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Year A
Recent Deaths: Patricia Bailey
Anniversaries: Peter West, Greg Pound, Carmen del
Fierro, Kevin Kelly, Maria Pietschmann, Stan Gliszcynski,
Myra Proudfoot, Trudy Van Lammeren, Sr Christine Daly,
Kerrin Hurley, Ray Mizzi, Mary Jean Murphy, Douglas
Vicary
Prayer Requests: Bruno Cancian, Margaret Couttie,
Patricia Bailey, Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Nicky
Schultz, Claire Jesser, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray,
Michelle Mutch,
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish
website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.
All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the
Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and

constitutional acknowledgement of first peoples

NATIONAL ANZAC DAY MASS 2020
Military Ordinary Australia

The current and developing spread of the coronavirus COVID 19 in our community has demanded
significant and deliberate responses to limit the spread of the infection. This has included
limitations imposed both Federal and State/Territory Governments on the numbers of people
assembling.
Following that advice and being mindful that the number that usually attends the National ANZAC
Day Mass far exceeds the limit defined by the Government declaration I have decided to cancel
the public celebration of Mass on Anzac Day in St. Christopher’s Cathedral this year. I would also
note that a great many of those who habitually participate in this Mass are of an age that
increases the seriousness of the consequences on their health should they become infected.
There are two principal elements for our gathering to celebrate Mass on this day each year. One is
to offer Mass for the repose of the souls of those who have died in battle or as a result of service
to our beloved country. The other is to implore the grace of peace between all the nations of this
world. While we cannot gather to celebrate the Mass this year for these intentions, we can and
must spend the time in prayer for both of those intentions. This is, after all, only a reflection of the
duty so generously given by those who have served us and those who continue to serve. Our
promise to remember them takes many forms and for us especially our dedicated prayer for the
repose of their souls is a precious remembrance and duty. Let us overcome the gloom of our
sadness by embracing the light of Hope that accompanies the Lord’s promise of eternal life.
Please God we will be able to gather together once more for this specific purpose next year.
Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine on them. May their souls rest in
peace.

World Mother Earth Day as a time to reflect - Andrew Hamilton Eureka Street
Like everything else in the world, dedicated days have histories that witness to change. World
Mother Earth Day is no exception. Its early origins lay in Earth Day. It brought together the
environmental groups in the United States that grew in strength after Rachel Carson’s seminal
book, Silent Spring and later major pollution. The movement and the Day, held on 22nd April,
focused on the delicate relationships that constituted the natural world and and the need to protect
and nurture them. Its impetus echoed the Romantic celebration of the beauty of nature.
In 2010 the United Nations built on
Earth Day by instituting its own World
Day on 22nd April, calling it World
Mother Earth Day. The naming was
largely an initiative of some Latin
American governments, and reflected
the cultural and religious respect for
Mother Earth. The image expanded
the earlier focus on the natural
environment as distinct from human
beings by seeing them as dependent
on and nurtured by it. It teased out the
relationships that placed human
beings within the natural world.

In May 2015 Pope Francis published Laudato Si, in which he stressed the urgent need for
conversion and action to save the environment in the face of human-made global warming. He later
named May as a month for Catholics to reflect and act on the message of the document. He, too,
described the earth as mother.
The document both narrowed and broadened the focus on relationships. It narrowed it by
emphasising the value of each human being and the importance of the relationships on which their
flourishing depended. It expanded the focus by considering the systemic factors — economic,
governmental, cultural — that encouraged or damaged human flourishing. He showed that
environmental vandalism and the gross inequality of the poor were correlative, both reflecting
relationships poisoned by greed and apathy. He concluded that the cry of the earth and the cry of
the poor were signs of a world that needed healing. They had to be heard and responded to
together.
Over fifty years our view of the relationships involved in the concept of the environment has
broadened and deepened. The change has partly been in response to traumatic events like oil
spills, drought, melting ice caps, bush fires and rising sea levels.
This year the celebration of Mother Earth Day encourages us to reflect on how the COVID-19
pandemic and our response to it has shaped the interrelationships on the wellbeing of the world
and of human beings in it depends.
'This year Mother Earth invites us to consider one of the smallest of her creatures.'
The lessons are many. In the first place we and coronavirus share the same world. Its ancestors
preceded ours and its descendants will outlive our generation. The relationships that made it
unlikely that it would mutate to affect human beings were delicate and disturbed by poverty, the
destruction of natural habitats, and global trade in wild animal meat. We have now seen the cost of
these things and must address their causes.
Though small, too, the coronavirus showed the limitations of human power, ingenuity, weaponry
and technology. It shut down nations, upset economies and has the cleverest scientists struggling
to catch up. We have now seen that our economies and cultures are dependent on a network of
relationships that reach to the smallest organisms. They need to be respected.
The response to the pandemic has shown the shallowness of received wisdom about human
flourishing. The idea that this is achieved by the competitive zeal of individuals in search of profit,
and is demonstrated by economic growth, is now discredited. The response recognized that people
needed to sacrifice their individual goods in order for the whole community, including themselves, to
flourish.

Although social distancing cost jobs, income and created anxiety it was accepted because the
good of individuals was subordinated to the common good. The alien nature of such shibboleths
as achieving budgetary surpluses, paring government spending and refusing government support to struggling businesses was exposed. Economics served human flourishing, was not identical with it.
The fact that emissions have fallen sharply during this period of social distancing has shown
both how possible it is to attend to the cry of mother earth and how costly it will be to refuse to
do so. It invites us to deploy the same energy and solidarity to protect our environment as we
have in this emergency.
The response showed also that between state and individuals lie communities, large and small,
on whose benevolence and altruism a nation relies. Doctors, nurses and other health workers
who were prepared to risk their own lives to attend to the sick have rightly been celebrated. So
should be other groups that have given themselves to make social distancing bearable.
The pandemic has created possibilities. It also leaves the risk that as a world we may attend to
the cry of the poor. It has already been seen in the failure to care for refugees, prisoners, the
homeless and the long term and visiting unemployed. If they are left to take their chances they
will be a natural seedbed for a return of the coronavirus.
This year Mother Earth invites us to consider one of the smallest of her creatures. It also invites
us to imagine a world in which our human relationships with our environment are just and the
cries of the poor and the earth turn to laughter.
Andrew Hamilton is consulting editor of Eureka Street.
Main image: Woman among tropical leaves (Getty images/David Trood)
Bayview AGM - 23rd April 2020
The AGM was conducted this week through video conferencing.
Retiring members: The former Chair David Stafford retired after 10 years on the Board
and Trudy Thorp
New elected office members: Nikki Edwards (Chairperson), Rev. Gregory AD Tait (Deputy
Chair) and new member Jeff Primmer (Board member representing Loreto Institute)
Continuing Board members: Robert Errey, Tara Pritchard, Jacinta Johnson, Marg Donald,
Pastor Stan Rudowski, Rev. Ross Stafford, Rev. Jon Rulton
You will be able to watch online services at the following links:
St Patrick's Cathedral Parish, Ballarat:

Mass live streamed on Patrick’s Cathedral facebook page.
Mass Western Border Parish: Website www.westernborder.church or FaceBook page: Western Border
Catholic Parish
Mass for You at Home: This program has been allowing the faithful to participate in Mass from their homes for
many years. Mass for You at Home is broadcast on Eleven and Network Ten on Sundays and Aurora Channel on
Foxtel every day.

Planned Giving for Parish Account

Presbytery Account

Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 852.00

Priest support:

Pledged Amount $62,400

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:

Total YTD 2019/20: $48,687
Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB:
083 532
Account No.
5159 81661

inc. EFT $ 650

Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB:
083 526
Account No.
24476 6002

