together
in peace and security, and put an end to their unspeakable sufferings. ”
He mentioned the Holy Land, where he said, “so many people – struggling but not
discouraged – still await a time of peace, security and prosperity, ” and prayed that the Lord
may bring consolation to Iraq “amid its present social tensions, and to Yemen, suffering from
a grave humanitarian crisis.”
The Americas
Looking further afar, Pope Francis asked that the “tiny Babe of Bethlehem bring hope to the
whole American continent," May he bless the efforts of those who spare no effort to promote
justice and reconciliation and to overcome the various crises and the many forms of poverty
that offend the dignity of each person, ” he said.
Ukraine
The conflict-torn nation of Ukraine was also in Pope Francis’s thoughts who said: “May the
Redeemer of the world bring light to beloved Ukraine, which yearns for concrete solutions
for an enduring peace.”
Africa
“May the Son of God, come down to earth from heaven, protect and sustain all those who,
due to these and other injustices, are forced to emigrate in the hope of a secure life. It is
injustice that makes them cross deserts and seas that become cemeteries. It is injustice
that forces them to endure unspeakable forms of abuse, enslavement of every kind and
torture in inhumane detention camps. It is injustice that turns them away from places where
they might have hope for a dignified life, but instead find themselves before walls of
indifference.
May our hearts be softened
Finally, Pope Francis said, “May Emmanuel bring light to all the suffering members of our
human family. May he soften our often stony and self -centred hearts, and make them
channels of his love. May he bring his smile, through our poor faces, to all the children of
the world: to those who are abandoned and those who suffer violence. ”
Through our frail hands, the Pope concluded, “may He clothe those who have nothing to
wear, give bread to the hungry and heal the sick. Through our friendship, such as it is, may
He draw close to the elderly and the lonely, to migrants and the marginalized. On this joyful
Christmas Day, may He bring his tenderness to all and brighten the darkness of this world. ”
By Vatican News

