Liturgy Rosters:
Many thanks for the wonderful works you do!
This Weekend: 23rd February
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
H. Webb
Reader:
Vol. please
Minister: M. Lambert, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
M. Gregory, H. Stevenson
Welcome: F. Mizzi
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Arnott
Reader:
I. Eichler
Ministers: T. McCallum, F. Arnott, F. Mizzi
Gifts:
K. Sullivan, J. Hall
Welcome: A & M Francis

Next Weekend: 1st March
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Leader:
L. Cooper
Reader:
D. Baudinette
Minister: A. O’Brien, K. O’Toole
Gifts:
D. Baudinette, G. Priestley
Welcome: D. Kierce
Sunday: 10.30am
Leader:
K. Howman
Reader:
P. Howman
Ministers: J. Fitzgerald, K. Loftus, K. Arnott
Gifts:
D & L Goebel
Welcome: B & M McGennisken

Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

All Saints’ Parish

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finance
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 881.00
Pledged Amount $62,400

Church Flowers: Judy Hall
Church Linen:

Total YTD 2019/20
Total YTD 2018/19

World Missions

$ 38,943
$ 42,557

$ 503

Vol. please

Church Cleaning:
23/02
The Arnott Family
01/03
M & Y Crooks

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your
First Communion, at times of great celebration and at
times of great sadness.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure that the
mission and pastoral outreach that has been important
to you will continue both for today’s needs and for
those of our children, our grandchildren and beyond.
If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The Spire” by
email, please send us an email and we can add you to a list of
subscribers

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support: inc. EFT $ 665.80
Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

23rd February
2020

Phone: 5523 1046
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes

7th Sunday
Ordinary Time
Year A
Weekday Services

25/02 to 28/02

Tuesday: 2.00pm Graveside Prayers - Rex Jennings
5.00pm Mass
Wednesday:

Thursday:

10.00am

All Saints Primary School
Mass

7.00pm

Ash Wednesday Mass

10.00am
1.00pm

Mass
Heywood Hostel Service

Friday:

9.30am Morn. Prayer & Adoration
10.00am Mass
6.00pm Evening Prayer
*Note* Funeral Masses will always take the place of
Weekday Mass for that day.
Recent Deaths:
Emmanuel Farugia, Lorraine Zordan, Rex Jennings
Anniversaries:
William Donehue, Louise Sheba, John Smith, Bob Wood,
George Kennett, William Crowe, Ron O’Brien, Dorothy
McCluskey, Ria Peperkamp, Sr Theresa Parisg, Sr Mary
Shelley, Jack Manley, Maureen O’Brien
Prayer Requests:
Bruno Cancian, Margaret Couttie, Patricia Bailey, Noela
Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Nicky Schultz, Claire Jesser,
Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Michelle Mutch,
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy
Feb 23rd

HEYWOOD
Julie & Gabrielle
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays,
9.00am Mass
4th Sunday, Lay Led Assembly, 9.00am
DARTMOOR
4th Sunday 8.30amm Mass
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.00pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish
website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.
All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the
Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and

constitutional acknowledgement of first peoples

Responsorial Psalm 102
The Lord is kind and merciful.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings.
It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion.
The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.
He does not treat us according to our sins
nor repay us according to our faults.
As far as the east is from the west
so far does he remove our sins.
As a father has compassion on his sons,
the Lord has pity on those who fear him.
The Lord is kind and merciful.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Whoever keeps the word of Christ,
grows perfect in the love of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - Matthew 5: 38 -48
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how it was said: Eye for eye and
tooth for tooth. But I say this to you: offer the wicked man no resistance. On
the contrary, if anyone hits you on the right cheek, offer him the other as well;
if a man takes you to law and would have your tunic, let him have your cloak
as well. And if anyone orders you to go one mile, go two miles with him. Give
to anyone who asks, and if anyone wants to borrow, do not turn away.
‘You have learnt how it was said: You must love your neighbour and hate
your enemy. But I say this to you: love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you; in this way you will be sons of your Father in heaven, for he
causes his sun to rise on bad men as well as good, and his rain to fall on
honest and dishonest men alike. For if you love those who love you, what
right have you to claim any credit? Even the tax collectors do as much, do they not? And if you save
your greetings for your brothers, are you doing anything exceptional? Even the pagans do as much, do
they not? You must therefore be perfect just as your heavenly Father is perfect.’

Reflection - Diane Bergant CSA
At times it seems we have rewritten the ‘Golden Rule’ to say: Do unto others before they can do unto
you! In saying this we are not encouraging each other to do good, but to be defensive. Jesus tells us to
go the extra mile, turn the other cheek, outdo ourselves in generosity and rise above the fray. He is not
suggesting that we allow ourselves to be abused, but that we not perpetuate the antagonism out of
which the mistreatment arose. He is not advocating passivity, but he is saying that we should not
retaliate. Jesus is describing what we today would call active non-resistance, the attitude taught by
Gandhi and Martin Luther King.
We are familiar with the answer to the question: Who is my neighbour? We usually interpret it to mean
those we do not particularly like. It is important to love them, to be kind to them, to help them when they
are in need. But these are not the people whom Jesus is talking about in today’s reading. He tells us that
the neighbours whom we are to love are those people who do not like us. We are to love those who
deliberately exclude us from their social circles, who talk about us behind our backs. We are to love
those who make us feel that we are not good enough for them, those who resent us for our
accomplishments. We are to love those who exploit us or do us harm. This is indeed a radical teaching.

Parish Events & Dates to Remember
This weekend Fr Greg will commission all our Parish school staff as part of our entry
into 2020 academic year. We pray in thanks giving for the vital mission of our Parish
school in the local mission of the Church.

Parish Plenary Council Discernment Meetings
The final meeting will be held at All Saints Primary School Library on:
Thursday March 12th - 5.00 - 6.30pm
Briny Bunch Activity:

Sunday 23rd February

Adult Faith Education:

Tuesday, 25th of February, 5:30pm. Contact jphowman@gmail.com for
the location. This week; Church Fathers: Clement of Alexandria & Origen.

World Day of Prayer:

Friday 6th March, Salvation Army 10.30am

Aglow International Australia
Aglow Portland is a Christian interdenominational group meeting for men and women.
Next meeting Thursday 5th March @ 10am, Yacht Club Portland. All welcome.
Enquiries: Ilona Eichler 55234136

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3 hours
in the mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Lenten Prayer Group
Di Kierce will be facilitating a time of prayer each Wednesday during Lent, starting Wednesday March 4
between 1.30pm and 3.00pm at 9, All welcome to attend. Please contact Di 0427 946053.
World Day of Prayer
World Day of Prayer, Friday 6th March, Salvation Army 10.30am
The country of focus for this year is Zimbabwe, with the theme of the service being ‘Rise! Take your
mat and walk!’
World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by Christian women who welcome all to join
in prayer and action for peace and justice. In 2020, prayer services will be held in over 150 countries.
Southern Stars Family Group
Our next Southern Stars activity will be a picnic lunch, on Sunday 1st of March between 1230 hrs and
1430 hrs approximately, on the patio at 62 Kerrs Rd. Please BYO food, foldup chairs and something to
share. The children will be able to visit the horses, sheep and chooks. In case of rain we will conduct
the activity inside the house.
Vatican News - Pope at Audience: Meekness unites us, anger drives us apart
At the Wednesday General Audience, Pope Francis reflects on Jesus’ invitation to meekness in the
third Beatitude, and urges Christians to be people of mercy and hope.
Turning his attention to the third Beatitude of Matthew’s Gospel – “Blessed are the meek, for they shall
inherit the earth” – Pope Francis said a meek person is kind and shuns violence, refusing to grow angry
when passions run high.
“Anyone can seem meek when all is calm,” he told pilgrims, “but how do we react when ‘under
pressure’ or are attacked, offended, or assaulted?”
Jesus, said the Pope, is a model of meekness especially in how He suffered the Passion.
The Pope went on to describe the traits of a meek disciple of Christ.
“He or she has learned to defend their peace, their relationship with God, and the gifts of God: mercy,
fraternity, trust, and hope.”
Anger, said Pope Francis, is the opposite of meekness, and destroys many important things when left
uncontrolled.
“Anger has caused many brothers to cease speaking to one another,” he said. “Meekness unites; anger
divides.”
A person who is meek, concluded the Pope, is able to “win over hearts and save friendships, because
people get angry but then they calm down.”
“This is how we can rebuild relationships with meekness.” - by Devin Watkins

Project Compassion Sunday
23rd March 2020
Please take home a Project Compassion set of donation envelopes and support Caritas
Australia this Lenten season themed “Go Further Together”. Your generosity will assist
some of the world’s most vulnerable communities to lift themselves out of poverty. When we
Go Further Together in love and compassion, the whole world thrives.
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, or by phoning 1800 024 413 or visiting
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion.

