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topics: what did people talk about?

• Allow contraception, birth control • Baby Boomer generation to listen to young Catholics • Be a witness in society
• Better communication of what the Church does • Better homilies • Better implementation of Royal Commission 

recommendations • Better training and support for youth leaders • Call to repentance for clergy sexual abuse 
• Care for neighbour • Care for the environment • Care for the family • Defend right-to-life issues • End clericalism

• End discrimination of LGBTQ • Establish more youth programs • Fight for human rights issues • Focus on the 
new evangelisation • Greater access to Mass and Reconciliation • Greater concern for victims and survivors 

• Greater connection with and inclusion of Indigenous Australians• Greater emphasis on prayer and sacraments
• Greater focus on Jesus Christ • Greater focus on the Word of God • Greater leadership from bishops

• Greater leadership from priests • Greater recognition of Eastern Catholic Churches • Greater trust, faith and 
hope in God • Heal and move beyond the clergy sexual abuse scandal • Healing liturgies and public signs or acts 

of reparation for clergy sexual abuse • Inclusion of the divorced and remarried • Listen to one another more
• Mass to be appealing to youth and children • More transparency and accountability regarding clergy sexual 

abuse • More welcoming parishes • New translation of the Mass (inclusive language) • Outreach to all the 
baptised • Outreach to the wider community • Outreach to youth • Reduce margins between rich and poor

• Restore the Third Rite of Reconciliation • Special care of rural parishes • Stronger parish communities 
• Transparency in governance and decision making • Youth to be involved more in Church community

 As we move into this second stage of the Plenary Council journey, we 
continue to seek the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. Beginning in July 2019, we are invited to reflect on 
Scripture, Church teaching and our contemporary situation in order to discern the answer to this question: How is God 
calling us to be a Christ-centred Church that is humble, healing and merciful? The fruits of what is discerned during this 
time will help shape the agenda of the first session of Plenary Council in October 2020.

 This National Theme for Discernment is inspired by the voices of the People of God who expressed a deep and 
faith-filled trust in God and a need for lament and healing within the Church, acknowledging the sexual abuse crisis as 
a turning point for the Church in Australia. It identified the need for relationship and reconciliation among many within 
the Catholic community, and with the wider Australian society, particularly with Australia’s First Peoples and with all of 
creation. A desire was expressed for stronger prayer and sacramental life and more effective outreach to those who seek 
healing, as a renewed openness to and sign of God’s mercy.

People spoke about a number of different topics in PHASE 1: LISTENING & DIALOGUE. A comprehensive report on 
all the voices of participants will be released on July 28, 2019.

Below are some of the topics that informed this particular theme, which was created through a combination of analysis, 
discernment and prayer.
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“Discern how to engage and bring to 
active faith those parents who send their 
children to Catholic schools but are not 

churchgoers. 

Discern how to engage and bring to 
active faith the many people who attend 

Mass at Easter and Christmas or for 
Baptisms, but not otherwise”.

“God is asking us to do something about the clericalism and subsequent abuse arising from this misuse 
of power. He is asking us to remember and come to know Jesus and to live as He did”.

   “Divorce is never wanted or planned for 
and, in some cases, necessary for the safety 
and wellbeing of the individuals involved. 

The Church should not turn their backs on 
them as this denies their dignity and makes 

them less equal than their peers”.

   “In Australia we still have a big divide 
between Indigenous brothers and the rest 

of us. 

The Church needs to take a leading role in 
building reconciliation by adopting positive 

gestures that enhance and challenge this 
overdue reconciliation”. 

What do you think God is asking of 
us in Australia at this time?

A SNAPSHOT OF RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION  

“We’re living in the wake of the greatest 
possible disaster that could have descended 
upon the Church in this country—the sexual 

abuse crisis. 

Firstly, I think God wants every possible effort 
to be directed towards offering assistance to 

victims of abuse in the Church. 

Secondly, I think that God wants us as a Church 
collective to hang our head in shame”.
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What questions do you have about the 
future of Australia that you would like 
the Plenary Council to consider?

“How can we make the Church more 
inclusive of divorced and remarried, LGBTIQ, 
people with a disability, including the 
mentally ill, those who have been damaged 
by abuse in the Church—emotional, spiritual, 
physical and sexual abuse?”“How do we use Church resources for 

service to the poor?”

“How can we work to be more welcoming, 
inclusive, open, kind, loving, forgiving, 
compassionate, listening, and so build a 
‘home/community’ Church for all, not just 
an institutional one?”

“How does the Church plan to address 
the issue of sex offenders within the 
Church and how will it support its 
victims?” 

“Can we decrease authority in Church 
hierarchy and give some authority to the 
people?”

“By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn 
from on high will break upon us, to give 
light to those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 
way of peace”

(Luke 1:78-79)

A SNAPSHOT OF RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION  
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Your Stories of Faith

To have the courage to let go the trappings of clericalism. To let go of elitism and 
exclusion. To embrace the downtrodden, the heart broken, the marginalised. For us to 
contemplate, how each of us may serve the Other? How may we tear down boundaries 
and take action to walk with others - to show mercy, to forgive, to love. To lead the way 
in bringing light to darkness - to take action in living-love in all things. To contemplate and 
act holistically - in our spiritual, social, political, environmental lives.

As a small group we are cradle Catholics with a strong faith base and love of God, 
but a floundering confidence in the institution that is the present Catholic Church. 
We want the Church to move forward to reflect a contemporary outreach while still 
upholding the high moral values with regards to abortion, euthanasia and the sanctity 
of marriage for example. We seek to see the Church open its eyes to the needs in the 
communities in which we live. For example, abolish the “clericalism” attitude of some 
clergy that causes division and lack of inclusiveness. Our personal experience has seen 
the Baptism of four babies by a paedophile priest while a former priest in a parish 
community is deemed unworthy of his priesthood (because he married), but he had 
been a major positive influence in the day-to-day care of the parish community.

BeNJAMIN
ARMIDALE

genni
bunbury

The sexual abuse scandal, the anti-gay marriage rhetoric, the patriarchal nature 
of governance and the attitude towards contraception has made it impossible for 
[my children] to remain active participants. All of my children are strong advocates 
for social justice and they applaud the Australian bishops for their stance on offshore 
detention and other issues such as climate change. However, the Church in Australia 
must engage with the other issues mentioned if it is to have a hope of retaining 
educated women within the ranks of its faithful. As a teacher in a Catholic school, I 
find the only way to recontextualise my faith so that it has relevance to my students 
is through social justice. I continually promote Caritas and all its wonderful work but I 
despair at times for the future of my parish and the Church in Australia as a whole.

RUTH
sandhurst

A SNAPSHOT OF

Read more stories and snapshots at plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/voices-of-the-plenary-council/

http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/voices-of-the-plenary-council/


http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

UPCOMING REPORTS: 
      A joyful, hope-filled and servant community    JULY 14, 2019
      Open to conversion, renewal and reform   JULY 21, 2019

Please note this report contains only a snapshot of thousands of stories and 
responses shared. A comprehensive report on the voices of participants will be 
released on July 28, 2019.

RELEASED REPORTS:
     Missionary and evangelising     plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/themes/missionary
     Inclusive, participatory and synodal     plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/themes/inclusive        
     Prayerful and Eucharistic         plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/themes/prayerful  

http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/themes/missionary 
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/themes/inclusive
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/themes/prayerful

