“The Spire“

Shared Table Project - Fr Michael McKinnon - Lima Peru
The $52 annual gift to the Project will take place in the month of July. Please put the $52 in an envelope
marked Shared Table and your name and address and email and put on Collection Plate or drop off at
Outreach. If you are a new parishioner and would like to donate $52 to feed the children in Peru, you
are most welcome to join our generous band of helpers. This is our 15th year. Any further information
Marg Herbertson - the Parish Co-ordinator of Shared Table Project. Mobile 0447617467.
Plenary Council Update
The journey to the Plenary Council 2020 continues. While it’s in a context more different than we could
have ever expected, the need to pray, discern and listen to the Holy Spirit and each other is more
important than ever.
New Assembly Dates announced: Have you heard the news? We’ve locked in our new dates for the
Plenary Council Assembly 1 and 2!. Read the full media release here: https://
mediablog.catholic.org.au/dates-locked-in-for-plenary-council-assemblies/#more-8501
Discernment Papers: The six discernment papers have been released and are available to be
read. The National Plenary Facilitation Team will soon release resources to assist parishes and
communities to explore each of the papers. Here in the diocese, we will endeavour to look at one
paper for a month. For the month of July we will look at HOW IS GOD CALLING US TO BE A
CHRIST-CENTRED CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA THAT IS Missionary & Evangelising? ‘Mission’ is
God's initiative and proceeds from the Trinity, whose love overflows in creation and redemption. The
Word and Spirit are present and active in the unfolding of the universe and in all human history, as
evidenced in the goodness and truth found in all cultures and societies. The incarnate Son of God
through his life, ministry, death and resurrection revealed God to us and redeemed us in a unique
and unsurpassable way through his paschal sacrifice. His evangelising activity gave birth to the
Church which is the visible manifestation of the Gospel command to "Go, therefore, make disciples
of all the nations” (Mt 28:19). Have a read of the discernment paper, think about your parish and the
diocese in general. We welcome any comments. Please send through to
jane.collins@ballarat.catholic.org.au.
Read the discernment paper: https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
Visit the Missionary and Evangelising theme’s page: https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
themes/missionary/

Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 1,280.00
Pledged Amount $62,400
Total YTD 2020/21: $ 1,777
Total YTD 2019/20: $ 2,083
Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support: inc. EFT $ 430.45
Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002
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Ordinary Time
Year A

Phone: 5523 1046
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
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Weekly Mass Times 15/07 to 20/07
Portland - All Saints
Wednesday:

5.00pm

Mass

Friday:

10.00am

Mass

6.00pm

Mass

10.30am

Mass

Saturday:
Sunday:

Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Friday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish
website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.
All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the
Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and

constitutional acknowledgement of first peoples

Please note: Each Parishioner will need to book which
mass they would like to attend for that week. Booking will
take place by calling Fr Greg on 0475 512 530.

Anyone wishing to receive Holy
Communion at home, please
contact Fr Greg on
0475 512 530

Recent Deaths:
Anniversaries:
Stephen McNamara, Win Fidler, Bill Ough, Rocela (Sally)
Stanton, John Matuschka, Bert Van Heugten, Aileen
McCarrie, Laurence Vella, Iris Clarke, Maria Lamplough,
Pat Marriner, Doris Mizzi, Helen Sobey, Brian Guthridge,
Norma Oakley, Ken Bridges, Audrey Downey,
Prayer Requests:
Bruno Cancian, Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford,
Les Hildebrand, Nicky Schultz, Claire Jesser, Lea-anne
Bourke, Rudy Legray, Michelle Mutch,
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella at
the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may
ask for names to be added: Thank you
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

The teaching of the
parable of the sower is as
true for us today as it was
in its original context. The
word of the kingdom
continues to fall on people
who are at various stages
of readiness to receive it.
What Jesus suggests to
his disciples – and to us –
is that the ‘good soil’ can’t
always be predicted. Jesus doesn’t tell his disciples
to only sow the word in people who are receptive.
Rather, he wants them – and us – to scatter the
word everywhere and to rejoice when it does find
good soil and yields a rich harvest.

You will are still able to watch online services at the following links:
St Patrick's Cathedral Parish, Ballarat:

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your First Communion,
at times of great celebration and at times of great sadness.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure that the mission and
pastoral outreach that has been important to you will continue both for today’s needs and for those of our children, our
grandchildren and beyond.

Mass live streamed on Patrick’s Cathedral facebook page.
St Mary’s Hamilton: Sunday Mass - Go to YouTube and search for ”St Mary’s Hamilton”
Mass for You at Home: This program has been allowing the faithful to participate in Mass from their homes for many years.
Mass for You at Home is broadcast on Eleven and Network Ten on Sundays and Aurora Channel on Foxtel every day.

Age and attitude - Gillian Bouras
My parents married during the war. Both my grandmothers were present on
that bleak winter’s day in Melbourne, and I have a photograph of them
looking old. The weather and the fashions of the time did not help, but they
looked much older than 48 and 58. They had been born in the decade from
1885-95, however, and women born then could expect to live to be 51, men
to be only 47.
Both grandmothers and my grandfather lived longer than average, attitudes
towards ageing have changed, often not for the better, and most white Australians these days expect to
see 80.
Writer Thomas Keneally, himself 84, recently expressed his approval of the Shakespearian metaphor: all
the world’s a stage. But he could not cope, he said, with the popular and prevailing idea that all the
world’s a market, a notion that connects retirement with a lack of productivity, and one that has taken on
particular significance during this period of coronavirus. Boris Johnson’s adviser, Dominic Cummings, is
alleged to have said that the British government’s strategy was herd immunity and protection of the
economy: ‘If that means some pensioners die, too bad.’
This statement was made at the end of February, and was speedily denied, but mortality statistics in
Britain’s nursing homes since support the idea of the neglect and stereotyping of older people, and age
has long been presented as a societal burden for western countries. Captain Tom Moore might be
interested in this point of view: he is the Englishman who started a sponsored walk in his garden as a
fund-raising project in the month before his 100th birthday, an effort that culminated in the raising of 32
million pounds for Britain’s NHS.
The thoughts of Cummings and others reached Greece during the time of the Health Ministry’s regular
reports to the nation, and were not well-received. Professor Tsiodras, the Ministry’s chief spokesman, an
expert on infectious diseases, and a religious, deeply humane man, became quite emotional during one
telecast. He pointed out that our identity depends on our parents and our grandparents.
As such, I think it is not only our duty to look after the aged, but a task that brings its own reward in the
form of companionship, expressed wisdom, and guidance as to how to manage life’s testing times. I
have always had friends decades older than I, and those friendships have been a privilege.
'Grandparents also play a vital role in transmitting the culture. As mine did: it is no exaggeration to say
that I think of them and their wisdom on most days, and it is now one of my pleasures to tell my Greek
grandchildren about their Australian great-great-grandparents.'
Different cultures have different attitudes. Italy is the European nation with the largest proportion of
people aged over 65 in its population: 22.75 per cent (2018). Portugal and Greece follow with just on 22
per cent. Compare these figures with Australia’s of the same year: 15.66 per cent. In Mediterranean
countries, where three-generation households are still common, grandparents, usually held in high
esteem, help support the family in all sorts of ways, from child-minding to home maintenance and
cooking, which frees parents to be more effective earners of much-needed cash. Grandparents also play
a vital role in transmitting the culture. As mine did: it is no exaggeration to say that I think of them and
their wisdom on most days, and it is now one of my pleasures to tell my Greek grandchildren about their
Australian great-great-grandparents.
And the old remain good at finding solutions to problems. Just before the lockdown started, a friend of
my son’s drove to his parents’ village north of Athens. Both parents are well into their 70s, so son
explained carefully what they could and couldn’t do. They still lead traditional lives, are largely selfsufficient, but have given up keeping animals. ‘No visiting, socialising, or church,’ said Panos, ‘and no
popping along to the supermarket.’
‘Just a minute,’ queried Baba, ‘I take all my pills with milk, so I have to go to the supermarket.’
‘Absolutely not,’ came the reply. ‘You’re going to have to take your pills with water or black tea,
whatever.’ And Panos left.
A week or so later, he thought he’d better check on the situation. So he rang up. Mama answered the
phone. ‘How’s everything?’
‘Everything’s fine, and Baba is still taking his pills with milk.’
The reaction from Panos was apparently loud and predictable. ‘What did I say about not going to the
supermarket?’
‘Calm down,’ said Mama. ‘We don’t go to the supermarket. We’ve bought a goat.’

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3 hours
in the mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Australian Catholic Men’s Gathering
The Australian Catholic Bishop’s Conference National Catholic Men’s Gathering for 2020 is now being
offered as an online event for registered participants on Saturday, July 31. The aim of the program is
to inspire and encourage all Catholic men with a vision for personal discipleship, service and mission in
the family, parish, diocese and the world. This modified program will be delivered in four pre-recorded
sessions of approximately 1 hour in length. Each session will offer input from a variety of speakers and
musicians, along with a response and questions for group discussion or individual reflection. The
program offers flexibility so that you may participate individually or gather with others from your parish/
diocese or men’s ministry group. This is a free event. For the event program and registration
information go to www.catholicmensgathering.com.au.

Sea Sunday Appeal
Sunday, July 12, 2020 is Sea Sunday, when the church prays for those who live and work at sea.
There will be a national Appeal for Stella Maris, Apostleship of the Sea, the official maritime welfare
agency of the Catholic Church. Donations will provide practical and spiritual support to seafarers in
these challenging times of COVID-19.
Please give generously. Go to www.aos-australia.org/sea-sunday-appeal/

Prayers for Seafarers
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Have mercy on all seafarers
Our Father. . .
Hail Mary. . .
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Pray for us
St Peter, Pray for us
St Andrew, Pray for us.
Let us pray
O God, in Your kindness, lead all seafarers
through the perils of the ocean and bring them
back in safety to their homes and friends. Guide
them through the many temptations their way of
life occasions. Inspire them to make fruitful use
of the clubs and chapels Your Church has established for them, and grant that they may learn to
love and follow You with strength and loyalty
through Christ Our Lord. Amen

