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Year A
Recent Deaths:
Anniversaries:
Jean Gracias, Neil Pritchard, John Cassie, Elizabeth
Alexander, Dawn McIntyre, Allan Carman, Evelyn Ness,
George Kempton, Jim Cassie, Jimmy Natale, Desmond
O’Neil, Jack McNamara, Dot Grimshaw, Joan Rivett,
Margaret Sherman, Clarrie Tonkin, Mary Betts
Prayer Requests: Bruno Cancian, Margaret Couttie,
Patricia Bailey, Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Nicky
Schultz, Claire Jesser, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray,
Michelle Mutch,

Phone: 5523 1046 Mobile 0475 512530
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish
website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.
All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the
Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and

constitutional acknowledgement of first peoples

If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you

Caritas Online Concert – May 9
On Saturday, May 9, Australian singer, songwriter and musician, Gary Pinto will lead a free online concert for
Project Compassion. Gary wrote a song for Project Compassion titled “Walk With Me” this year and wanted
to do more to help so he is bringing Australian and international musicians together in support of Caritas
Australia. Through this free concert, he is urging thousands of school children, teachers, churches and
families across Australia during this challenging time, to stand in solidarity with those most vulnerable to
COVID-19. Please share the “Loungeroom Sessions” concert details with your community. This is a great
opportunity for our community to reach out, to demonstrate the concern of ordinary Australians, Catholics
and others, to be there for the most vulnerable in our world at this time of fear. You can find more details on
the concert and view the great artist line-up at caritas.org.au/loungeroomsessions. To view the concert,
supporters will need to register at livemusic2u.com/loungeroomsessions/. See media release attached. Let’s
go further, together (but at safe distance)! Thank you for the work you are all doing for Project Compassion it is much appreciated. Sue Searls Diocesan Director, Caritas Australia
You will be able to watch online services at the following links:
St Patrick's Cathedral Parish, Ballarat:
Mass live streamed on Patrick’s Cathedral facebook page.

Mass Western Border Parish: Website www.westernborder.church or FaceBook page: Western Border Catholic
Parish
Mass for You at Home: This program has been allowing the faithful to participate in Mass from their homes for many
years. Mass for You at Home is broadcast on Eleven and Network Ten on Sundays and Aurora Channel on Foxtel every
day.

LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO THE FAITHFUL FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

First Prayer
The month of May is approaching, a time when the People of God
O Mary, You shine continuously on our journey
express with particular intensity their love and devotion for the
as a sign of salvation and hope.
Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional in this month to pray the Rosary We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at
at home within the family. The restrictions of the pandemic have
the foot of the cross,
made us come to appreciate all the more this “family” aspect, also
were united with Jesus’ suffering,
and persevered in your faith.
from a spiritual point of view.
For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the
beauty of praying the Rosary at home in the month of May. This can
be done either as a group or individually; you can decide according to
your own situations, making the most of both opportunities. The key
to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also on the internet to
find good models of prayers to follow.

“Protectress of the Roman people”,
you know our needs,
nd we know that you will provide,
so that, as at Cana in Galilee,
joy and celebration may return
after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,

I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the to conform ourselves to the will of the Father and to do
what Jesus tells us.
end of the Rosary, and that I myself will pray in the month of May, in
For he took upon himself our suffering,
spiritual union with all of you. I include them with this letter so that
and burdened himself with our sorrows
they are available to everyone.
Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of Christ with the
heart of Mary our Mother will make us even more united as a spiritual
family and will help us overcome this time of trial. I keep all of you in
my prayers, especially those suffering most greatly, and I ask you,
please, to pray for me. I thank you, and with great affection I send you
my blessing.
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020
Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist
Pope Francis

to bring us, through the cross,
to the joy of the Resurrection.
Amen.
We fly to your protection,
O Holy Mother of God;
Do not despise our petitions
in our necessities,
but deliver us always
from every danger,
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.

Second Prayer
“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”.
In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God and our Mother, and
seek refuge under your protection.
Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their
loved ones who have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply. Be close to those who are concerned for their loved
ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with hope those who are troubled
by the uncertainty of the future and the consequences for the economy and employment.
Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this great suffering may end and that hope and peace may
dawn anew. Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts
be opened to confidence and trust.
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of this emergency, and are risking their lives to
save others. Support their heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and continued health.
Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to
help and support everyone.
Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that they may find effective solutions to overcome
this virus.
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking the basic necessities of
life and may devise social and economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and solidarity.
Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on
promoting effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future.
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to recognize the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit
of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty and need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.
Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free
us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course.
To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary.
Amen.
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Easter has been different this year - Michael McGirr
We missed that wonderful moment when the Easter Candle is lit from a new fire and brought into a
darkened church. The Church becomes a cradle of light. This is our faith.
This year, Michael McGirr decided, if we could not come to the candle, then the candle could
come to us!
Michael took 17 pictures from his neighbourhood, and wrote prayers to accompany them. Each
one is a reminder that Jesus is alive among us wherever we happen to be, whoever we happen to
be.
Below is a taste of these prayers and images. All 17 Prayers can be found here https://
www.garrattpublishing.com.au/pdf/ACandleInIsolation-MichaelMcGirr.pdf
THE LITTLE LIBRARY
Loving God, when you appeared to your
disciples, you prepared a barbeque of fish for
them at the side of the lake. In these days, we
are seeing many signs of people sharing
simple things with each other — neighbours
caring for neighbours. May we enjoy your
presence in ordinary moments of giving.

THE RETIREMENT HOME
Loving God, we pray for those who are old and
lonely. We pray for those family and friends who
pay them ‘window visits.’ May we have hearts large
enough to hold all your people. May we treasure
our parents and grandparents. We pray for all the
sick throughout the world

Planned Giving for Parish Account

Presbytery Account

Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 225.00

Priest support:

Pledged Amount $62,400

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:

Total YTD 2019/20: $48,994
Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB:
083 532
Account No.
5159 81661

inc. EFT $ 86.00

Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB:
083 526
Account No.
24476 6002

