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Year A
A Message from Fr Gregory:

Our Finance
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 841.00
Pledged Amount $62,400
Total YTD 2019/20
Total YTD 2018/19

$ 45,463
$ 47,752

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532

Presbytery Account
Priest support:

inc. EFT $ 583.70

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can be
made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being. Keep me well, and hope
filled always. Holy Spirit use me
in my situation, for the good of
others. Amen.

Phone: 5523 1046 Mobile 0475 512530
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm

During this time of when we are unable to gather to
celebrate the Eucharist, I wish to assure you that you
are constantly in my prayers and I ask you to pray for
me and for one another.
I you need to contact me for any reason please do so
via email or by mobile (listed opposite).
We will continue to send out the weekly bulletin via
email. If you know of anyone who may want to receive
the Spire please ask them to do so via email.

All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish
website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.

Over the coming weeks we will endeavor to point you
in the direction of online resources that you may use
to assist you in your ongoing spiritual life, not being
able to attend Mass does not make us any less Catholic.
With kind regards and prayers.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the
Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and

constitutional acknowledgement of first peoples

Responsorial Psalm 22
The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit.
He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would I fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort.

Prayer of Spiritual Communion:

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

All Saints’ Parish Office
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

Recent Deaths:
Ray McCluskey, Margaret McCarthy, Angelo Bagnato,
Hope Wilson
Anniversaries:
Stanley Toleman, Christopher Mugavin, Bessie Sevilla,
Margaret Mizzi, Alice Tobin, Joyce Jakubik, Josie Kelly,
Cheryl Leonard, Michael Mugavin, Elizabeth Moroney,
Dan McCabe, Fr Leo Baker, Nancy Walsh, Ted Pound,
john Fothergill, John Arundell, Michael Couttie, June
Green
Prayer Requests:
Bruno Cancian, Margaret Couttie, Patricia Bailey, Noela
Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Nicky Schultz, Claire Jesser,
Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, Michelle Mutch,
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

You have prepared a banquet for me
In the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing.
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
for ever and ever.
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Gospel Acclamation
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel verses, are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gospel Connections - John 9:1. 6-9. 13-17. 34-38
As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. He spat on
the ground, made a paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind
man and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means
‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed himself, and came away with his
sight restored.
His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this
the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others
said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am the man.’
They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a
sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when
the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed,
and I can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: he does not keep the
sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was disagreement among
them. So they spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself, now that he has
opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.
‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner through and through, since you were born!’
And they drove him away.
Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the
Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are
looking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him.

Reflection - Dianne Bergant CSA
Humans see and judge by appearances, but God looks into the heart, and there finds the real person.
God’s standards are not superficial, as are so many of the standards of the world. It is not age, beauty or
physical strength that is important; it is not social position or religious role that is preferred. God chooses
whom God chooses. God saw in David, the insignificant shepherd, the potential for being the chief
shepherd of his people. The man who was born blind became the one through whom others would see
the mighty works of God. Yet, neither young David nor the man in the gospel made the initial step; each
simply responded with openness to God’s choice of him.
By what criteria do we judge others? Do we consider some people too insignificant for greatness? Are
we overly concerned with status? Do we categorise people according to the disease or physical
limitation that they must endure? Do we sometimes blame them for their disability? Do our eyes
perceive life in accord with the standards of a materialistic, body-orientated, pleasure-seeking society?
Or do we look into the other’s heart, as God does?
As with the other scrutiny Sundays, catechumens and long-standing members alike are exhorted to
make a choice. Jesus is the one who gives sight to blind eyes and religious insight to those open to
receive it. However, there is a price to pay. Will it be the standards of the world, or the power of God in
Jesus Christ?

Living the Gospel – Lenten Light
The story of the man born blind is a perfect choice for the Lenten season. During this season we are
invited once again to open our eyes to Jesus; to step out of darkness and into the light; to look towards
the future with hope and not despair. When we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus at the Easter vigil, we
celebrate the coming of the Light of the World into our lives. This annual call to turn away from darkness
and walk in the light is a powerful and poetic call to focus our lives on the way of Jesus.
All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3 hours
in the mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.

Wednesday 18 March 2020
Prayerful greetings to the people of God across Victoria,
This morning, the Prime Minister announced that non-essential indoor gatherings will be limited to 100 people, and
outdoor events of more than 500 people will be disallowed, effective today. Given the seriousness of COVID-19, we
support this measure as being responsible and sensible, and we encourage everyone to follow public safety guidelines
respectfully.
The Bishops of the Province of Victoria have given this prayerful and considered reflection, and have determined the
following actions:
Immediate suspension of public liturgies, celebrations of the Mass, until further notice.
diocesan authority.
We are very aware that this restriction will be particularly difficult for families who are planning liturgies such as
funerals, weddings and baptisms. At this time, so long as appropriate precautions are able to be put in place (such as
distancing between participants), it may be possible for these liturgies to proceed with a carefully limited
congregation. Deferring these liturgies may also be an option that is offered to families.
In light of this, all Catholics in Victoria are dispensed from their Sunday obligation until further notice (canon 1248).
We encourage you to continue active participation in the life of the Church, through activities such as time in
personal and family prayer, reflecting on the Scriptures, making a spiritual communion, or participating in a Mass
online (http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand or https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass or www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass).
All of this is happening during the Season of Lent, a time of preparation for the Easter mysteries. While we are
invited to be self-sacrificial at this time, we must remember the words of Jesus upon appearing before his disciples
after his resurrection: Again and again he said ‘peace be with you.’ (Jn 20:19) Let us not panic, nor be anxious, nor
reduce ourselves to caring only for ourselves. This is a time to be sensible, practical, prayerful, and to share Christ’s
peace with those who are struggling to feel calm and safe.
Thank you for all your patience, prayers and resilience.

