St Patrick’s Parish Newsletter
Stawell and Landsborough
St Patrick’s,
Stawell

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A
August 2nd, 2020

St Francis of Assisi,
Landsborough

As we celebrate, we acknowledge the Indigenous owners of the land on which our Churches are built, the
Tjapwurong people, and we respect the presence of the spirits of their ancestors among us.

Mass this Week

For God’s Sake, Wear a Mask

Friday 11am followed by lunch.

I am writing this bulletin piece on Thursday
evening. Parishioners will have seen the
new requirements coming in from midnight
Sunday. It is clear that the Victorian
government and health experts are
concerned and are calling for a higher level
of vigilance at this time. As parish priest I
believe my role is to support the message.
WEAR YOUR MASKS WHEN YOU LEAVE
YOUR HOUSE! AND WASH YOUR
HANDS! AND SOCIAL DISTANCE. In the
Northern Territory children have been told to
keep a kangaroo’s distance apart. Whatever
works for you. Shopping trolley, kangaroo …
just distance, mask up and wash your
hands! Let’s keep one another well and
healthy. We’ll not have cuppas after Mass
until further notice. From Sunday night we’ll
be required to wear masks at Mass. We can
remove them if we’re the reader and to
receive communion.

Why are we having lunch but not cuppa’s after
Masses? Because lunch is seated at tables, and
that keeps us apart. Cafes are still open. When
we have a cuppa we stand nose to nose to chat –
and that’s when the trouble begins.
Parish Offices Closed
For the safety of the staff of both parishes, our
parish offices will now be closed to visitors. Staff
may be working inside, but parishioners will be
asked to make contact by email, phone, post or
putting things under the door. We have a responsibility to ensure that our workplaces are safe
workplaces. Just for now we’re limiting physical
contact.
Changes to How We Book in for Mass
In Stawell: Please phone Gloria (0438 150 058)
between 11am and 5pm on Thursdays to put yourselves into the 20 for Sunday.

In Ararat: Please phone or email Joyce in the parish office (Wednesday to Friday) to put yourselves
into the 20 for Sunday. The list of names for Ararat OTHER Covid 19 Arrangements
is also in the porch of the parish office. You’re wel- For all public liturgy we will require names and numbers
and sanitising of hands, seats and door knobs.
come to put your names there if that suits.
Fr Andrew stresses that he’d like parishioners to
use the allotted office hours. The office staff in
both parishes are employed to take calls of this
nature during their work hours. Please don’t be
calling them at home for work things.

Weekday Mass in Stawell – Everyone welcome
Usually Tues-Fri 10am but do consult the website and
bulletin.
Funerals – We are able to have 35 people. We will not yet
be catering for cuppas after funerals.

Stay safe and well.
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First Reading Is 55:1-3

Gospel Acclamation Mt 4:4

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Alleluia, alleluia!
No one lives on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Alleluia!

Hasten and eat.
Thus says the Lord:
Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty;
though you have no money, come!
Buy corn without money, and eat,
and, at no cost, wine and milk.
Why spend money on what is not bread,
your wages on what fails to satisfy?
Listen, listen to me and you will have good things to
eat
and rich food to enjoy.
Pay attention, come to me;
listen, and your soul will live.
With you I will make an everlasting covenant
out of the favours promised to David.
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 144:8-9. 15-18. R. v.16
(R.) The hand of the Lord feeds us:
he answers all our needs.
1. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)
2. The eyes of all creatures look to you
and you give them their food in due time.
You open wide your hand,
grant the desires of all who live. (R.)
3. The Lord is just in all his ways
and loving in all his deeds.
He is close to all who call him,
call on him from their hearts. (R.)
Second Reading
Rom 8:35. 37-39
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
No creature can separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ.
Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ,
even if we are troubled or worried, or being persecuted, or
lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even
attacked. These are the trials through which we triumph,
by the power of him who loved us.
For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no
prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not any
power, or height or depth, nor any created thing, can ever
come between us and the love of God made visible in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel
Mt 14:13-21
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
They all ate and were satisfied.
When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist’s death he
withdrew by boat to a lonely place where they could be by
themselves. But the people heard of this and, leaving the towns,
went after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw a large
crowd; and he took pity on them and healed their sick.
When evening came, the disciples went to him and said, ‘This is a
lonely place, and the time has slipped by; so send the people
away, and they can go to the villages to buy themselves some
food.’ Jesus replied, ‘There is no need for them to go: give them
something to eat yourselves.’ But they answered, ‘All we have with
us is five loaves and two fish.’ ‘Bring them here to me,’ he said. He
gave orders that the people were to sit down on the grass; then he
took the five loaves and the two fish, raised his eyes to heaven and
said the blessing. And breaking the loaves he handed them to his
disciples who gave them to the crowds. They all ate as much as
they wanted, and they collected the scraps remaining, twelve
baskets full. Those who ate numbered about five thousand men, to
say nothing of women and children.

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA
Although divine power is manifested in dramatic ways, it is also
present in what is unassuming. Traces of God can be seen in the
delicacy of a violet, in a cool summer breeze, in the blush of
innocence, in the fiery eyes of justice. Every one of us lives in the
midst of God, breathes the breath of God’s life, and is constantly
touched by the exquisite artistry of God’s creativity. Life itself is a
mountain experience of God.
As wonderful as life may be, it can also be very frightening at times.
There are misunderstandings and rancour, jealousy and
vindictiveness, greed and a hunger for power. Our personal lives
can come unravelled and we can feel that we are genuinely ‘at
sea’. Every human being is tossed about by the exigencies of life. It
is at times like these that we need faith in Jesus. Even though we
do not recognise him, he is there in the midst of our chaos. Having
the power of God, he is the definitive champion of all chaos, and so
he is able to allay our fears and calm the sea.
A true experience of God, whether it be within the ordinariness of
life or one of life’s tribulations, is both transformative and effusive. It
is a reality that cannot be contained; it must be proclaimed.
Disciples must be ready to do what they can in order that the good
news of God’s revelation be made known to others.

© Dianne Bergant CSA
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

ANNIVERSARIES ST PATRICK’S PARISH

Priest: Nothing can come between us and the
love of God. With confidence let us bring
our prayer before God who answers all our
needs.

STAWELL 2nd –9th August
Gennie Rickard 1967, Allen McSparron 1981, Margaret Egan 1996, Angela Maloney 1996, Eileen
Monument 1998 , Jessie Brady 2006, Jean English
1974 , Mary Austin 1981, Anthony Rathgeber
1979, Edward Maddocks 1992, Maurice Stewart
1976 , Edward Rutter 1978, Leo Ryan 1987, Mavis
Scaletti 2001, Daniel Pollock 2011,
Margaret Nunweek 2015, Mavis Larkens 1988
Readings

1 Kgs 19:9.11-13

Second Reading

Rom 9:1-5

Men and women who pray know that hope is
stronger than discouragement. They believe that
love is more powerful than death, and that love will
surely triumph one day, even if it be in times and
ways we do not know. #Prayer

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
For those working in nursing homes:
That they will continue to lovingly
care for those entrusted to them.
Hear us we pray:

@Pontifex July 29th 2020

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
For those who have died, that those
who once ate the Bread of Life will
be called to the eternal banquet.
Hear us we pray:

OFFICE INFORMATION
Fr. Andrew Hayes Ararat & Stawell

andrew.hayes@ballarat.catholic.org.au

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
For scientists, working to develop
vaccines for Covid-19 and other
diseases: That they will be blessed
and supported in their endeavours.
Hear us we pray:

Download Church Bulletin—www.ballarat.catholic.org.au
Finance Manager: Gloria Pickering
stawell@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Office:

03 5358 1119

PO BOX 87, Stawell, VIC 3380 Office Hours:
5pm

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
For those who lack food and
clothing. That nations with abundant
resources will come to their aid with
urgency. Hear us we pray:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
For those who are sick, that they will
be comforted and healed by the
compassionate one. Hear us we
pray:

Pope Francis—Twitter

Parish Priest:

For the Church, that during times of
trial it will show forth the love of
God, acting with kindness and
compassion. Hear us we pray:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
For those who are lonely, that the
love of God will be their constant
strength and companion. Hear us
we pray:

August 9th 2020

First Reading

Reader:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Thurs 11am-

Priest: God of love, you sustain and nourish all
who hunger for your presence. Hear us and
help us to reach out to your inviting hand.

ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL
Principal: Mrs. Michelle Hogan
PO Box 856 Stawell. 3380.

All: Amen.

Phone 03 5358 2493 Email:
princpal@spstawell.catholic.edu.au

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
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Planned Giving

St. Patrick’s Parish would like to acknowledge the continued and consistent commitment by parishioners to our Planned Giving Program, especially during these trying times. Without your financial
support, we would not be able to run the parish and reach out to those in need. Many thanks
SICK LIST
Noah Amarant; Kathryn Young; Glenis
Leddin; Lourdes de la Cerna; Kath
Hayes (Ballarat); John Delaney; Lynn
Wright; Simon Monas; Angela Moore;
Kate Sargent; Yvonne Evans; Margaret Boag; Nigel James (Canberra); Ian
Kindred; Sharron Pickering; Andrew
Van Diesen; Benjamin Wolfson; Robbie Loxton; Nicole Lee (Horsham); Brian O’Loughlin; Steven Oates; Maree
Parkin; Rosemary Chisholm (Bendigo);
Harry Comitti, John Dalziel; Mollie
Barton; Patty Fenwick; Bailey Young,
Graeme Blake, Pat Rathgeber; Kate
Whelan; Sam Sharrock.
NB: A Family member of the sick
person must contact the Parish Office to have names added. They
must also have the permission of the
sick person if they are able to give
it.

Joke of the Week
An attorney arrived home late, after a very tough day trying to get a stay
of execution.
His last minute plea for clemency to the governor had failed and he was
feeling worn out and depressed.
As soon as he walked through the door at home, his wife started on him
about,
'What time of night to be getting home is this? Where have you been?
Dinner is cold and I'm not reheating it'.
And on and on and on. Too shattered to play his usual role in this familiar
ritual, he poured himself a shot of whiskey
and headed off for a long hot soak in the bathtub, pursued by the predictable sarcastic remarks as he dragged himself up the stairs.
While he was in the bath, the phone rang. The wife answered and was
told that her husband's client, James Wright, had been granted a stay of
execution after all.
Wright would not be hanged tonight.
Finally realizing what a terrible day he must have had, she decided to go
upstairs and give him the good news.
As she opened the bathroom door, she was greeted by the sight of her
husband, bent over naked, drying his legs and feet.
'They're not hanging Wright tonight,' she said.
He whirled around and screamed,
'FOR THE LOVE OF GOD WOMAN, DON'T YOU EVER STOP?!'

ST. MARY’S PARISH CAFÉ BIG SALE!!

The St. Mary’s Parish Café are having a big sale of Gift Baskets ($25 each), Drinks (from 50c), individual jams/pickles just phone Joyce at the office 5352 5460 to organise getting your hands on some!
All monies raised will go back into the parish centre to enable us to meet the requirements of our café, “Pay it Forward” program and of prospective hirers of the hall.
All jams and pickles have
been hand-made. You can
pick and choose your jam/
pickle to go in your basket.
It makes a great gift!

All drinks are within date and
have been donated. A very big
thank you to the Stapleton Family. Thank you to all the people
who donated jars and ingredi-
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