Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This Weekend: 5th January
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
P. Rowe
Minister: K-A. O’Keefe, vol pls
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: D. Baudinette
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
G. Lewis
Ministers: T. McCallum, F. Arnott, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
J & A Milani
Welcome: A & M Francis
Next Weekend: 12th January
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
P. Couttie
Minister: D. Kierce, M. Lambert
Gifts:
K. Carr
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
A. McIntyre
Reader:
B. Healy
Ministers: J. Fitzgerald, K. Loftus, K. Arnott
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome: B & M McGennisken

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

All Saints’ Parish

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finance
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $800
World Missions

Target $62,000

Church Flowers: 4/1 & 11/1 K. McNamara
Church Linen:

Total YTD 2019/20
Total YTD 2018/19

$ 30,745
$ 33,043

$ 503

29/12 J. Hall

Church Cleaning:
05/01
M. King
12/01
K. Howman, G. Lewis

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your
First Communion, at times of great celebration and at
times of great sadness.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure that the
mission and pastoral outreach that has been important
to you will continue both for today’s needs and for
those of our children, our grandchildren and beyond.
If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support: inc. EFT $ 644.20
Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

5th January
2020

Phone: 5523 1046
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

The Epiphany of
the Lord
Year A
Weekday Services 07/01 to 10/01
Tuesday:

5.00pm

Mass

Wednesday: 5.00pm

Mass

Thursday:

10.00am

Mass

Friday:

9.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

Adoration
Mass
Evening Prayer

*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Rosa Komes
Anniversaries:
Pauline De Bono, Len O’Neil, Edwin (Ted) Fox,
Frances (Sandy) Sandeman, Bob Crooks, Sheila Clynes,
Tony Shanahan, Jack Patterson, Shelley McDonald,
Therese Hallam
Prayer Requests:
Margaret Couttie, Patricia Bailey, Bruno Cancian, Noela
Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Nicky Schultz, Claire Jesser,
John Smith, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Michelle
Mutch,
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am
HEYWOOD
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
4th Sunday 8.30amm Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.00pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish
website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.
All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the
Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and

constitutional acknowledgement of first peoples

Responsorial Psalm 71
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement.
In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to earth’s bounds.
The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts
shall pay him tribute.
The kings of Sheba and Seba
shall bring him gifts.
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
all nations shall serve him.
For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor.
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the East;
and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel
verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - Matthew 2: 1 - 12
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King
Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the
infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have
come to do him homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was perturbed,
and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests
and the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was to
be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him, ‘for this is what the prophet
wrote:
And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah,
for out of you will come a leader
who will shepherd my people Israel.’
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the exact date on which the
star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and
when you have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to
what the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it
went forward and halted over the place where the child was. The sight of the star filled them with delight,
and going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him
homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But
they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different
way.

Reflection - Diane Bergant CSA
The Christmas season reaches an apex with the Epiphany. In some liturgical traditions, it is the central
celebration of Christmas. It commemorates not only the birth of Christ and the visit of the Magi, but also
his baptism in the Jordan and the manifestation of his glory at the wedding feast of Cana. In the Roman
Catholic tradition, the focus is on the visit of the Magi and the implications of that visit for the glorious
manifestation of God to all the peoples of the world.
There is a wonderful summons to alertness and presence of mind and heart, a call for all the nations to
witness the marvellous works of God that shine as light in the midst of the surrounding darkness. The
light of God is known in the ways in which the most vulnerable in the city are cared for and
acknowledged. In just action and righteousness, the city becomes the beacon of God, and all the
nations are attracted by this light. The quality of the light leads the way through the darkness and
sustains the world in goodness and peace.
The manifestation of God among us changes the ways in which we perceive each other. Christ's birth
provides us with the light by which we see a new criterion for relating. The Magi represent the multiethnic and cultural diversity in civic and parish situations, as well as the many religions of the world. All
people, regardless of race or ethnic origin, can be co-heirs with Christ.

Parish Events & Dates to Remember
Parish Plenary Council Discernment Meetings
Meetings will be held at All Saints Primary School Library on the following Thursday’s between
5.00 - 6.30pm:
2020: January 30th
2020: February 13th,
2020: March 12th

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3 hours
in the mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Planned Giving Statements
Your half yearly statements for planned giving are available at the front of the church. Can you please
pick up envelopes to save the cost of mailing. Thank you Antonella.

Hope at the heart of Pope Francis’ World Day of Peace Messages
The first day of the new year, 1 January 2020, is the Feast of Mary, Mother of God. It is also the 53rd
World Day of Peace: By Vatican News
If there is one common theme running through all of Pope Francis’ World Day of Peace messages, it is
Christian hope.
While addressing the challenges facing the modern world, and offering concrete solutions to the same,
the Pope’s messages always end up focusing on the face of Jesus, as the source of our hope and
inspiration for peaceful coexistence. 2020: Peace as a Journey of Hope: Dialogue, Reconciliation and
Ecological Conversion.

“Hope” is again at the heart of Pope Francis latest World Day of Peace message,
which opens with the statement: “Peace is a great and precious value, the object
of our hope and the aspiration of the entire human family”. Hope, writes the Pope,
is “the virtue that inspires us and keeps us moving forward, even when obstacles
seem insurmountable”.
Pope Francis acknowledges how “the terrible trials of internal and international
conflicts, often aggravated by ruthless acts of violence, have an enduring effect on
the body and soul of humanity”. “Mistrust and fear weaken relationships and
increase the risk of violence, creating a vicious circle that can never lead to a
relationship of peace”.
On the other hand, writes Pope Francis, “Peace emerges from the depths of the
human heart and political will must always be renewed, so that new ways can be
found to reconcile and unite individuals and communities”. That journey of
reconciliation “calls for patience and trust”, says the Pope. “Peace will not be
obtained unless it is hoped for”.
The world does not need empty words, continues Pope Francis, “but convinced
witnesses, peacemakers who are open to a dialogue that rejects exclusion or
manipulation”. Peace is a process that requires enduring commitment, he adds. “It
is a patient effort to seek truth and justice, to honour the memory of victims and to
open the way, step by step, to a shared hope stronger than the desire for
vengeance”.
Finally, Pope Francis refers to the recent Synod on the Pan-Amazon Region. “Faced
with the consequences of our hostility towards others, our lack of respect for our
common home or our abusive exploitation of natural resources, we are in need of
an ecological conversion”, he writes, one that will “lead us to a new way of looking
at life”.
The Pope concludes with a renewed call “for a peaceful relationship
between communities and the land, between present and past, between
experience…and hope”.

