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2nd Sunday of Easter

18th & 19th April 2020

RECENT DEATHS: Michael Bowden (Darwin)
ANNIVERSARIES: Clare Bourke McCluskey, Mary Howard
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Chris Delaney, Patricia Moloney
(Names placed on the sick list will remain for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified)

SUPPORTING OUR PARISHES:
Thank you for your ongoing support of our Parishes.

Sunday Mass
There are opportunities to participate in Sunday Mass online through
youtube and facebook eg: St Joseph’s Warrnambool, along with Mass
for you at home on Channel 10 ~ Sunday at 10am, and repeated on
Foxtel Ch 17 AURURA through the day and week.

St. Thomas the Apostle
and St. Colman’s Parishes
acknowledge and respect the
traditional custodians of this
land the Kirrae Wuurong people.
WEEKEND MASS TIMES
ST THOMAS’ TERANG
Saturday
6.00 pm
Sunday
10.30 am
ST COLMAN’S MORTLAKE
Sunday
9.00 am

Next Weeks Readings:
25th & 26th April 2020
1st read: Acts 2: 22-33
2nd read: 1 Pet 1: 17-21
Gospel: Lk 24: 13-35

Thank you!
Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for supporting
Project Compassion 2020. If you still have your Project
Compassion box or set of envelopes at home, please bring them back next week
or visit www.caritas.org.au to make your donation online.
Through your generosity you will be empowering the world’s most
vulnerable communities to grow stronger and share their strengths with
their communities to lift themselves out of poverty.www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion #projectcompassion 1800 024 413
Notices need to be at St. Thomas’ Parish Office by 10.00 am next Friday

Reflection on the Gospel-Easter 2A

(John 20:19-31)
-Veronica Lawson RSM

Not so long ago we used to speak of the Sundays “after” Easter. The
terminology has changed and we now speak of the Sundays “of” Easter.
In other words, we now recognise that the liturgical readings and prayers
for each Sunday between Easter and Pentecost invite us into different
movements of the one great symphony of resurrection faith.
Today’s gospel tells of fear and joy and blessing. We bring our present
experience of pandemic into dialogue with all of this.
The first scene in today’s gospel has the disciples hiding behind closed
doors “for fear” of those who had handed Jesus over to be executed by the
Roman authorities. As supporters of someone executed on a political
charge, they had reason to be fearful. Jesus appears among them, offers
a greeting of peace, and tells them that he has been sent by God, his
“Father”. They receive from him the gift of the Holy Spirit. He sends them
in turn to bring peace and to mediate the forgiveness of God through the
power of the Spirit. The story invites us as believers to place ourselves in
the shoes of the earliest disciples. It invites us to be open to receive the
gift of the Spirit, to emerge from behind the doors that close us in on
ourselves and that prevent us from rising above the fear of reprisals in
the pursuit of justice and peace.
The second and third scenes in today’s gospel focus on Thomas who was
not with the other disciples when Jesus first appeared in their midst.
Thomas seems to trust only his own experience. We all know people like
Thomas. They test our patience because they seem to lack imagination.
Then they make big statements when they come around to understanding
what everyone else has known for a while. If we think, however, that those
who hear in the first place are any better than Thomas, we need to note
that the doors are still closed eight days later! The simple fact of knowing
has not dispelled the fears. Even those who do believe and trust often need
time to take the gospel message on board.
All three readings this Sunday affirm those who believe without “seeing”.
In the reading from Acts, many who had not seen the risen Jesus are
drawn to the community of faith-filled believers. The community addressed
in 1 Peter have “never seen him [the Christ]” and yet they love him and are
filled with inexpressible joy. In the gospel, we too are declared blessed:
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe”,
As we continue to celebrate Easter, we join with the global
community in celebrating the 50th annual Earth Day on Wednesday of this
week. The theme for 2020 is climate action. We have dispelled our fears,
listened to the science on Coronavirus and taken courageous action. We
might pray for the same courageous action to save our planetary home.

